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ORPHANS OF SNOWDON. © 
— | of 2 | 


N a beautiful valley, at the foot of 
Snowdon, ſtood the humble cottage of 
Montgomery, from whoſe little caſement |. 
the roving eye might contemplate with ad- 
miration and delight its purple ſummit, | 
whoſe majeſtic grandeur is alone viſible, _ 
whilſt the Sun reveals a thouſand glitfering 
forms, as if to caſt a ſhadow over the yawn- © - 
ing gulph, and veil from mortal eyes the - 
terrific ſcenes of danger by which they are 
ſurrounded, leaving the mind impreſſed 
with awful ſenſations at the tremendous + 
view, ſo wild, ſo new, ſo extended. 
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Oh, that I could call to my pen the J 
glowing pictures which preſent themſelves | 
to the aſtoniſhed traveller, or that I could 
impart to my reader {ſome portion of that in- 
tereſt with which my boſom is inſpired for 
the fate of thoſe hapleſs orphans, whoſe 
hiſtory I am about to undertake. Suffer Y 
me then, as hiſtorian of the penſive tale, to 

lead you to the door of that cabin they in- 
- habited—Behold their ſorrows, their tears, 1 P 
the works of their infant hands ; liſten to 7 
their childiſh diſcourſe, replete with inno- 
cence, uttered with touching ſimplicity, and 43 
your ſoul will plunge in the enthuſiaſm of 
er nature. f 


In every part of the landſcape, the cap- 
tivated eye may try to fix on one ſeparate 
feature, yet is perpetually diverted by ſome- 
thing ſtill more intereſting, till all other 
objects give place to the venerable Mont- 
gomery ; leſs enfeebled by time than mis- 
fortunes. You ſee him at the door of his 

| | hoyel ; 
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* hovel; in each hand he retains a lovely 
by child, the more endeared to his heart by 


the unworthineſs of her whom they once 


as called mother. 

for 

* WM Bchold him aſcending the ridges of the 
er 


IMF frowning ſteep, through a craggy path, 

vorn by the tender hoof of many a ſheep, 
8 which adorned the verdure of its ſloping 

* ſides See him arrived at the ſpot which, 
IF from its height, one might ſuppoſe he had 

WJ choſen as bringing him nearer to the Di- 
vinity he adored ; ſee him on his bends 4 
knees, hear him thus imploring protectio 
for his helpleſs little ones. 


1 
* 


Thou, oh, my God, whoſe bleſſed will 
it was that I ſhould be born to a ſtate of 
eaſe and plenty; thou, by whoſe decree of 
b ſublime juſtice J have been deſerted, de- 

ſpiſed, forſaken, extend thy merciful pro- 
tection to theſe innocents when I ſhall be 
called from them ; and, oh, Saviour of the 
B 2 World, 
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World, if it be thy will, pardon their guil- 
ty, their infatuated mother! See him riſe 4 

from his knees, and hear him paſſionately 4 
exclaim, © Ah, Mary, Mary, you behold 


not my tears; you think no more of your 


lovely babes, or their miſerable father!“ 


Here he was interrupted ; his children 
clinging to his boſom, beſought him not to 
4 - © 
-weep, for their mother would ſurely come 


again, and they ſhould all be happy. 


15 


« Happy ! 


through my veins, and refreſhes my ſoul. 


Embrace your father, my darlings ; he prays | 5 
for ye, and is comforted.” — And yo 
prayed too that my mother might come, did 


you, not father?“ —“ But if God will not 
ſend: her back,” ſaid Loretta, when we 
are big enough, we will go and ſeck for 


her, 


| repeated Montgomery, „ yes, J 
my children, and your future conduct hall Ml 
Araw down on your precious heads the 3 
bleſſing of Heaven. Oh, my God! Tthank b 
thee for this conſolatory hope; it flows 9 
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7 her, ſhall we not brother?“ —“ What! 

vould you leave your poor feeble father?“ 
ſaid Montgomery, preſſing the child to his 

heart.“ No, indeed, indeed!“ cried ſhe, 
kiſſing his forehead as ſhe ſpoke. —& Yes,” 
added Lewis, “ and if you ſhould be ſo 
very, very old, as not to be able to walk 
about the world to look for our mother, 

== we will carry you on our ſhoulders. 
TJ % No more of this, ſaid Montgomery, 
4 your tenderneſs; the goodneſs of your- 
WT young hearts too deeply affect me; in a 
thort time I ſhall exift no longer, and you 
will then be but too much at liberty tofol- 
low your own imaginations; may they ever- 
lead you to happineſs.” Oh dear,” cried 
Lewis, © ſay not ſo my father; I would 
3 | much ſooner die myſelf than hear you talk. 
of dying; rather be comforted, for we will 
ſome day look for our mother ſo diligently, 
that ſhe ſhall not eſcape from our ſearch.” 

—* My dearly beloved children,” return- 

ed Montgomery, © ſhould God ſpare me 

3 until 
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until you are a few years older, I will re- 
late the particulars of my life, and inſtruct 
you how to judge of the misfortunes which 
attended your earlieſt infancy ; there are 
none greater than to be deprived of a mo- 
ther at that period of life when her cares 
would be the moſt wanted to inſtruct your 
young minds, and to plant within your 


breaſts the ſeeds of virtue, the harveſt of | 


which has ſo fair a promiſe, from the pu- 
rity of its ſoil. 


The good Montgomery could not yet 
make confidants of his children, the eldeſt 
ob whom being juſt eight and the other ſe- 
ven, were not capable of underſtanding or of 

feeling the magnitude of their father's ſor- 
row; reaſon kept more than equal pace with 
their age, inſomuch that one could ſcarcely 
decide which was the moſt formed, their 
hearts or their underſtanding; already could 
be difcovered in theſe little creatures a ſolidi- 
ty of judgment, a keenneſs of apprehenſion, 
that 
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E- Y that would not have diſcredited riper years; 

ct if deprived of the advantages of edncation, 

h Nature was their only friend ; often pro- 
re fuſe in her favours, never had ſhe dealt 

* 4 __ out with greater liberality than to our 
's little inhabitants of the mountain; in the 
ir formation of their diminutive perſons they 

1 neh reſembied each other, their hair 
) 


Walling 1 in a laxuriant maſs of auburn curls 
over their ſhoulders, and forehead, nearly 
1 concealing the ſweeteſt blue eyes that ever 
S graced the Magdalen of a Guido; their 
full cheeks, coloured by the brilliant car- 
NY nation of healthful exerciſe, was only ſur- 
Tf paſſed in richneſs of tints by their ſmall 
4 W vermillion mouths, ever ornamented by 
F tiniles ; their voices were harmonious, and 
"IT touching even to the /ou! of harmony, as 
IF warbling their wild notes in little ſongs, at 
A F the cloſe of day, to the ear of their de- 
By lighted father; it was ever their Winter 
evening entertainment, as the little circle 
ſat. contented round their humble fireſide. 
B84 With 
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ciating himſelf with the few peaſants whoſe 


* 
—̃ — 
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With all their ruſtic vifts and graces, of the 
world and its inhabitants they were to- 
tally ignorant; at the approach of ſtran- Y 
gers, they would fly as from an enemy; the 
only living creatures with whom they kept 
up any intercourſe was a ſmall flock of 8 
ſheep, and ſtill ſmaller one of goats; the 
Milking and folding of theſe pretty abimals 
devolved on themſelves, an occupatioh that 
charmed thetn, and 41 they cared 
no —_— 4 


Abende ee hed: e burgged this ſhy- 
neſs in their infant minds, by never affo- 


huts were neareſt to his own ; he had been 
deceived by the world, but moſt of all by 
the being deareſt to him in it; theſe diſ- 
wppointments made him defpiſe human na- 
ture in general; he ſaw in it nothing ami- 
able | bat his 9 


I. 
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The preſent occupation of Montgomery 
was that of a wood-cutter, being ſent by 
the wealthy owner of an eſtate near Snow- 
aon, to fell timber in the foreſt, where 
I with much toil he earned a ſcanty pittance 
bor the ſupport of himſelf and little ones; 
he k had no wife to aſſiſt his labours, theys 
b no mother to huſh their cries on her ma- 
9 ernal boſom. Six years ago ſhe had diſ- 
3 Wppeared from the egt which harboured her 
u Ediſconſolate huſband and forſaken infants, 
bo were now robuſt en ough-to aid their 
father in ſome part of his buſineſs, ſuch as 


1 arrying implements of huſbandry to and 

a 7 rom the foreſt, preparing turf for Winter, 

* 1 nd at the cloſe of every Summer evening 

* 1 Woading themſelves with the waſte ſticks 

— Nx gathered from under the hatchet of en 

Y I 3 mligent parent, to repleniſh his blazing | | 

* Whearth by the time his Iabour was ended; 
1 never did that woe-worn father arrive at 

. the winding path, from which he could 


* a peep at his white cottage, but he 
* 5 ſtood 
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ſtood ſtill to contemplate the bleſſings he 
ſill enjoyed, as the blue curling ſmoke, iſ- 

ſaing from its thatched roof, and creeping 
towards the mountain top, put him in 
mind that his children were employed in 


preparing the repaſt which was to terminate 
his day of hard labour. 


To provide the frugal ſupper was chiefly 
the taſk of Loretta, who, proud of the oc- 
cupation, watched the ripening of the 
earlieſt fruit, and, with her little baſket 
made of ruſhes, flew. with the fleetneſs of 
a lapwing over-the dewy graſs to a bank, 
on which ſhe had marked the wood ſtraw- 
berry glowing in its brighteſt crimſon, to 
deck the board, of her fond parent, her 
merry heart dancing at the idea of the 
praiſes he would beſtow on his darling, 
when preſenting him his wooden bowl, 
filled with freſh milk from the goats, heap- 
ed with his favourite fruit, yet far lefs fra- 
grant the fruit itſelf than the breath of her 
| who 
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who made the delicious offering. Lewis 


1e 
. 1 | ſhared the palm of attention with his lovely 
g I ſiſter, taking upon him ſuch domeſtic du- 
in ties as his ſtrength made him more capable 
n $ of performing ; it was his to follow the 
te flocks in Winter, and in the ſultry heat of 
1 Summer to watch by their ſides, as they 
browzed on the mountain's ſummit ; it was 
ly vis hands which drew from their full udders 


- = the luſcious beverage that almoſt ſuſtained 
this little deſerted . 


= Familiarized to their lilliputian maſter, 
1 the harmleſs animals followed him every 
IT where, or if he was not with them, would 
eck him in the valley, at ſuch hours as 
they had been accuſtomed to be relieved 
9 from their burthen, and would ſtand with 


IT their faces thruſt over the low railing which 

. 5 © ſecured the cottage of Montgomery, theres 
patiently awaiting the arrival of their little 

friend, who by no act of wanton _— 


ever ' forfeited the confidence of thoſe in- 
0 6 nocent 


* 


% 


nocent creatures, or ſeldom would he let 
them depart, without giving to their bite 
ſome vegetable ſcraps from their garden of 
poverty, or the gentle loving ſtroke, to 
ſignify his gratitude for the rich, preſent 
they had made him. The work of the day 
being over, and his. flocks confined to their 
nightly pen, Lewis would ſet off (attended 
by his faithful dog Lion) in purſuit of his 
father, who having met, he would diſbur- 
then of his empty keg, and trot by his ſide 
till they Teaehed the cottage door, at which 
Loretta was to be ſeen, diſtributing from 
her liberal hand amongſt the. feathered 
flock that gathered round her, all the 
crumbs of homely. bread ſhe had been able 
to borrow from the ſparings of thrift, for 
which kindneſs they repaid her moſt wil- 2 
" lingly, with their earlieſt and lateſt ſong. 9 
They; would alſo ſhew their fond gratitude i 
by perching on her curly head, pecking Wl 
rom her little white plump hands, or in 
obeying, b her call, W ing their ap- I 
231 GH proach 
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proach in the ſweet tones of 8 folike 
their own. 


Three chambers were contained under 
e lowly roof of Montgomery. One aſſign- 


one denominated the kitchen, though it 
ſerved them as a parlour, and was kept as 
3 ncat as a lady's dreſſing room. It was not 
3 indeed hung with French paper or looking- 
E wy glaſs, yet its. decent whitened walls were 
4 ſufficiently ornamented by well- choſen 
IT ſongs, heads of former great men, thoſe. of 


BY tation of them, a map, an almanack, and 


7 4 the twelve golden rules. All the other 


MT furniture conſiſted of an hour glaſs, a few 


nufactory, three ruſh chairs, a wooden 
$ ſtool, and a dark wainſcot table. We next 
proceed to the dormitory, where, on three 
ſeparated co-partments, quietly repoſed the 
father and his little brood. Draw near ye 

: ſons 
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ed to the uſes of the dairy and ſtore room; 


the preſent royal family, or at leaſt an imi- 


brown cups, ſome plates of the ſame ma- 


— 
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from between the gray clouds, we ſhall 
have a ſultry noon: Lewis will have warm 
work—but my little Loretta“ As he 
announced the beloved name, his ſoliloquy 
was interrupted by what he thought the 
pretty figure of Loretta herſelf, on the 
green underneath the eminence on which 
| he ſtood. He ſtooped forward to diſlin- 
guiſh with greater accuracy. Treacherous 
chance! Fatal curioſity ! Irrefiſtible fate! 
| His fight failed him, a ſudden fickneſs 
came over him, he miſſed his footing, and, 
oh ſhocking to relate! was in an inſtant 
precipitated over the precipice. | 


At the bottom rolled a foaming river, 
which ſeemed to lift up its fides to receive 
the mangled body of Montgomery; but 
Providence decreed it otherwife, and he 
eſcaped a watery grave, to occapy one in 
conſecrated ground. His fall had been 
broken by the union of ſome firm branches 
from ancient trees, whoſe roots were almoft 

in 
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in a ſtate of decay, having by tradition or- 
namented the fide of Snowdon mountain 
WF upwards of five centuries, in the mid way 
4 W between earth and heaven.—But, alas! this 
x cradle of ſafety, though it preſerved Mont- 
YA gomery's life for the preſent, could not | 
T&F prolong that life beyond the limits pre- 
ceribed by fate. He had received many 
P vruiſes, and ſome blood flowed from wounds 
oflicted on his fleſh by ſharp: pieces of 
1 Prock, as he rolled over their ſurface. 


The good man, there is no doubt, had 
deen ſeized with a. fit of apoplexy, before 
* be encountered the accident, or perhaps 
it was the very means to which the ſad 
Wo diſaſter may be attributed. It was long 
before he recovered to a ſenſe of his deplo- 
rable ſituation, and much longer before 


I ; he could extricate himſelf from it, when 
WF feeling as he thought death creeping thro” 
his ſhattered frame, he crawled towards 
the cottage which contained his treaſures, 
once 
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once more to embrace them, if it was the 


will of Heaven-to ſnatch him from their 
arms in the ſubſequent moment. 


He had no regrets at quitting a life that 
burdened him from the time he found 
himſelf abandoned by a wife on whom he 
doted—cruelly, treacherouſly abandoned ! 
Yet to part for ever with her children—to 
ſee them no more—to leave them without: 
protection, without friends, without mo- 
ney, and without ſtrength to earn a ſub- 
ſiſtance by labour, created a pang more 
ſevere than that which divides the ſoul 
from her earthly tabernacle, and no ſooner 
had he entered the open door of his poor 
hut, than overpowered by ſuch agonizing 
reflections, he fell without ſenſe or motion 
into the arms of thoſe dear affrighted in- 
fants, who giving a loud cry, caught him 
before his body had quite reached the 
rough pavement. 
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Ss Whilſt indulging the magnitude of their 
WWzricf, theſe good children did not forget 
chat the parent they fo much loved was in 
Wrmmediate need of their aſſiſtance, between 
Whem they lifted him on his mattraſs, Lo- 
etta ran to the well for water, which ming- 
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e 1 Wing with her own falt tears, the caſt with 
ee little trembling hand over his ghaſtly | 
o ountenance, and they had ſoon the com- 
t. Mort to hear him ſigh, to ſee him open his 


l 


: &ycs, and to feel the preſſure of his graſp. 


Lew is, convinced that bis father full 
1 Wired, left him to the care of his ſiſter, and 


* . > © 
N 1 1 
IT 9 4 
= * ww. N 4 
x" A : N 
1 * 


mat Ibn 


< _ * 
_ *» 


N y 
> 


r Wins as if his heart would break, ran or 

r rather flew towards the next village, which 

> Tran only two miles diftant, he had 

2 never ſeen but once, when Montgomery 

4 Y 1 carried him thither, on account of ſome 

2 childiſh complaint, for which he was told 

> X he might find relief from the doctor who 
reſided in that village. This doctor was 
an honeſt labourer, who being able to read, 

i | 3 had, 


rn . 
— 


thing ailed their cattle. 


on that ſkill ſo publicly announced, he ap- 


Oh! doctor my father, my dear father [ 
is dying! Come and fave him! Oh! come 
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had, from ſtudying the Farrier's . Guide 
forty years, acquired a ſmattering of phar- 4 
macy, was held by his fimple neighbours 
as a prodigy of learning, and they never þ 
omitted to conſult him for the large fee of I an 
ſixpence, when ill themſelves, or when any 'Y 


Lewis remembered the capital lettered 


motto over the door of this wiſe man's hut; 9 
| I DOES GOOD-TO MAN AND BEAST ; he re- 


called it with a fort of rapture engendered 
by deſpair. Ready to place implicit faith 


peared before the doctor, fell on his knees, | 
weeping, moaning, and at laft exclaiming; 


and fave him! Or let Loretta and Lewis 
die with him !” 
0972144 
1 That; my poor boy,” plies the hu- 
mane * raiſing the youth from his 
humble 


IF . 

4 

33 
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c 4 humble poſture; © that cannot be the work 
-e man but of God! If I fave the life of 
rs Alaſter Montgomery, it muſt be by God's 


er 1 4 zxermiſfion ; but as to taking away your's 
„our ſiſter's, ſuch things do not come 
b Into my practice. However, let us be 
one, and we will ſee what is to be done 
r your father.” . 
4q Sometimes walking, ſometimes running, 
1 pmetimes ſtanding ſtill to catch breath, the 
2 Wodor made ſhift to keep up with his fleet 
| Y Wuide, and they entered Montgomery's 
Pottage together, where Lewis had the ex- 
1 Wquiſite felicity to find his tender parent 
le both to move and ſpeak, which alte- 
ion for the better, was firſt announced to 
um by the ſparkling eyes of Loretta. Why, 
seet innocent, why ſhould calamity at this 


Finſtant be preparing rivers of tears to ex- 
ungut their fires ! | 


2 By help of bandages, bleeding, and fo- 
is mentations extracted from herbs, which the 
E kind- 
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mental ſmarts his cares had confiderab! 1 
aſſuaged. 


morning brought no augmentation to their 


pale than even on the preceding evening, 
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kind-hearted doctor gathered with his own 1 
hands at the foot of the mountain, his pa- I 
tient was ſo much relieved, that taking i 
leave with a promiſe to return the next 3 
day, he departed, laden with the thanks 1 
and bleſſings of thoſe, whoſe bodily and "2 


Lewis and Loretta, though the dupes of Þ of 
fallacious hope, cloſed not their eyes dur- 


3 


ing the whole night, as they ſat ſilently EZ 


watching at the fide of their father, who 


ſlept ſo ſoundly, that at laſt they ventured Wl 
to whiſper their joy to each other, on the | i 
proſpect they had conceived of ſeeing him 
quite well by morning. But, alas! the Wl 


fanguine expectations, his face was more 


his eyes more fixed, and his voice more 


gud. 


2 | « My 
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My dear, my dutiful children,” ſaid 
We in feeble accents, © give me a draught 
r water, then lie down on your beds, and 
ben you have ſlept to refreſh yourſelves 
Mafficiently, let me ſee you again.” Never 
ad they diſobeyed his commands, nor did 
1 Whey now preſume to diſpute them ; but 
7 their impatience to return back, would not 
Permit them to ſleep, till Nature, that had 
Meg ſtruggled with ſenſibility, having ob- 
gained the victory, ſealed. up their ſwollen 
eillids, which were opened no more be- 
ore the voice of their father ſummoned 
Heir attendance. 


I bey clung on his 0 and grating his 
Wivid lips with kiſſes, which had pronounced 
4 to them, that he felt himſelf better. Then 
N you will live!” ſaid Lewis. © Then you 
2 Sill live, my dear father!“ re-echoed Lo- 
9 fretta | 1 


0 1 7 
} x4 
1 4 


« It : 


24 25 THE ORPHANS 


“It may pleaſe the Almighty,” replied 1 ; 
Montgomery, 4 to ſpare me a little for the 1 | 


fake of my darlings ; whatever be his gra. 


cious deſtination, I am ſubmiſſive to his 1 k 
holy will, and I muſt teach you alſo the 


leſſon of humble reſignation.” 


* 


The pretty liſteners did not rightly un- 
derſtand the full meaning of this laſt ex- 9 
preſtion, and with eyes immovably fixed on A 
thoſe of their father, they remained in an { 1 


attitude of attention as he thus r N 


all 5 told you that my lüge * yet A 


be lengthened; I feel as if I ſhould recoyer; 
but, deareſt children, my ſpirits being good 
and my voice ſtrong, J mean to give you 
the hiſtory of my former days, and of the 


wrongs I ſuſtam, in which you are 'too Y 
much involved. My tale is not a long 


one—” Oh,“ interrupted Loretta, © 1 
am very ſorry for that. Yet you ſhould 
not be ſorry, my child, for being ſhort it 
will 
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1 Will take a deeper root in your memory. 


he am by birth a gentleman; your grandſa- 
a. Mer was a man of independent though not. 
his Mrge fortune. He had one ſon beſides - 


| f Wy {clf, and my mother died in giving me 
e. Juſt as I had attained my twenty-firſt 
ar, my father followed her to the grave, 


m- misſortune I ſhall lament to the lateſt 
x- pur. He leſt a will behind him ſo ſingu- 
on as afforded a ſolid foundation for my 
an erlaſting miſery, yet neither my brother 
d. ſelf accuſed him of injuſtice. We loved 
ſeemed to love, with the tendereſt fra- 
yet Hrrnal affection, therefore thought it no 
er; Mardſhip to divide our father's property 
od auall) between us, on the condition that 
ou e inhabited the ſame houſe, but that 
the ther being fo adventurous to contract mar- 
oo Mage, ſhould forfeit all intereſt in the ef- 
ng 4 cts to the other. Such was the will of 
; 1 Jour grandfather, my loves, ſuch the ſitua- 
11d 4 on of your unele and myſelf; in the days 
tit a df my proſperity. | That invincible abhor- 


vill VOL. I, C rence 


* 


— — — 
* 


rence to matrimony imbibed by our other. 1 


So frightful were the pictures he oonſtanti) 4 


of fraternal happineſs, which he was wont 


N — 
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ſtraint impoſed on the freedom of decken 2 
yet to prevent our feeling the ſhackles o 


greateſt harmony.—Pity, oh! my chil-| 
dren, the folly of your father, who, truſting f | 
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wife good parent, originated from domeſii & 
occurrences unneceflary for you to know. *% 


drew of wedded miſery, ſo beautiful thoſe '© 


to fay would never remain in due force » 
longer chan we both continued bachelors i 
that ſo far from wiſhing our powers i 6 
targed, we thought it would have been 
tempting our own deſtruction. However| * 


/ 


A * 


compulſion even in imagination, we mutu- 
ally agreed, that at any time, if either ſhould 


chuſe to change his condition, the for- 4 


feiture annexed ſhould never be exacted _ 1 N 
the other. | ; 


Twenty years did we 150 Ge in we 4 £ 
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ber. the word of a perfidious brother, at the 
ſic > of forty, gave his hand to a girl of fix- 
on, lovely. as the ſun at its riſing, but 
nth 4 ones as thy wretched ſelves. If ye 


wo n forgive me, eome and embrace the im- 

ont] 4 \ get miſguided author of your miſera- 

reef 2 > exiſtence !” 

ors. Y | 8 

er rie pauſed and held out his arms 

een Waning and ſobbing, their cherub faces 
on his boſom !—Still holding them near 

8s heart, and having dried their tears, he 

3 Wus continued. 


4 G | © Immediately I wrote to inform your 
3 Pele what I had done, and: ſo little did I 
obt his honour, as even to bluſh as I ro- 
aded him of our mutual engagement, 
1 inking thereby, I unworthily harboured 
doubt of his integrity. Still conſidering 
4 Wyſclf as the joint proprietor of our undi- 
Wed effects, I conducted my wife from 
e altar to that houſe,'of which I fondly 
C2 ſoppoſed 


- 


/ 


ſome ſort or debe as my family, 1 in forme] 
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ſuppoſed ſhe would have been the brightef f = 
ornament ; but, oh, my poor boy! my 1 
ſweet girl! how were my expectation 
blighted even in the very bud, by the cruel I 4 
ty of that brother, in whom my heart re 


of anſwering my letter, I received a viſl 1 
from his lawyer, who, in the name of hi 1 
client, poſſeſſed himſelf of houſe, money} AY 1 
lands, every thing. In vain I pleaded Wo 1 
condition ſo ſolemnly, but alas! not for 1 
mally ratified. My brother forfeited lil 3 
- honour, and I loſt my eſtate. - Your mol C 
ther's affections alone remained the ſol 
tary wreck of all my treaſures, and whilil 
poſſeſſed of them, every other evil in va 
afſſailed to unman me. 1 J 
— = 
* Arab to ſubſiſt by labour where 1 A 
had lived in affluence, with the few pound 3s N 
ve could muſter, I carried her into Wales * 4 
hoping to obtain for her a livelihood df 


4 | 4 


EY 
ay 


times 
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ite | 4 ti ies, had originated from that country, 
which 1 imbibed an early partiality, 


ion 4 1 om the repreſentations. made of it to me 
acl en young, by my grandfather and. fa- 
tea, 0 . 
viſd «Here again I was diſappointed of my 


n, for in ſpite of our beſt endeayours, we 
Mere reduced to a ſtate of poverty, more 
&treme than you, my darlings, have eyer 
4 % . perienced, and muſt inevitabyl have died 
hunger, but for the charitable gentle 
an who ſent us hither, to cut timber in 
> foreſt belonging to his eſtate. He built 
3 " furniſhed- this cottage, firſt conſulting 
"of ne on which fide the mountain it; ſhould 
I de erected, I pointed out the ſpot where 
ou find it, chuſing rather to climb by the 
1 4 pinding path every day to where my work 
chan on the one neareſt to it, becauſg 
"i 4 4 detter ſecured from tempeſt, and leſs wad 
Wc vinbered by neighbours.” 


4 "> GY .« And 
; | | * * 


f 
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ef, was eſtabliſhed by thy birth e ; 


but thought. my felicity might draw down 


encounter one of thoſe peſts to ſociety, who, 
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* And what; father, is become of tha 
good gentleman ?”-aſked Lowks. „ He b 
dead, my child.“ „And who is our mac. 1 
ter now?” His ſon, but of him I know 'W T 
nothing.” Lewis was again ſilent, and I 3 
W continued. Y 


1 


75 The content of your mother and my- Y Y 


8 


* 


wo took poſſeſſion of the cottage, and that | 
of thy fiſter compleated our happineſs on 
the year following. Mary, my Mary was | 1 
like yourſelves, ſo gentle, ſo complying, 1 : + 
that herpreſence ſhed grace, ſweetneſs and 
plenty, on every ſurrounding object. In 
her ſociety, I ſdught no other enjoyment, Wl 


on me the envy of princes. Alas! your | bt 
grandfather, my babes, knew better than ! mi 
did, how to rate the frail attachments of ; Wi. 
erring woman In my way home, on a fine 
ſummer evening, it was my hapleſs luck to 


under 
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Nader the name of travellers, purſue their 
4 ices more than their improvement. His 
b ] ppearance was prepoſſeſſing, his manners 
o oliſhed, his tones inſinusting; he aſked 
e ſeverel queſtions as he walked by my 
ae, which I anſwered with more than ei- 
4 3 Wility, by inviting him to my cottage. He 
3 I : zoked ſurpriſed," at finding ſomething in 
A 2 ſpeech leſs plain than in my habit, yet 
K no ſarther notice at that time, of bis 
3 made any ſuch ohſervation, but 
t cœurtequſiy conſented to go home 
Wi me, complaining. bew greatly he was 
———ů —— lo 
which would lead him to the place where 


bis ſervant and horſes waited for him. 1 


he mountains almeſt ſince the dawn of 
9 | morning, ſo inſatiable i 18 Ny. thirſt ſor the ; 
IF ſublime and wonderful of Nature; never 
Wo more beautifully difplayeds ne in, * 


{cene before us.“ 


- ws © ” 4 & *% os 
* 


Tr <« Gratifid 


have beſides, ſaid he, been rolling er 
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* Gratified by the eine lt of man, 
| fuch as I once aſſociated with, I forgot my 
| condition, as well as the diſtance which 
fortune ſeemed to have placed between us, 


giving my opinion of men and things,/6 as o 


8 had et as, f of Whos all. 

[5608 « The WW 2 of a "I { introduion 
paſſed away, freedom of diſcourſe ſucceed- 
ed. I gave him the account he required 
of the place and people. He alſo aſked 
What was my occupation, and when I told 

him, ſeemed to expreſs great wonder how 

1 could make myſelf content in ſo labo- 
ow; ſo wy a condition. | 


. « Ah! Sig, fail 1, 60 * by and . 
| 1 ſhew- you' the gems my cabin contains, 
your aſtoniſhment will ſubſide; you will 

then allow I have cauſe for more than con- 

tent, with the lot fate has drawn 915 

from the lap of fortune.” 


— 


* 


by | ce My 
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My good friend,” cried the ſtranger, 
catching hold of my hand; © this is not 
the language of a. peaſant, far better 
would it become the lips of a Cicero.” 
Fearful that he might dive deeper for a 
ſecret which ſhame made me deſirous to 
conceal, I only -replied, © that I was un 
worthy the compliment; for, if by chance 
I ſpoke better than common, love alone 
had inſpired me with eloquence.” "« Love!? 
repeated he, © ſtill more ſtrange: Love! 
and at your — (he did not ſay age, but he 
looked it. expreſſively)—I beg: your par- 
don, I honour you with all my heart, but 
—” © We were ſo near home, that your 
mother with you, tny Lewis, holding by 
her apron, and my little blue eyed Loretta 
hanging at her ſnowy boſom, came out to 
meet me, little expecting that I was bring 
ing under my roof a ſerpent, whoſe poiſon- 
ous breath would infect her purity withthe 
peſtilence of vice, and plunge his ſting into 
the very. vitals of his unſuſpecting enter- 

+ _. tainer,” 


1 
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tainer. “ Naughty, naughty man !” ex- 
claimed Loretta“ I will kill him, father, 
when I am a man!” _ Lewis, his face 
covered with crimſon.— No, my brave Wo! 
boy, replied Montgomery, we muſt 
leave our private injuries to God, who will W 
not fail to redreſs them. If a ſword is ever 
put into your hand, let it never be lifted . 
_ againſt any other enemy but thoſe of Jour Y 
W your religion, and your country.” - ü 


* 

: 4 > 
By - 
1 
f 

U 

* 

1 

A 

- Fa 

8 
* 
Dy 
* 

is 


* Pray brother,” ſaid Loretta bettet 9 
iy, © do not ſtop Gur father fo often, for 
you do not know how much I want to 

- Hear about that naughty ſerpent man, who 
Kung him and mother, when ſhe came out 
with you and I to meet him.” —Montgo- | 
mery kiſſed them both more than once, and 


"Iv 


When I preſented my wife, bluſhing 
with modeſt confuſion, at being detected 
e n ſaſtenance to her infant by a 

* 


b fricadſkip. 
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ſtranger, and when J lifted up you, my. 
poor babes, to the arms of my new a6 
: quaintance, he offered his ſorvioęs to better 
our circumſtances with fo much warmth, 
W ſincerity and frankneſs, that if we did not 


give him pur whole hearts, we could not 
without ingratitude, refuſe him our entire 


* I * | 1 N "+ 
1 Under aha of viewing at his leis 


| A {ure the magnificent ſcenes in the neigh- 
WF bourhoad of Snowdon, he protracted his 


ſtay much beyond the time fixed for his 
departure, and no fingle day; paſſed, that 
did not bring him to our eottage, exeept 
on ſyeh hours as he was ſure-of finding me 
at home. I aſked not his name for fear of 


| offending, nor did he ever tell it of his own 


accord; we accoſted him by the appella- 
tion of Sir, and in ſpeaking of him, called ö 
* only the p— wie i & 


. * 


41 
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The ſoul of your mother was gentle 
even to ſeebleneſs, penetration ſeemed to 
ſorm no part in her character, yet ſhe often 

blamed the ſtranger's reſerve, reſpecting 
the rank he bore in ſociety, once adding, 
that to judge by appearances, it muſt be 
eminently conſpicuous. Sometimes ſhe 
would obſerve with all the ſimplicity of 
genuine prudence, that we ought to be 
more eircumſpect in forming ſo cloſe an 
intimacy with a man of whom we knew 
| * ON and that little only from b 


544166 .F eee the caution which I N 

u no means adopt, and would cry out on 

fuch repreſentations, Deareſt creature 

What have we to apprehend from a being 

ſo every way amiable ; but even ſuppoſe 

him leſs honeft than he appears to be, we 

5 bave nothing to loſe ; what harm can he 

0 ?-—She always heard me with mildneſs, 

- and either remained filent, or turned the 
converſation into another channel. 

„ Buſineſs 


DAD. Ba. K %⅛ . x 


re 


$ 
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« Buſineſs which . concerned the intereft 
of my employer, called me to a town twenty 
miles from Snowdon, and the hours of my 
abſence were occupied by viſions of the 
fancy never to be realized. They repre- 
ſented your mother flying into my arms 
on my return home, with as much joyful 
haſte, as ſhe ſhewed ſorrowful reluctance at 
quitting them on my departure. 


4666 fund 2 as uſual, the door of our cabin 
open, it is the privilege of poverty to re- 
quire neither bolt nor bar for its ſecurity, 
and before my foot had paſſed the threſhold, 


I called upon the name of my Mary, from 


whom I expected fo ſweet a reception. 


Mary heard me not! The cries of my an- 


gel babes drew me to your chamber, where 
1 hoped to have found her, but where 1 
ſaw only my little treaſures bound down 
on their . beds, and heard Lewis, who was 
only beginning to liſp half formed words, 


 exy out, Man — man—, mammy, mam- 


my. — 
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my.”— A paper which I ſnatched . 1 
the groündh aſcertained the reality of my 
misfortune. It was written in the hand 
of your mother, and contained theſe words.” 


$6 IT 18 time to undeceive 14 
* the poor old man—the unnatural - alli- W 
% lance is broken—June will no longer 
« repoſe on the boſom of December go 
with the amiable firanger—Adieu, Mont- Wi 
(6 gomery.“ : | | . 4 
4 | » | . 
Here pauſed the yenerable hiſtorian ! 
then added— It is beſt, my children, that MW 
vou ſhould ever remain ignorant of the 
paſſions, with which the reading of your 
mother's billet deformed the ſoul of your fa- 
ther, who now on the bed of ſiekneſs, con- 
ſiders them with remorſe, e 4 
Nine! nent | 1 £ N. 
m 
5 « But, ill 0 — father You 
ſhall nat diet” cried. altcraately the, weep- 


d ing 


1 _ le _w- — — ft — — * 
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m ng, already balf-orphaned children 
ny No, my pretty innocents,” replied the 
d gitated parent, © I truſt it will be God's 
is I pleaſure, for your ſakes, to ſpare me a little 
onger.” He ſpoke thus to appeaſe their 
grief, for he had many hours felt the hand 
Wor death ſtretched towards him; and it was 
Joe ſbaſty advances of this ſpectre which 
4 made him exert the beſt of his remaining 
Nrengtb, not to carry with him beyond the 
rave a ſecret that hereaſter may behove 
Wthe intereſt of his little ones. He had, by 
the greatneſs of the effort, drawn it to the 
very dregs, and to./recruit his exhauſted 
& ſpirits, pretended to fall aſleep, which ſeal- 
ed up the lips of his diminutive nurſes, 
whoſe watchfulneſs could only be exceeded 
by their fears of loſing ſo precious a pa- 

rent. 18] eit % #94 off 


Haring aba n fata tae, be din 

| revived, and they again were all ear to 
catch the ſound of 2 
ſay 
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fay to them, for dearly did they love to hear (i 


him talk, though ſometimes their dutiful Ml 


hearts were almoſt broken by the — $ 
wn he uttered. ' 1 


e loves,” ſaid Montgomery, renew- 
ing the diſcourſe, now that I ſeel myſelf 
much better, if you are as willing to liſten 
as I am to ſpeak, we will hold a little more 


ſerious converſation.” — They ſtamped their | A, 


delighted conſent to this propoſition on the 
lips, the forehead, the hands of their fa- 
ther, who with real animation, and pre- 
tended cheerfulneſs, bad Lewis draw out 
from under the bed a ſmall box, the key 
of which he took from a ribband banging 
. his neck. 


The eyes of bis little audience ſparkled 
with joy ; 3 they were about to be gratified 
with the fight of ſomething they had long 
wiſhed to contemplate; it was the contents 
- of that very box A to pro- 


Vin 1 duce 
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F 
| 
uce from its hiding-place. Often had they 
pulled it out, - admired the workmanſhip 
iſhed: to know what was in it, and enquir- 
j ed of their father, but obtained no fatisfae- 
tion to their enquiries, either from his re- 
plies or their on | endeavours, ſor which 
Wreaſon their eagerneſs to ſee it now was 
evinced by ſo many monkey tricks, that 
Nontgomery thought proper to divide their 
uention. Laying bis death- cold hand on 
ge object of their preſent devotion — My 
children, ſaid he, before I open this box, 
in which is all the worldy wealth I have, 
and which will one day be yours, you muſt 
bear me explain when it will be ſo, and 
W that you are not to poſſeſs it but by obe- 
dience to the injunctions JI am going to 
lay on you, which, young as you are, I ex- 
pect you will conſtantly remember with 
reverence, and perform with exactneſs.. 
1981 Aan da - 17+. WM 
They promiſed every thing, rubbing 
their little hands with impatience, which 
| changed 
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ehanged into the profoundeſt attention | 
when their pious parent called: upon them i 
for the whole of it. ] ſee, continued i 
he, that you will always be as good as I 
have hitherto found, you; and though the Wil 
precious contents of this box cannot be 
eee eee Lmear | 
1 ou am 4604 when wy W 1 


8 ee the fenting; Joy ® 
e ſhone: in the eyes of Leu 
and Loretta Weep not, my ſweet 
loves, | God may yet permit me to live 
many, many years, but you know we muti 
all die at one time or other. Yes, yes,” 
ſobbed the pretty afſſicteds, © but not yet, 
father!“ —“ Oh, no, I only "= of what 
may be at a great diſtance.” —* How long 
do you think; father?“ “ I cannot tell 
that, but whenever it ſhould happen, re- 
member I now tell you that this ſolitary 
place will be unfit for you to abide in, 
n is my command you ſeek your 
ſubſtence 
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aabfiſtence in a country where labour is 

Jess ſeatce and more ſupportable. The 

pride which drove me ſrom England, you 

have not even the weak motive that; acta · 

W ated my conduct to plead in your excuſe ; 

like we, ſhould you bury yourtelves in 

W theſe. barren mountains, unknomm, une 

ended, unprotected !——Why lock ſo ſad, 

ay pretty ones? I talk of events which 

nay not happen theſe twenty years.” . 

That is a long time, cried Lewis, © fo 
why, fiſter, ſhould we uvex ourſelves, for 

by then we ſhall be old enough to die wit 

our dear father,” Loretta ſmiled through 

her tears, as Lewis kifſed away' thaſe which 

had ſtrayed down her cheeks. I do not 

ory- for that,” ſaid ſhe, but Wo I 

cannot help it.” 


« Inimitable children,” continued Monts 
gomery, © you both reaſon like philoſu- 
phers ; let us then--ſuppoſe I ſhould die 
my 1 hence, c ar ta-marraw, you 


ke? 


. 
1 
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muſt not forget what I would then have ] id 
you do—Go, my orphan lambs ! Go toi 
England—England may be mere favour-|i 

able to you than it has been to your fi- n 
ther Ves, the God of Prophecy, bids mel 
announce, that in England, you wilt be . 
' _ fortunate; that hoſpitable country will re. 
ceive into its boſom. its own innocent ex- 
iles !—And now, my children,” ſaid he, 
| ſeeing they were ſo much affected as to re- 

quire a ſhort reſpite, «we will examine our if 
ttle treaſure,” applying, as he ſpoke, the 
key to the lock, which action gladdened i 

their pretty countenances, and covered i 

them with the roſy tints of expectation. 


With eager glance, and hands that long- 
ed to be meddling, if filial reverence had 
not faſtened them down to their ſides, did 
they watch the unfolding of paper after pa- 
per, when, taking from the innermoſt one 
a ſmall caſe, Montgomery, with his face 
averted, gave it to "_ anxious obſervers, 
IT | -_— 


* . 
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Fading them open it; a taſk which they: 
performed with Sy k 


ce Why, father,” exclaiined 4 Lewis, © here 


only a little girl like my fiſter in this 
Pretty box!“ “ Feel, brother, feel,” added 
Loretta, with ſurprize equal to his own, 
me does not move !”—< It is only a pic- 
I ure, my love, and of her who was thy mo- 
x Y her!“ Will ſhe hear us if we ſpeak to 


her, father?“ — The groan he had ſuppreſ- 


] ſed choaked his utterance. If ' ſhe can, 
ve will tell her to come home again,“ ſaid 


che infant, whom this cruel} mother had 


ſorſaken almoſt at her birth. © No, no, 


no, ſhe can neither ſee nor hear thee! 
Then returning it to the box with haſte, as 
if afraid his reſolution of never beholding 
it more might yield to temptation 3 he 

next drew. out a handſome ſeal, impreſſed 

with his own arms, the uſe of which he 
fully explained to their intelligent compre- 


polar: telling them, that by means of the. 
| Fw 


wWuandered from one object to fix on an- 
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picture and the ſeal they MN ſome day 
or other find out their mother, and, per- 
haps, be reſtored to that es he had er 
GY forfeited. | "af; I 


', Here,” e hs king up A 
« ſmall flip of paper, is the certificate o 
your mother's marriage with me, and 1 
charge you reſtore it to her, if it ſhould AP 
Happen that you ever meet. Be more du - 
tiſul to her than ſhe has been juſt to you; 
tell her I forgive her, and pray that God 
alſo will pardon all that ſhe has dene 
amiſs.” But ſhall; we not forget in f 
twenty years, father, what you tell us to 
do now. No, think of my words every 
day, my good boy, and you will never ſorget 
them.“ — Ah!“ cried Loretta, whoſe eyes 


other, * oh dear, there is a pretty book, 
father; look, brother, did you ever ſee any 
thing ſo fine?“ —It was a ſmall family 
OW, ana in Morocco, and neatly gilt. 

Z Montgo- 
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Montgomery, lifting it reſpectfully to his 
ph, preſſed it to his heart with reve- 


4 This, cried he, in tones of ec+ 
3 a / « this little book, my darlings, is the 
Wc key the tendereſt of fathers can be- 
Wucath to the moſt loved of children. It 
WS the word of God, which I have already 
| # zught you to honour and obey. It con- 

Wins exactly the ſame prayers, the ſame 
WW apters, you read every. day in the old 
cx, covered with green baize, the only 
4 ifference is, that this has a finer outfide, 

ad will/be caſter for you to carry from 
Wence than that large one which you can 

Wow lif&but with difficulty.“ Tes, but 
Wn twenty years, father, I ſhall be a man, 
ind able to carry a hundred weight. 

True, my ſon, but in the mean time we 
uſt make our burden to our ſtrength. I 
eſire this book may be your conſtant com- 
Panion, as you muſt promiſe me to be that 
of your ſiſter when you go into the world, 

kad then the almighty Providence will con- 
2 duct 
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duct your ſteps and proſper your ſortunes 


I have now ſhewn you all the riches I poſi 


ſeſs, and from this moment preſent youll 
with the key of them,” giving it to Lewis 4 


ater having locked the box. 


The child here's to cel ee at 


taking it, tears raſa, to his eyes, he re 
treated back.“ What is the matter 
Lewis?“ “ Ah, my father!“ Fear no 
thing, I can demand it again from yo 


whenever I have occaſion to do ſo. “ 
thought you meant to have died now!“ 
it will be time enough, my affectionate 


child, to think m when. 1 give, you cauſc 


by complaining that I am ill.“ Then 18 


will take the key father,“ and he hung 1 


about, his neck as be bad ſeen it worn by | 


his Food parent.” 

CE en 

#1; « Now anal; bebe: of 

the journey you vill one day or other 

ava to England. — "— Is it a great'-way 
off! * 


or sNvoWDON. 3 


er:“ aſked Lewis —* A great way off, 
oed Loretta.“ Tes, but I have told 
du God will be your conductor.“ And 
ben we get there, where ſhall we £6, fa- 
er? Pray, pray, do not ſend us to that 
Wicked man who turned you out of doors.” 
No, Lewis, no, I will not even tell you 
= what county he reſides, leſt at any time, 
reciting your duty to Heaven, you ſhould 
eſume to take upon you that vengeance 
hich belongs only to itſelf. Sbould the 
mighty King of Earth and Heaven think 
t to reſtore the rights of n my injured chit- 
ren, he will not want the aid of man to 
We fect it. Fut, father, who will give us 
; noney t to pay for food, or who will give 
us any thing to eat when we are hun- 
bry 2” ity 


® 
Staggered by this queſtion, and altnoſt 
in the act of expiring, he fell back on his 
bed, when fancying he had again fallen 
aſleep, the angel children placed them 


.. D {elves 
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ſelves kneeling at his feet. They bad been 
in this ſilent poſition more than half an 
hour, in all which time they only heard | 
the object of their cares ſigh once, but that 
ſo deeply, as made them hope he bad been 


ſnoring. 


Still on their knees, with their hands 2 
faſtened in each other, and their faces hid 
in the rug that covered their father's body, 
whoſe ſoul had flown to his God in that 


ſigh, which they conſidered as the fore- 


runner of refreſhment, they were rouzediM 


by the entrance of the kind-hearted vil- 


lage doctor, who, foreſeeing what would | 


be the event, had brought with him the 


equally kind-hearted curate of the ſame 


village. 
® : | 
They ſtopped at the door, in a fort of 
devotional ecfiacy, admiring the little-pair 
of turtles mourning over the neſt of their 
parent bird. How does your father, my 
pretty 


a 


1 
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| rretty ones, and as good as you are pret- 
* ſaid the Doctor. They got up on 
eir feet at the ſound of his voice, and 
n towards him, crying out, as they clung 
out his knees, „Lou have cured father, 
Wc is very well now, and will not die theſe 
Wwcnty years; you may wake him, and 
ie him fome phyſic, for he has ſlept long 
wough;“ when ſeeing a ſtranger, Lewis 
ed, and Loretta curtſied to the curate, ' 
ich ſo ſweet a grace, that he half ſmo- 
cred them in his embraces, from whence 
e had not releaſed them, when he receiv- 
Wd a hint by a motion from the doctor's 
Wxtended hand, hat all was over. © The 
Woctor wants to be alone with bis patient, 
ou muſt go with me, my dears,” ſaid 
heir new friend. Let me ſee my father 
rſt,” gried Lewis, eſcaping from his graſp. 
And me too,” ſaid Loretta, trying to 
riggle herſelf from his yet faſter hold, 
hat ſhe might follow her brother, when 
n accents of terror he exclaimed, © How ö 
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cold he is! How pale he is! He does nol 
look at me! He does not hear me! H 
does not ſ peak to me! Oh, father, father ; 
what is the matter with you, my dear fu 
ther! Your father is no more; my goof 
boy,” replied the phyſical inſpector, in 
voice of gentle compaſſion. Both. chill 
dren now ſet up a ſeream that pierce 
through the ſouls of the doctor and thei 
curate, whilft Loretta involuntarily return 
ed to the latter, and clung about his knees 
as if to ſeek protection from that enemy 
which had deſtroyed her parent, her only 
parent ! | | 


Having led, or rather dragged theſe little 
victims of ſorrow from the chamber ff 
death, and appeaſed the ſtorm of a fir 
unregulated impreſſion, the curate lei 
them home to his own cottage, hardly ſu 
perior in its appearance to what they hat 
before inhabited, where he tenderly ſhell 
tered the intereſting orphans until the rites 


0 
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i f burial had been decently beſtowed on 
| heir father. 5 


= The venerable remains were interred in 
moſt honourable part of the ſmall 
; hurch-yard, being next to the paſtor's hut, 
nd almoſt cloſe to his door. Our two little 
q leploring ones attended the laſt ceremony, 
Dad would willingly have gone into the 
rave with their father, but Mrs. Evans, 
l he worthy maiden ſiſter of a poor curate, 
bo on ten pounds a year did more good 
han many a man does on ten thouſand, 
nd who held one in each hand, ſtopped, 
y the wiſdom of her remonſtrances, their 


ttle editated purpoſe, reſtrained their com- 
lainings within the bounds of reaſon, and 
fich the tendereft careſſes, as ſoon as ſhe 


brought them back to the houſe, ſent them 


(viſto: bed, with maternal hopes that their ſor- 
harows would be huſhed in the ſoft boſom of 
hel-W&<cpolſe. - 
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If the prayers of righteous people do ; v] 
not always accord with the inſtant accom. lle 
pliſhment of their wiſhes, let them pati. | 71 
ently wait the final award of Providence, 

who never fails, however flowly, to work 

out its own gracious purpoſes. It is a ſort 
of reſignation by which they will be brought 
to confefs that the bleſſing they pant for, 
though out of ſight, is only ſaſpended over 
their heads by the finger of Him who bei 


knows when it will be moſt for their o. 
advantage to cover them with it. = 
-. Contrary to the prayers of Mrs. Evans, Wh 
the children of her charity never ſpent ſo i- 
.comfortleſs a night as that ſucceeding the & 
funeral. There was not a ſpare bed at the Mit 
Parſonage, but the lonely orphans were ac-W- 
commodated by their matronly provider, by Wt! 
the aid of brown bags, worn out cuſhions, iſt: 
new ſtraw of her brother's own threſhing, i 
white blankets of her own weaving, and 
coarſe ſheets of her own ſpinning, wit! WW: 


wholeſome 


e 
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choleſome couches, ſuch as Princes might 
eeep upon with unbroken ſweetneſs, pro- 
1ded that they poſſeſs the innocence of 
he little pair, and are not, like r un- 
er the dominion of heart-telt agony ! 


W The beds were placed ſo cloſe together, 
What, although it was long after they had 
ain down before either could ſpeak for 
9 obbing, yet, like the babes in the wood, 
heir pretty hands were fondly claſped in 
ech other. At length the ſilence was brot 

en by Loretta“ Don't cry ſo, brother, 
| ve ſhall die too one day or other, and go 
Winto the pit-hole with our father.” —“ 1 
know that as well as you do, Loretta, but 
it is a very naſty place, and I don'tlike it.“ 
—© Yes, but, Lewis, you would like to go 
there to ſee father.” —* How ſtould T ſee 


father, when it is as dark as pitch. 
ng; Don't frighten me, don't, Lewis ;" and 
ind ſhe hid her head under the bed cloaths; 


Here the lamentations of both were re- 
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newed almoſt to ſuffocation, in.which ſtats 

they continued till morning broke upon 
their ſwollen eye-lids, and chaced away in 
part the gloom in which darkneſs had wrap. 
ped their timid imaginations. 


_ Lewis now propoſed that they ſhould get 
up, put on their cloaths, ſteal ſoftly out of 
the houſe, and go home to fetch away the 
box of pretty things given them ſby their 
father, with, the other little matters they 
poſſeſſed, being reſolved, in obedience to 
his laſt commands, to leave Snowdon, and 


make their way towards England. © But i 


firſt,” ſaid Lewis, weeping as he ſpoke, 
* let us go and kiſs our ſheep and our 
goats, for we ſhall never ſee them again 
They haye no maſter now ! And we have 
no father!” 


- _ little diſconſolates ! ! Go your. ways 
to take a laſt leave of that dear hut, whoſe 
thatched roof has hitherto ſheltered ye from 

the 
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me ſtorms of fortune Go with your com- 
panion, your early play- fellow, ſhaggy coat- 
W cd Lion, to follow your melancholy fteps, 
8 and to guard them from moleſtation! Ye 
have, indeed, loſt a good, a kind, a wiſe 


father, but another has taken you up, infi- 


W nitc in goodneſs, kindneſs, and wiſdom !— 


That Supreme Being, whoſe mercy em- 
braces the whole univerſe, adopts the chil- 
dren of his love, and becomes the father of 
the fatherleſs !” | 


Arrived at the door of their hut, they en- 
tered it trembling, with their pretty faces 
averted, as if afraid to look at one another; 
yet, actuated by the ſame amiable ſenſibi- 
bility, they both knelt down before the 
chair in which their beloved parent uſed to 
place himſelf when receiving their careſſes, 
aſter his duy of labour had cloſed, and the 
domeſtie pleaſures of evening invited his 
participation. Reſting their heads on the 
humble ſeat, they kiſſed it with reverence, 

D 5 and 


58 f . ORPHANS 


nk wept bitterly. © Loretta, 6 Loret- 


ta,” cried Lewis, © we ſhall break our 
hearts if we ſtay here any longer He 
got up, and tenderly, raiſed Loretta You 
- ſhall go no further,” ſaid he, © ſtand out- 
ſide the door with Lion, whilſt I fetch the 
box.” —© And, brother,” ſobbed ſhe, “ do 
not forget to bring my beſt coat, my round 
cap, and our clean changes.” 

As ſne hung over the low pales, waiting 
the return of Lewis, the newly awakened 
birds, accuſtomed to be fed from her hand, 
hovered round her head, and, as if in gra- 
titude for her former kindneſs, exerted all 
their powers of melody to enliven her 
thoughts, but ſhe could only ſay to them, 
I fhall never ſee you more. 


The ſheep were crying from their fold 
for a greater range of paſturage, and the 
goats deſcending from the mountain, when 
LEW came out, laden with his box and 
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what other trifles he could collect, over- 
powered as he was by agony at every new 
object, which reminded him, that here, four 
days ago, he ſaw his father well, and- in 
three days after, here, on that bed, he had 
ſeen him expire. His heart was ſo full, he 
could not ſpeak, but looking a tearful adieu 


8 5 . ; — 
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of his ſiſter, neither of them opening their 
lips till they reached the hoſpitable parſo- 


their breakfaſt a comfortable meſs of TR 
tage. 


1 


% AG * fs | 0 
enn r 


friends, Lewis told them that he and Lo- 
rettta muſt bid them good bye. Whither 


Evans. —“ Where our father told us we 
muſt go, to England. Les, indeed, we 


p IST. G- Cs — — 


822 o very hazardous a journey. “ Oh, 


on his approaching flock, he feized the arm 


nage, where Mrs. Evans was preparing for 


After SOR a week with, theſe kind 
would you go, my children 8 aſked Mrs. 


muſt go to England,“ faid Loretta.—“ Are 
you ſure your father commanded you to 
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very ſure!” ſaid the little girl, ſhaking her 
head. What, without friend to accom- 
pany you, or monęy to ſubſiſt you?“ — 
Our dear, dear father ſaid we ſhould find 
friends in England, and the two guineas 
you gave us for our ſheep and goats is mo- 
ney enough; ſo, good reverend Sir, we 
will go, if you pleaſe.” No, my worthy 
boy, you ſhall ſtay with us a little longer.“ 
—* Sweet. dears, added Mrs. Evans, kiſ- 
ſing them fondly, © we cannot part with 
you yet. —“ I with, ” cried her brother, in 
the very ſpirit of benevolence, © I could 
have given thee ten guineas for thy ſheep ; 
but it was my all — Ah! fifter, till now did 
vou ever bear me complain of poverty ?— 
Oh, that 1 had enough to cloath, feed, and 
keep theſe inimitable children for ever in 
my. fight.! ie Indeed, indeed, cried 
Levy. « ye, could not ſtay, if you, would 
give us all the world, our father ſaid, < Go 
to England, and we would rather be bu- 
me with bim in his dark grave than diſ- 
oy, obey 


tl 
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obey his orders. Alas! my dears, the 
two guineas will not laſt long, and when 
that is gone, bow will you get bread 2”. 


„We will beg it,” cried Lewis, © rather 
than not do what our father told us.” 


*« Alas! my worthy, dutiful, honeſt, little 


5 

by fellow, are you ſure to find thoſe who, 
- WH will give you bread ?” 

h 

n „Then we will earn it,“ retorted the 
d manly youth. | 

& 

d How, at your tender age, do you Rope 
— to earn it! 4 

d 60 | 

n of Lc can dance: a hornpipe, and Loretta 
d can ſing, and father ſaid we ſhould never 


be aſhamed to do any thing honeſt to make 
our way in the world,” 


Les, 
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Les, brother, joined in the pretty girl, 
but now that we are ſo very, very ſorry, 
how will you be able to dance, or I to fing? 
It is better we ſhould cry, for that does us 


v9 
. 


« So we will, Loretta, for we can cry 
all the night, and get a bit of bread by 
finging and dancing all the day.” 


The Curate's eyes were brim full, thoſe 
of Mrs. Evans covered with her handker- 
chief. | 


Have you conſidered, my good chil- 
dren,” aſked the former, © how almoſt im- 
poſſible it will be that you ſhould find out 
your way from one country to another 
without a guide?“ Fo 


« God will be our guide, anfivered Lewis, 


c for father told us he would.“ 


« And 


cc 


ta 
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« And I am pretty ſure,” added Loretta, 
« father never told fibs, and ſo God muſt 
take us up, and go along with us too.“ 


te Ever, ever, dear innocents,” exclaimed 
Evans, © preſerve your dependance on God 

alone, and he will, indeed, go with you 
every where.“ 


Then we may now go, good Sir, may 


we not, with many thanks for all favours?” 


Here they both beld up their blooming 
cheeks to receive the laſt kiſs from the 
lips of their deeply penetrated protectors ; 
but they, quite overcome by the emotions 
of admiration and pity, caught them to 
their hearts, and declared they would ra- 
ther die than let them go away where they 
ſhould never ſee them more !—Yet, after 
all, finding them ſturdy to their purpoſe, 
they were forced to tell them they would 
not give them the two guineas, which was 


the 
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the price of their theep, before they had 
ſtayed one week longer, and during the 
reſt of the day, they invented a thouſand 
ways to amuſe theſe precious children of 
Charity, but they were not to be diverted 
from paying ſtrict obedience to the com- 
mands of their father. 


When at bed-time Lewis could ſpeak to 
his ſiſter without being overheard, he thus 
began, | 


« It does not ſignify, Loretta, we muſt 
not ſtay here; you know, we muſt go to 
England. I believe Parſon Evans means 
to Keep us here always: What do you 
think, my dear fiſter ?” 


Indeed Lewis, I dont know, but Par- 
fon Ent and Mrs. Evans are very good 
_ 5 


7 66 Oh 
- 4 A 
— * * * 


— 


I 


or SNOWDON. 65 


live with them for ever, Loretta?“ 


« No, brother, that I would not for all 
the world, becauſe you know why.” | 


Then mind what I tell you,” faid 
Lewis. © They will not let us go if they 
ſhould be awake, ſo don't go to ſleep, and 
when we can ſee to put on our clothes, we 
will ſteal away, the ſame as whan we went 
home to fetch the pretty box.“ 


„ What! Sha? nt we come back ay 
more, brother?“ 


* Oh yes, when we have got a great 
deal of money in England, we will come 
again to Snowdon, and giye it all to the 
miniſter and his ſiſter, who are ſo fond: of 
us now that we have nothing to giye them. 


«© But 


© Oh very, very good! But would you, 
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« But then, Lewis.” 


tle 


« What then, Loretta ?” ur 


Why if we go away before they are 
awake, how ſhall we have all that money 


they promiſed us for our poor dear little 
mop: * | 
Never mind that, we don't want it and 
they do; the parſon is old, befides he is a 
gentleman, and don't you remember how 
he groaned, becauſe he had not enough to 
maintain us, or how he wept, when he ſaid 
he wiſhed he could pay us more for our 


flock, but that the two ne was all he 
* - 


- 


o * * 


les Ves I remember it very well, brother, 
ſo let us do as you ſay, for it would vex me 


ſadly to carry away any of his'money with 
a us. — : 


, Thus 
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Thus did theſe innocent, grateful prat- 
ters, deliver the pure ſentiments of their 
untainted hearts, after which they arranged 
every thing for their departure at the break 
of day; but ſleep ſtealing on their buſy 
fancies, effectually enſlaved them in her 
trammels, until effulgent morning beamed 
upon their eyes, and ſet them at liberty, 


Thrice had the wooden clock which or- 
namented the Curate's contracted kitchen, - 
by the word cuckoo, announced the hour 
to be three, when Lewis ſtarting up and 
reſting on his elbow, cried out, © Loretta, 
Loretta, it is time to be going—we might 
have ſlept till noon, if that pretty bird had 
not come out to tell the hour, and bid us 
prepare for our journey.” 


* I ſhall be ready in a minute, my dear 
Lewis,” ſaid Loretta, “ and am very much 
obliged to the pretty little bird, for ng 
us in mind of our duty. 1 


She 
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She was as good as her word, and having 
put the box, together with their ſcanty pro- lo! 
viſion of clothes in a bundle, wrapped about * 
with one of her owh little aprons, they next * 
crept ſoftly out at the door, knelt down by 
the grave of their father, bedewed it with IM 
tears, ſaid the Lord's prayer, then rifing, il" 
flew into the arms of each other, ſobbing Wi” 
out in half formed words, that they would = 
never be ſeparated. 4 

. DY 

a n orphans! Proceed in that 
path. to which chance, without the aid of 
geography has conducted ye. Ye are now 
in the direct road which leads to that hoſ- 
pitable country where ye would be; pur- 
ſuc it and be happy! My eye ſhall follow 
your light ſteps, whilſt my pen faithfully 


_ recounts every event by which they are at- 
tended. 


Our young adventurers, had they been 
- diſciples of ancient philoſophy, or the pu- 
a pile 
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Is of ſuperſtition, might have argued a 
lorious preſage to their undertaking, from 


ai he unclouded ſky that ſpread itſelf over 
+ WW bcir heads at the commencement of their 
by ravels; but no ſuch idea firack the ima- 
© WEi0ation of Nature's own children, they 
g, ere comforted by the early rays of the 


un, and refreſhed by the noon-tide breezes, 
vithout arrogating to themſelves, that it 
vas on their account the ſun thone brighter, 

or the winds blew frether than uſual. Nei- 
ber did they paſs them by with ungrateful 
Wnſcnſibility, but often ſtopped in their ſwift 
Wprogreſs, to give the tacit praiſe of admira- 
ton to that inviſible hand which illuſtrated 
the heavens, reared the mountains, and 
overſpread the earth beneath with variety 


w 
ly of flowers, ſuch as they had never ſeen be- 
+ Wh fore. Enticed by their colours, as well as 


attracted by their fragrance, they loitered 
to pluck them, until hanger with voracious 
clamours, forced them to greater diligenee; 
and each beſtowing a loving kiſs on their 

| friend 


from Snowdon and the good curate. 
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friend Lion, who carried the bundle be. 
tween his teeth, they all three trotted on 
at ſuch a rate, that beſore night-fall, they 
reached a ſmall village, ten miles diſtant 


The hut at which they ſtopped, belonged 
to a fiſherman, who, having caught ſmal 
fry from a neighbouring lake, carried them 


to a town twenty miles from his own reſi- W 


dence, bringing back in his cart ſuch pro- 
viſions, as were neceſſary to himſelf or the 
other villagers, and very unlucky did he 
think it, if theſe productive journeys were 
not made three times a week. 


On one of them when prepared to ſet 
out the next day, and enjoying his 
profits by anticipation with a pipe in his 
mouth, repoſing on a wicker chair before 
the door of his hovel, that our three tra- 
vellers hungry and weary, approached to- 
wards him. | 


Without 


& - 
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Without ceremony, the two little ones 
Waccd themſelves on the ground by his 
de, and aſked if he would be ſo good to 
ie them a bit of bread and a little ſtraw 
lic down upon. Lewis had taken the 
Wundle from Lion, who alſo laid down as 
Wuictly, as if he had thought himſelf at 


Ome. 


The fiſherman dropped his pipe, ſtarted 
n his feet, eyed the children with ter- 

fic aſtoniſhment, and exclaimed: © In 
he name of God! Be you fleſh and blood, 
r be you the fairies which I have heard ſay 
ve on the great mountains of Snowdon ?” 
You gueſs right,” ſaid Lewis, without 
Wonmprehending his meaning, we come 
his om Snowdon.” —© Then as 1 have done 


. 
; : \ 7 , * _ Oe 3 "#46 . 3 
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his ou no harm,” replied the ſtill more af- 
we Nighted cottager, © for the love of heaven, 
ra- o back there again. I don't fear man, 


roman, or child, but I don't chooſe to be 


pinched 
put 
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et 


pinched black and blue by ſuch little gen 
nd as you are.“ 


Indeed, indeed,” cried Loretta, © w 
never hurt any body.” —< Hobgoblins, an 
hurt nobody! that is a fine tale. Believe | 
who will,” retorted the fiſherman, “ wit 
all your beauty, and though you look lik 


two angels, I know you are no better that 


a brace of devils.” | 


Lewis caught up a ſtone “ Man,” (all 
he, © I wilt Knock you down, if you ſa 
that again. We are hungry , thirfty, au 
weary, but if you will give us nothing i 
eat, or to drink, or to reſt on, vou have i 
bufineſs to call us bad names. Our deaf 
tender-hearted father would not have done 
that, if your children had aſked' it of Him 
Then burſfing into tears, he flung himſe 
on the neck of Loretta, rang was ere weef 
ing.— 11 


Far, 
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Far, very fur from being of a hard impe- 
etrable nature, was this ignorant ſon of 
perſtition. He believed in fairies and 
obgoblins, he had alſo heard them de- 
ribed as much more beautiful than the 
hildren of men; theſe were certainly the 
noſt lovely his eyes had ever beheld; their 
erſons too, though modelled by the hand 
f proportion, were ſo diminutive, their 
Wountenances ſo infantine, that accurates 
Wudges might have dropped two years in 
he calculation of their ages. Beſides all 
beſe conſiderations advanced in defence of 
hat credulity, which extinguiſhed the ſpark 
| ff pity hitherto cheriſhed in his boſom, let 
Wt be remembered, he acted under the in- 
uence of what he thought ſelf-preſerva- 
ion, when he bad the poor little orphans 
go back to Snowdon, the mountains of 
hich, from tradition, had long been the 
object of his terrors, as Wing the harbour of 
hat miſchievous genii who wandered over 
he whole country, tormenting good peo- 
VOL „ „ E | ple, 


74 THE ORPHANS 


ple, killing cattle, diſturbing rivers, raiſin 
ſſtorms, and tearing up trees in their paſ 
1 1 L a; 


This honeſt man, then, was no ſoon; 
convinced by the expreſſion, and ſtill mon 
by the tears of Montgomery's children, 
they were indeed human not ſapernaturid 
beings, than he gave them a reception the 
more kind in en as it m a 
been cruel. 


He ran into the hut to fetch out his 

| wife, a very notable woman; who although 
"buſy in providing a ſavory diſh for her huſ 
band's ſupper, neverthelèſs made no delay 

in opening her arms to receive the littk 
ones committed by him'to her tender care, 
whom ſhe fed and lodged with ſuch hoipt- 
table heartineſs, as made them thank God 
for r ſending them Wh good fi friends. 


| Bes 
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iſiny 
pak 


Before they retired to reſt they had wa © 
heir artleſs tale, as well as the country to 
which bound, and were liſtened to with 
nore ſincere ſympathy than the happy in 
general beſtow on thoſe worſe off than 
themſelves. Money they had not to give 
them, but the charitable woman ſat up all 
night to turn ſome of her little wardrobe 
to the uſe of Loretta, having examined 
their bundle and found it very indifferently 
ſupplied : neither was Lewis neglected, 
for ſhe made him a little flannel jacket out 
of her own beſt Sunday petticoat ; and the 
fiſherman finding their neareſt rout lay 
hu: WW through the town whither he was to carry 
lelay his fiſh, he offered to give them a caſt, 
Vitth I which they joyfully accepted; nor did they 
care, ¶ cauſe him to accuſe them of tardineſs the 
offi: next morning, for with each. a piece of 
God bread put into their hands by way of break- 

faſt, he found them planted by the cart's 

fide when he came to lade it with his baſ- 
efore kets. Lion bad alſo come in for his ſhare 
5 | E 2 : of 


- 
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* Sf plenty; ; and the honeſt trader lifting al 
*$ three into his carriage of accommodation 
wiped his little ragged poney and turned 
from the door, where hoſpitality ſtood por. 
ter in defiance of poverty, who had ofter 
tried to pick him out of office. But firſ 
be it premiſed, that the orphans of Snow. 
don exchanged many careſſes with their 
bountiful hoſteſs, and departed from her 
fight with the ſame grateful ſenſations the 
experienced the day before on quitting the 
pious curate and his tender-hearted ſiſter. 


* 


The road on which they entered, gfter 
AFkimming over the green ſod which en- 
cloſed the fiſherman's hut on every fide, 
was ſo rough and ſtony, that their poor 
little delicate frames were almoſt diſlocated 
before they came to the end of ther 


Journey. 


They ſtopped at the door of a miſe 


rable alehouſe in the out-ſkirts of the 
market 


a 2 
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market town for which they were bound, & 
when lifting Montgomery's children from 
his cart, the fiſherman recommended them 
to the care of his landlady, ſaying, in the 
words of the Good Samaritan, and when 1 
come again I will pay thee: He then took 
leave of his pretty companions, kiſſing them 
kindly, and prayed God to proſper their 


journey. 
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The next morning our intereſting or- 
phans found their poor little limbs fo ſore 
and fo ſhaken; that their hoſteſs would not 
let them proceed, although they-told her 
they had not a farthing to reward her good 
nature. She bid them not mind iat, ſhe. 
ſhould not grudge to give them a dinner 
and a ſupper too. Having ſatisfied their 
honeſt ſcruples, ſhe told them they might 
take a walk and ſee their fine market, 
which ſhe averred was one of the v ery beſt 
in the whole ae. 


E383 Delighted 


4 
THE ons 


4 pF Delighted with the thoughts of ſeeing 

what they had never ſeen before, hand in 

hand they ventured themſelves into this 

new world, which chnſiſted of about a hun- 

dred and fifty or fixty houſes, divided by 

ſtreetsſo narrow, as to nn: no Sent for 
admiration. 


Almoſt ſuffocated with ſmoke, and poi- 
ſoned with bad ſmells, none of which had 
ever invaded the mountain of Snowdon, 
they would have turned back if their curio- 
ſity had not been awakened by joyful 
ſhouts, and the ſound of a fiddle at a ſmall 
diftance, towards which men, women, boys 
and giris were running, as if they had all 
been ſtung with the tarantula.— Lewis,” 
cned Loretta, © does not the ſound of that 
fiddle put you in mind of our dear, dear 
father, who you know uſed to play to us as 
he taught you to dance and me to ſing, at 
night after he had done all his work in the 
foreſt,” —© It does, it does,” eagerly an- 
DU ſwered 


or SNOWDON, 79 


ſwered Lewis; “let us run to bchold him 
who can do any thing ſo like our honoured 
father !!—* Yes, let us go, ſaid Loretta; 
and preſently they precipitated their little 
forms into the middle of the multitude, 
which droye or rather puſhed them for-- 
ward, till they ſtopped at an open ſpot di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the * of the mar- 


PR We: 4 


ad 7 - 

n, Lewis Jn a Halt. «© What a fight of 
0- people are got together,” he e 
ul “ You know, ſiſter, we have no money; 
all perhaps ow fog: and.dance, they will give. 
Ys us e E 1 

al 


« Ah! Lewis, Lewis,” ſhaking her head, 
* I have no ſtrength to fing, and you are 
ſo ſore with the jolting of that terrible cart, 
that I am ſure you cannot dance your 
hompipe. 
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© Let us try, however, fiſter, for I do no! 
love to beg, or to take the meat from ſtran. 
gers, becauſe they are willing to give it us 
for nothing. sing you the pretty ſong our 
father made upon morning, and never fear 
but my legs are ap ſtout enough to bear me 
as high as ever.“ 


“ But hark !” rejoined Loretta, let us 
firſt hear what that man is N e. 5 
The man alluded to was exalted ona 
ſage above the heads of his numerous 
ſpectators, extracting ' notes from à half. 
crazy fiddle, ealling out at the end ef every 
tune, Ladies and Gentlemen, you are ſun- 
moned here to behold in all their ſplendow 
tie choiceft collection of monkies ever exhibited 
in this or any other country : I defy proud 
England herſelf to ſhew any bette# dreſſed 
or more to the life—yea, the King's Palace, 
and the whole city of London, I defy them all 
to 


5 OF SNOWDON. 81 


to match their monkies with my monkies, — 


God ſave the King.” 


The finiſhing of this florid ſpeech was 
followed with ſuch loud and repeated ſhouts, 
ſome laughing at the orator, and ſome at, 
the grimaces of his monkies, that the hearts 
of our little ones had almoſt failed them, 
from the very natural concluſion that if they 
ſhould begin their dancing and ſinging at 
a moment ſo tumultuous, againſt rivals ſo 
potent, they ſhould be able to attract very 


us 


* little attention; yet Lewis bidding his ſiſter 
If take courage, he led her, we cannot fay 
r nothing loath, but covered with timid bluſhes, 
Y into a ſmall ſpace deſerted for a nearer ſitua- 
i tion to the ſtage by its late occupiers, where 
2 making their graceful reverences, althoug 
entirely unnoticed, Lewis watching for the 
| Fl firſt call of the fiddle, began his hornpipe, 


in a maſterly ſtile of performance z and as 
ſoon as it had ceaſed to play, Loretta find- 
ing her brother had not given out, becauſe 


E 5 he 
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he ſaw that at leaſt he divided attention 
with the monkies, and catching the motion 

he made for her to begin, nodding her heal 
in token of obedience, her beautiful lip 
modeſtly uncloſed to the ſweeteſt ſound; 
harmony itſelf could utter, whilſt the ſimpl: 
Ai. ſhe ſang received peculiar graces from 
the motions of her eyes and hands, taught 
by her father to enforce the meaning of the 
words, which were alſo of his own compo- 
ſition, as well as the muſic. The words are 


fill extant, but the notes are loſt. 


e Ky 


AIR. 


From the mountain's ſummit ſteep, 
Tip-toed Morning takes her peep: 
Vivid bluſhes round her fly, 

"Ms Sweeping vapours from the ſky ; 

=” Sucking dew-drops from the roſe, 
Gülding objects as ſhe goes. 

Now the ſnow, ſo ſilver pure, 

She with gems beſpangles o'er ; 
Decks with verdure every hill, 


Darts her beams on every rill. 


or sxowpox. 


Now o'er glen and valley ſtrays; 


tion Now with her own ſhadow plays; | * j 
Chaſing ſorrow far away— f 

ead 

lin Such the ſports of early day. 

nd; | 


The youth / the prettineſs, the voice, the 
agility of our enchanting orphans, ſoon 
gained a complete victory over all rivalſhip, . 
but ſuch as their different talents excited, 
about which the multitude were pretty 
equally divided; and ſo often were the 
poor children encored, that at laſt panting  _ 
for breath, they ſat down on the ground, © 
declaring, with tears in their eyes, they 
could pr oceed no further „ 


And now another buſtle enſued, oeca- 
ſioned by the eagerneſs with which 
whole delighted audience tried who en 
be firſt to offer the tribute due to their ex- 
traordinary | merit. Pence fell in ſhowers 
round them; ſuch as could not ap- 
proach n near enough to hand their gra- 
E6 tuity, 


* 
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tuity, nicely took their aim that it ſhould 
fall within their reach, yet not endanger 

their perſons. | 3 
Bounty ſo little expected could not but 
exhilarate the ſpirits that had flagged un- 
der the exerciſe by which they had obtain- 
ed ſo many friends: and the grateful or- 
phans of Snowdon, ſtarting from their poſ. 
ture of reſt, renewed the ſong and the 
dance till the ſpectators themſelves compaſ- 
ſionately made them give over, leſt by kil- 
ling them on their firſt debut, they might 
put an end-to all future entertainment 2 
the ſame quarter. Not content with hav 
ing enriched their little favourites, a large 
ber eſcorted them back to the public- 
thouſe, where they were friendly received by 
the landlady ; and the reſt of the day they 
chiefly paſſed in counting over their mo- 
ney, which being all in copper, and too 
heavy. for conveyance, their good hoſteſs 
ran from houſe to houſe amongſt her neigh- 
bours, 


% 
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bours, until ſhe had turned all their. pence 
and farthings into ſhillings and fixpences. , 
Now,“ ſaid Lewis, as ſoon as his dame 
was ſet out on this friendly errand, “ now, 
Loretta, all that our dear father told us is 
coming true; for if people are ſo good to 
us in this poor country, hew much more 
may we expect to get when we come to 


of- England, where no doubt every body is as ,, 
he rich as he was before he went to live at 
al- Snowdon ? But,” added the boy, in a firm 
il. tone, © remember, Loretta, that if I have 

rht ever ſo much money I will never give any - - 
"Mm of it to that wicked uncle, who took 1 

w- our father's property !” *% 
ge i — 
0 A poor creature now came up to them; 

by as they ſtood juſt within the threſhold, beg- 

ey ging charity: all their wealth was gone to 

0- change its form, and they wept that they 

20 had nothing to give.—“ She is but juſt 


gone, dear Lewis,” ſaid Loretta; © let us 


my — we may overtake her.“ — 
Bidding 
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Bidding her ſtay where ſhe was, he flew on 
= .the;errand of mercy ſwift as an arrow from 
the bow, and coming up with his hoſteſs 
,prevatled on her to throw ſome uncounted 
bandsfull of halfpence into his hat; which 
. . having ſhifted from thence to the beggar's 
apron, ſhe called them two of God's own 
angels, praying for and bleſſing them till 
they could neither ſee or hear her any lon- 
„ though ſtepping outſide the door, they 
- Bad watched her hobbling ſteps to ſee whe- 

N ther ſhe tumbled down, and to help her up 
again if ſhe did. Prayers iſſuing from the 
parched lips of poverty are ſeldom the moſt 
ſlow in aſcending to the Throne Eternal; 
and the bleſſing of a beggar may be ſupe- 
rior in value to that of a biſhop rare ad- 
vantages attainable on terms fo caſy ! If 
any of my younger claſs of readers ſhould 
deſire to poſſeſs them, let ſuch. take for their 
example the willing mind, the tender heart, 
the open hand of Lewis and Loretta. 


* 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt the fairies of Znowdon diverted 


themſelves in talking over their good for- 


tune, in concerting plans for their departure 


on the next day; whilſt the landlady in per- 
ſon condeſcended to aid their little know- 
ledge of the track by which they might 
hope at laſt to reach England; and whilſt 
the well-inchned, but i]l-appointed coun- 
ſellor was puzzling her brain to point out 
their way to the firſt mile-ftone, Providence 


exhibiting in the market-place, as well as 
themſelves, St 


This honeſt. fellow—honeſt he was, tho 
poor as the orphans of Snowdon, and as 
much the ſport of his evil deſtiny as the fa- 
ther from whom they ſprung ! This honeſt 
man then, whoſe name was Brown, com- 
monly called by the few.who beſt knew and 
beſt loved him, Daddy Brown, becauſe had 
his abilities tallied with his boundleſs phi- 

lanthropy, 


was raiſing up for them a much better guide 4 
in the very perſon who had that day been 
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lanthropy, he would willingly have adopted 
- himſelf the father of all ſuch as ſtood in 
need of his aſſiſtance: this great poor man 
had firſt with an air of pique examined the 
3 little intruders, who preſumptuouſly inter- 
fered with his exhibition, drawing off the 
general attention from his cabinet monkies, 
robbing him both of honour and profit, by 

| addreſs fuperior to his own and his monkies 
united together; however, where no vices 
* exiſt, no rancour can harbour; from looking 
on them at firſt with diſpleaſure, he next 
gazed on them with. admiration, and at 


length determined if poſſible to enliſt them 


into his own corps—from the two-fold mo- 
tive of ſerving them and himſelf. 


* 


To carry this benevolent and prudent 
plan into immediate execution was the next 
conſideration; he therefore found out their 
lodgings, which was eaſily diſcovered, fo 
many of the town's people having conduct- 
ed them to the very door of it, where being 
introduced 


# 
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introduced to our r orphans of Snowdon by 


their well-wiſher the landlady, he thus ac- 
coſted them. 


« My good children, you are too young, 
I think, to run about the country alone 
without a guide, and what is ſtilf worſe * 
without a friend to adviſe o or r direct you.“ 


"> 


* 


Have you no father??? 


Alas! no, be is dead!“ 


© Nor mother WE 
* 


“Jes; but of her nne nothing: only * 


that ſhe is ſome where or other in "the 
world. " 


„Did ſhe, could ſhe forſake ye, my 
pretty ones?“ | POLE 


- 


« We 


THE. n 


* We. do not know hat, but the went 
into another oountry n. | 


I g ; 


“So then you have no alations to take 
"oY ne of you ARS e b 
TY { 3 ; 
. * N Ks; bot Sake <7 for we are er 
nend 46 Mee oem another. 


4 Have you met vi mu friends . 


5 


N 


2 * Yes ade 4s ourifrigpd, and God 
is our father 72 


Tears now ran down plentifully over the 
a ſan-burnt cheeks of their ſuſceptible inqui- 
fitor : be caught the children in bis arms, 
and preſſing them to his heart, aſked if 
they would let him be their friend and their 
father? „I will never forfake you,“ ſaid he, 
« I will love, cheriſh, and feed you: as long 
as I live ! * 
** | | « Who 


art 


nt 


„ 
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60 Who are you,“ replied Lewis, cc that 


are ſo good and kind to us?? 


« Oh! know who he is, brother,“ cried. 
Loretta; I know he is the very ſame man 


that we ſaw this 7 with all the wick 
ed-looking beaſts.” : ; . 1 


* 


o 
. _ 


« You are right, my pretty one; but fear 


n my darling, they ſhall a N 


Are you ſure of that ?” 


* Truſt my word, for I never will de- 
ceive you] When yqu find the love I have | 
imbibed- for you, you will love me in re- 
turn.“ 


„That is very likely,” ſaid Lewis, © 1 * 


we muſt love every body that loves us. 
But why do ans run about the country 
without 


gy 
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without a guide ?—Are we not as ſafe by 
ourſelves as we ſhould be with you ?” 


'« Becauſe I am guided by experience, 
and neceſſity is my maſter ;—I know what 
tit is to have ſeen good days: however un. 
kind your fate, mine I doubt has been leſ 
civil; misfortune leaves me no other means 
of exiſting than what you ſee; all I can 
P „Five you is a ſhare in my poverty, and the 

, * whole ſtock of my affections.“ 
® = And enough in conſcience !” exclaim. 
ed the kind hearted hoſteſs, who had been 
hitherto ſilent. Take him at his word, 
62 poor little creatures! I know he is a good 
man, for he often comes this way, now with 
one ſhcw, and then with another, but al- 
ways goes back again, that the Engliſh 
quality, God bleſs them, may ſee his fights 
alſo; fo do not ſtand hauſening about the 
matter, but make your beft bows, and tel 
bim you will go along with all your hearts. 
At 
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At the ſound of England their eyes 
danced with joy, and their fears were half 
vanquiſhed : they aſked eagerly when he 
ſhould go to England ?—declared their 
readineſs to follow him, and returned with 
good will the kiſs of congratulation their 
hoſteſs and new protector gave to each on 
concluding the bargain, a ceremony which 
was delayed no longer than until, in return 
to their queſtion, Daddy Brown had af- _. 
ſured them the time he allotted to making F 
his exhibitions in the Principality was ex- 
pired, his monkies having ſhewn the laſt 
of their tricks that very day, fo ſhould be- 
gin the next morning their journey towards 


od the Mother Country. 

with | | . 

, a Every thing being ſettled entirely tg the 
= ſatisfaction of all parties, the generous 
ohts 


monkey-driver beſpoke a handſome ſupper 
as a reward to the hoſteſs for her kindneſs 
to the children of Providence, now his own 
by adoption ; and whilſt the notable houſe- 

| wife 


* 
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wiſe prepared to obey orders, at the requeſt bc 
of his newly eſtabliſhed family, he led then H 
to his own refidence to ſhew them the leser 
companionable part of his domeſtic circle; 
for now they had no fears but that this al. ar 


| - ready beloved father might give them the fo 
„ p and go to England without them. {0 
" #: « ed 


: Having promiſed the buſy landlady to be 
back in half an hour, leading Loretta by" 
tte hand, and Lewis walking by his fide, iſ" 

- they had juſt got over the threfhold when Wi" 

+ Lion, who perhaps ſuſpected ſomething was 
© going on without his being conſulted, raiſed 
himſelf up from the chimney corner, where 

he ſeemed to be ſnoring, ſhook his ſhaggy 

hide, and with a truly magiſterial gravity, 

- Hrided away to overtake the children, whom 

it may be ſuppoſed he conſidered as under 

His own immediate guardianſhip: however, 

at the'inftigation of the now high preſident, WW" 

his reſolution was over-ruled, left ſo much WF" 
„unexpected good- company in their private 
x | hours 


of 
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A bours might diſconcert that part of His 
end houſehold which he had left in their cage, 
etz or rather caravan; for to ſay the truth, one 
vehiele ſerved the double purpoſe of houſe 
and equipage, ſometimes drawn by himſelf, 
ſometimes by an odd horſe or aſs bored 
ſor the purpoſe, at a ſmall expence, or pick- 
ed up by the way-ſide at no expence at all, 
and never detained beyond the limits from 


by which, be it horſe or be it aſs, he might find 
ide, bis way back to his right owner, his hay, or 
hen his thiſtle. 


Lion, with a pat and a hug, being dic. 


\ ere miſſed the aſſembly, all the other members 
999 moved on, and ſoon arrived at the repoſitory 
rity, tf Daddy Brown's four-footed pupils. | 


hom F 1 
el At rt Lis Sh Lorctb looked ver 
yer, y on what they called monſters. 1 do * 
ent. not fear them,“ ſaid Lewis; '< but 1 do 


not love 8 25 


© Nor 
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nc Nor ! neither, brother,“ cried Loretta, 
for all they are fo very like our good Dad 
Brown in the face !” 


That W man who, to fami. 
liarize them, had inſtructed his little fol- 
lowers to call him by a name which, as in 
his own caſe, is often uſed by the vulgar a 
a ſubſtitute for father, could not but ſmile 
at the ſimilitude Loretta had diſcovered 
between him and the monkies ; nor was ita 
very unjuſt one, for the faces of theſe ani- 
mals are of a caſt ſo deplorable, that I my- 

ſelf have been ready to ſhed tears at the 
blended character of gloom and, ſagacity 
- mingled on their expreſſive countenances 
even ſo had the frowns of deſtiny imprefſed 

on the countenance of their keeper thelong 
I melancholy, lines of mung 


N 
CA 
© * 


| Encouraged by the _ of the revel 
hey ventured ſoſtly to approach the monkey 
tribe, who at the word of command given 

17 5 in 
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ta, 
Idy 


in a tone of authority, by which they un- 
derſiood they were to ſtand up and ſalute 
their new maſter and miſtreſs, they in- 
ſtantly became ere& on their hind feet, 
kiſſed their fore paws, - preſenting them 
through the grating in ſo courtly a man- 
ner, and played ſo many comical tricks, 
which could not fail to amuſe them, tit 
from this firſt introduction the Orphans 
of Snowdon and the Monkeys of Mont- 

ſerrat became the beſt friends in the world. 


Mis 
fol- 
8 in 
r a 
mile 
red 


its 


When wiſe men give their travels to the 
public, their only motive no doubt when 
they are at the trouble of writing them is 
public ſpiritedneſs, and a laudable deſire 
that the reader, who ſtays at home, ſhall, 
if he pleaſes, know as much as the travel- 
ler who wades through Holland, flies thro! 
Germany, and climbs the Alps in purſuit 
of that very knowledge, which he. generally 
nkey MWdiſpenſes amongſt his countrymen at a leſs 
viven N expenee for the whole tour, than it would 

in WW vol. 1. a - have 
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Have coſt in one day, had 8 made i 
themſelves. 


Alas! my travellers are of quite another 
deſcription: they have never written: 
book, nor have I ever been told what road 
they took, by which they attained th: 
channel from thence; I only know that 
they oroſſed over to Briſtol, where I an 
waiting to receive them. 


The firſt hours after the arrival of Dadd 
Brown, his monkeys and his children, were 
confiderately dedicated by the former ti 
the repoſe. of the latter, as was the ſucceed 
ing day to their amuſement; he dragged 
them through moſt of the broad ſtreets 0 
that populous and opulent city, ſhew- 
ed them the churches, ſquares, public build. 
ings, ſhops and people, until their eyes 
were tired with looking, as were the 
tongues with aſking queſtions, in as much 
that they deſirod to go to bed as ſoon 

15 he 


|. 
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he brought them back to the ſorry quar- 
ters economy had forced him to take up 
with. | 


From their beds they aroſe no more for 
the ſpace of a whole week, a fever was the 
conſequence of their exertions, and not- 
withſtanding their faithful friend almoſt 
forgot to feed his monkeys in watching 
over the preſervation of his children, by 


night as well as by day, notwithſtanding 


he had expended almoſt his laſt ſhilling in 
procuring them food and phyſic, which 
made it neceſſary to recruit his finances, 
yet their recovery was attended with ſo 
much feebleneſs, particularly obſeryable on 
the delicate frame of Loretta, that it was 
ſeveral days after their upriſing before he 
could prevail on himſelf to remove his little 
darling from his knee, or her head from 
his ſhoulder, to go in purſuit of thoſe pro- 
fits, now become neceſſary to her exiftence. 
Compelled by ſuch irrefiſtible reaſons,” he 

F2 | at 
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at laſt leſt her in charge with the tender 


Lewis, and with bis ſtring of monkeys 


went out to ſeek a better fortune. 


During the time he abſented himſelf the 
ſweet Orphans of Snowdon, who for more 


than a fortnight had been rocked in his 


arms, or lulled on his boſom, did nothing 
but talk of him, and how much they would 
dance and ſing when they were able, to 
2 him for all his goodneſs. He loves 

us the very ſame 'as our own dear father 


er. us, ſaid Lewis. 


* RFF! he not be our own father, 
too, brother ?” 


I don't underſtand what you mean, 
8 Loretta ? 


4 Dear me! If one muſt have one fa- 
ther, why muſt we not have two. Our 
oldeſt father we know lies in the pit-hole, 


cloſe 
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eloſe to parſon Evans's door, but Daddy 


Brown is certainly another of our fathers. 
Don't you think fo, Lewis?“ 
he ] can't tell,” replied Lewis mewhat 
re puzzled, © how many fathers we ought to 
is have, but if God always ſends us ſuch 
1g good ones as our firſt and ſecond father, 
Id we cannot have too many of them.” 


Such was the grateful, innocent, ſimple 
diſcourſe of Montgomery's children, while 
their benefactor, with a view to their com- 
fort, was joyfully collecting his hat full of 
pence and ſhillings, the former from every 
deſcription of ſtreet- ſtrollers, the latter from- 
the honeſt tars only, who when he preſent- 
ed his family of mimical notoriety on the 
quay, cluſtered round him in ſwarms, one 
faitor throwing a bit of filver for the ſake 
of his ſweetheart, becauſe ſhe loved a mon- 
key next beſt to himſelf; another gave for 
the joke's ſake; a third becauſe one of the 
| 555 merry 
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merry actors put him in mind of his old 
meſimate, Sam Croker, who, poor lad, tho 
now gone aloft, when his head was above 
deck, could frighten up a ſtorm at any 
time by the wiſdom of his looks, like that 
there young gentleman, bowing with great 
ſolemnity to his favourite performer. 


Thus as every ſailor had money in his 
pocket, ſo had each ſome excuſe for trans. 
ferring part of it into the packet of Daddy 
Brown, in as much that almoſt before his 
little ones expected him, he came back 
to them maſter of more pounds than he 
was worth farthings before he went out. 


« See} my children,” cried the worthy 
creature (exultingly throwing into the lap 
of Loretta all his ſtore of wealth, that the 
might amuſe herſelf with counting how 
many there were) ſee what my monkeys 
have done for us. 


« Ah 
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« Ah ] dear father,” cried Lewis, © how 
rich you are—l wiſh I had been one of 
them.” | 


Why, my good boy, ſhould you wiſh: 
yourſelf a beaſt rather than a man?“ ® 


« Becauſe I would be any thing to ſerve 
you, and to get you more money!“ 


« So would I, brother, be one of the 
little monkeys myſelf,” cried Loretta, if 
they did not look. ſo ugly, and ſmell ſo 
bad!“ a 


% Thank you both, my affectionate 
dears,” ſaid the double beneficed leader of 
apes and conductor of angels, © but bleſſed 
be God who has ſtamped you with his m 
image, I would not have you any thing: 
but what you are for the whole world!” 


* 


1: of © When 
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* When: ſhall I dance again? When 
{hall J fing again?” cried Lewis and his 
pretty ſiſter, quite electrified by the ſucccſ 
of his undertaking, as well as the kindneſs 
of his expreſſions, © Shall it be to-morrow, 
Daddy? Pray take us out with you to- 
morrow !” | 


When I think you have firength to 
perform your parts, I will- not leave you 
behind, my ſweet ones; in the mean time 
T ſhall go out every day with the reſt of 
my family, nothing doubting but that God 
who ſent his prophet - meat by the ravens, 
will provide for you, my innccent orphans, 
by the humble means of my monkeys.” 


The worſe than indifferent luck that at- 
: tended him on his next and following ex- 
- hHibition, in no ways ſlackened his well- 
placed confidence in Divine Providence, 
on behalf of the charge committed to his 
care; on the contrary, in the midſt of bis 

| 1 crollcs, 
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croſſes, when his cabinet walked through 
the ſtreets without profit, almoſt without 
obſervation, he conſidered his diſappoint- 
ment as one of: thoſe kind warnings, by 
which men who liſten. to the voice of a 
directing Deity, not finding bread in one 
path,. may. ſeek it where it is to be found 
in another—any other he thought would 
be more grateful to his feelings, which 
principle being eſtabliſhed, he reſolved 
to part with his monkeys, and to devote 
himſelf, with the money ariſing from the 
ſale of them, to ſome ſort of buſineſs, by 
which he might obtain a certain ſubſiſtence 
for thoſe who were now dear to, him be- 
youd all expreſſion. 


To theſe better beloved than guided lit- 


tle beings he communicated his intentions, 
who never having rejoiced much in the 
ſociety. of their fellow-travellers, gave a 
looſe to their ſatisfaction at being told they 
were to be ſeparated from them for ever. 


F 5 We 
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* We will dance and we will ſing all 
@ur lives long,“ ſaid they in the joy of their 
hearts. Not fo,” replied Brown, “ if! 
can help it. I hope to ſet up a ſchool, or 
keep a ſhop, by which I ſhal] be enabled 
to maintain your bodies and cultivatc your 
mids, without being forced to make a 
ſhow of God's beſt creatures !” 


Alas! how hard the fate, that all theſe 
benevolent intentions ſhould be deranged, 
by the moſt unſeen and the moſt untoward 
event that could have befallen him. 


| Before he took any ſteps for the difpoſal 

of his live ſtock, he conſulted many friends 
concerning the beſt method to obtain a 
purchaſer, one and all of whom adviſed 
him to advertiſe them in a daily paper. 
A very flouriſhing advertiſement was ac- 
cordingly drawn out, in which his mon- 
keys were made to excel all other monkeys 
on the habitable globe, in bodily and men- 
e | i * 
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tal perfections, which being remitted thro 
the hands of a dealer in tea to thoſe of & 
well known cditor, with a guinea incloſed 
to pay for three inſertions, and theſe as 
faithfully appeared on three followingmorn- 
ings, yet no dealer came, and poor Daddy 
Brown was almoſt thrown out of his patient 
philoſophy. | 


His caſh and his ſpirits were confider- 
ably on the ebb, when ſancying he ſaw his 
good deſtiny approaching towards him, he 
flew to embrace it, but hugged a traitor. 
Thus does it often happen, ſo little do we 
know how to diſtinguiſh between what will. 
fave and what will fink us. 


Loth to expoſe the children of his love 
yet reduced to the neceſſity of doing ſo, 
or to ſee them want the common neceſſa- 
ries of nature, he was one evening ſent ſo : 
to come immediately to the Three Queens 
in St, Thomas's-ſtreet, from whence he ad- 
F 6 verti ſed 
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vertiſed applications would be received, and 
fle to the appointment with ſuch ſpeed as 
_ viſionaries generally do, to whom Hope 
Jends her own rapid wings. 


So Enquiring for the perſon who had ſent 
for him, he was introduced to a grave, re- 
yerend looking man, who, without ſpon- 
ſors, chriſtened himſelf Land Steward of 
the Right Honourable Lord B—, by order 
of which Nobleman he was come to treat 
for the purchaſe of certain animals ſo well 
deſcribed by advertiſement; that his Lord- 
ſhip was determined to have them in his 
menagery, coſt what it would. © So, my 
friend, you have only to name your price, 
and I ſhall give you a check on my Lord's 
banker for the money.” | 


It would have been impoſſible for ſuſpi- 
cion itſelf to have caſt a glance of diſtruſt 
towards a figure ſo reſpectable as that of 
the venerable chapman; much leſs did the 
e Ft - | honeſt 


the 
eſt 


maſter he ſerved was ſo liberal, that he was 
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honeſt, ſingle-hearted Brown ſee any thing 
in the countenance, or find any thing in 
the addreſs of the ſtranger to damp the 
flame which ſuddenly ſprung up in his be- 


fore gloomy mind, and enlightened every 
feature of his melancholy face. | 


The price he ſet on his whole ſtock, un- 
der favour of the hint that his Lordſhip 
muſt have the monkies coſt what they 
would, being one hundred pounds, appear- 
ed ſo modeſt in the ears of this able nego- 
tiator, that after giving him all due praiſe 
for the ſmallneſs of his demand, he bade 
him take ſecond thoughts, for there was no 
reaſon why a poor man ſhould harm him- 
ſelf to ſave for a rich one. Beſides, the 


always ſure to incur his diſpleaſure when- 
ever he drove what was commonly called a 
hard bargain either with his tenants 'or his 
trades-people. 


Daddy 
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Daddy Brown declared himſelf perfect. 
ly fatisfied with the ſum he had ſpecified, 
„Nor wonld I,” ſaid he, © have aſked fo 

much, only that having two children to 
maintain, for' their ſakes I perhaps aſk a 
little more than I might have ſold them for 
to any other body.” | 


Thou art a right honeſt fellow,” cried 
the great man's factotum, ſhaking him 
moſt cordially by the hand, © and I ſhall 
be proud of your better acquaintance, 
ſhould you ever make Ireland in the way 
of your travels. To- night you muſt help 
me to ſhip off my new purchaſe, and to- 
morrow, God willing, I ſhall fet out with 
it for the land of St. Patrick. My Lord 
will ſoon be after us, for no father ever 
longed to ſee his children ſo much as my 
Lord does to ſee your monkeys.” 


The unfortunate dupe ſucked in poiſon 
miſtaking it for honey, promiſed to lead 
them 
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them on board, and ſee them ſafe under 
hatches in the ſhip which the purchaſer 
propoſed to convey them, undertaking to 
perform his part of the buſineſs before ſun- 
ſet, whilſt on the other hand. Lord B—'s 
land ſteward drew from his boſom pocket 
ſuch as profeſſional men make uſe of to ſe- 
cure their property, a check book on the 
houſe of Hoare and Company, wrote down 
an order for one hundred pounds over 
Lord B—'s ſignature, ſaying, his Lordſhip 
had put his name to that one check, leav- 
ing him to fill up the ſum whenever the 
bargain ſhould be concluded. 


Having ſafely depofited his treaſure, 
Brown began to prepare for the embarka- 
tion with ſo much alacrity, that he had put 
them all on board, taken leave of the wor- 
thy ſteward, and a fair breeze ſpringing up, 
had actually ſeen man, monkies, and all 
under weigh before midnight; then return- 
ing to his poyerty-ſtricken hotel, he went 

| to 
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to bed, ſlept ſoundly, and dreamt of no- 
thing but great lords, juſt ſtewards, check- 
books, bankers, and affluence. In the 
courſe of his oyer-night employment, he 
had met many of his friends, to whom he 
told his good fortune, and every one of 
them put to him the ſame queſtion—* Have 
| you touched the money?” So did one anſwer 
ſerve for all It is ſafe enough in my 
pocket.” 


Early in the morning, when the ſtreets 
_ were empty, and only a few ſtraggling fai- 
lors to be ſeen on the quay, thither repair- 
ed Daddy Brown, not ſo much to enjoy 
the freſhneſs of dawn, as to ruminate on 
his good fortune, and, perhaps, to-waft his 
good wiſhes after that part of his family, 
who, being the means, would alſo be 
ſharers in the lucky chance by which both 
perhaps were exalted; he from neceſſity to 
comfort, they from playing tricks to divert 

a rabble, lifted to the high dignity of ſolely 


playing 
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playing them for the delight of a Peer of the 
realm. | | 
One of the ſailors, who had ſeen him fo 
buſy in ſhipping his cargo the night before, 
paſſed ſome jokes on the pretty cargo of 
maſters and miſſes he had ſtowed on board 
the Betſey, and afked, © Why he ſent them 
out of England, where they had ſo many 
relations, -to live with the witd Americans, 
who would not give a chew of tobacco for 
their company?“ 


Rouſed by the communication of the 


ſhip's name, united to that of a country fo 


diſtant from the Iriſh ſeas, he enquired, 
trembling, if the Betſy was not bound for 
Ireland, and was ready to expire with grief 
on being convinced by the tar that ſhe was 
a Boſton veſſel returning to her own port, 
that her cargo had been ftowed more than 
a fortnight, though foul winds detained her 
in the river until yeſterday, when a favora- 

ble 
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ble breeze ſpringing up, her Captain had 

made the beſt of it, and,” added his in- 

| former, © there is at this moment, maſter, 

| as fine a wind for your young gentlemen 

and ladies, as the heart of any man can de- 
fire.” | 


The eyes of infatuation itſelf could no 
longer be quite cloſed on the cheat that 
had been practiſed on his credulity. Yet 
ſtill poor Brown ſaw only in part; till half 
hoping, half deſpairing, half ſwimming, 

- half ſinking, he carried his check to a 
banker's to-know if it was a good one. The 
banker happened to be connected with the 
houſe on which it was drawn, and aſſured t 
the wretched dupe of artifice © that Lord Wh © 
B— never banked with Hoare, or, to the 0 
beſt of his belief, with any other body; f 
Moreover that a forgery was on the facc of e 
the tranſaction; deſiring the eheck might Ne 
be left with him, that if the ſcoundre! I 1 

- ſhould ever come again from America, he : 

might 
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might be made to ſuffer for his double im- 
poſition ; firſt on public credit, and ſecond- 
ly on a needy fellow creature, who wanted 
even diſcernment to keep out of harm's 
way.“ 


Writhing under a load of internal re- 
proach, the victim could make no reply. 
An imputation had been caſt on his under- 
ſtanding, which, being in the preſent in- 
ſtance unable to vindicate, he ſilently hung 
his head, and bluſhed a verdi& againſt 
himſelf. - | 


— 


It was now that Daddy Brown was forced 
to level all his air- built caſtles, and inſtead 
of eſtabliſning his orphan brood in a ſtate 
of independence, to reſort to their talents 
for a livelihood, in which he was equally 


ceſs was more than appropriate to his moſt 
languine expectations. Every day he car- 
ned them to the Wells, which abounded 
with 
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with company, and every evening they 
came home laden with ſolid marks of uni. 
verſal approbation. 


5 5 


Beſides the fong and hornpipe, which 
never failed to pleaſe, or to draw down on 
the pretty performers many careſſes, as wel 
as pecuniary teſtimonies of admiration, the 
innocent little party had made no inconſi- 
derable acquiſition by having- admitted a 
third perſonage to the copartnerſhip. This 
new partner was an adventurer, Jike them- 
ſelves, yet not a ſtranger, for he alſo lived Wc, 
under the roof of Daddy Brown. He had 
travelled from England to Snowdon with 
4 much loved maſter, and from Snowdon 

to England with the equally beloved chil. 
dren of that maſter. Their common pro- 
tector, whoſe wits were much ſharpened by 
regret for his paſt folly, was continually 
planning how the injuries their finances 
had received” might be beſt repaired. He 
had long obſerved that Lion was a dog of 

ty good 
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good parts, as well as majeſtic in his figure, 
he therefore cloſely attended to the culture 
of his genius, and felt himſelf rewarded 
for his pains by. the rapid progreſs of his 
improvement, and the joy communicated 
to Loretta and Lewis, by the {kill of their 
companion, who having learnt to ſtand on 
his hind feet, holding a fiddle in his paws, 
always ſeemed to accompany Brown, as he 


cularly uſeful in collecting contributions 
for Brown, having firſt prevailed on him to 
wear a hat on his head, alſo taught him 
when to ſhake it off and carry it in his 
teeth round a whole circle of ſpectators, 
no one of whom he ever willingly quitted, 
unleſs they had firſt added at leaſt one corn 
to the heap. 


Several are the inſtances we ave al- 
ready preſented deſcriptive of our orphans' 
pety to God, obedience to their father, 


3 gratitude 


ſcraped on his own crazy cremona, the 
wreck of better days. He was alſo parti- 
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gratitude to their protector, love to each 
other and ſuch ſimple yet praiſe-worthy 
little acts of pecuniary charity as illuſtrates 
the infant tendency to purſue, in all its 
branches, that extenſive charity, without 
which we are declared to be nothing worth, 
One ſpecimen of generoſity muſt be r. 
lated, before we cloſe the liſt of their early 
perfections. | 


It happened that Daddy Brown being 
much indiſpoſed, ventured for once to ſend 


his little tribe of money-gatherers to the 


Wells unattended, rather than diſappoint 
Jeveral opulent families reſident at Clifton, 
who had beſpoken them for the morning. 
From this expedition they were returning, 
crowned with fucceſs, when paſſing by the 


© door of a handſome houſe to which the 


had not been invited, and obſerving at the 


windows many well-dreſſed people gazing 


after them, they ran into a ſpacious cou 
N 3 of which were opened to admit 
carriage 
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carriage; they began to dance and to ſing, 
th accompanied by ſo many engaging move- 
tes ments, as faſcinated thoſe novel ſpectators 
I 10 a degree of cuthuſiaſm, and a filyer 
ſhower was the conſequence, which having 
picked up, gracefully bending their bodies 
in teſtimony of reſpectful gratitude, they 
again paſſed through the gates, on the out- 
fide of which, leaning againſt them in a + 
diſconſolate poſture, was a boy of good 
appearance, to whom the beautiful Loretta, 
parrot-like, repeated her leſſon of © Some- 


thing, if you pleaſe, Sir, for Daddy — 
and the Orphans of Snowdon.” 


% My pretty dear,” replied the youth, 
I ſtand more in need of relief than * 
do.“ 77 


* You ſeem very rich, little ſir.” 


* Oh, no!—but I have no occafion' to 
tell * how n Lam.“ 3M 


«c Yes, 


9 
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Les, but you muſt tell us, * "ſaid 
Lewis; © *and alſo if we een do ”"=—_ any 


good.” 


Then ſo 1 will,” cried the open-hearted 
boy; © but let us firſt get from that croſ 
looking pedant,” directing their eyes to an 
oppoſite window. That old hunks is 
my. governor, with whom juſt now I am in 
> very great pafſion. Come with me,” 

taking a hand of each, and leading them a 
little way on the road fide, © eome with 
me, that you may hear how he has ſerved 


97 


me. 5 . 


bel. ne or wp @ mu wm e „ cc „ mand . oo 


: Proud to be made the confidants of the 
aggrieved little gentleman, they. liſtened, 
with, their eyes erected to his, as he thus 
gave utterance to his complaints m_ 
the unfortunate governor. 


<< ws, pew — 


— 


ee 


4 


This morning,” ſaid be, © I went into 
my mother's dreffing-room, where I had 


LY 


or SNOWDON. 122 


the misfortune to break a little ſmelling 

bottle that lay on her toilet: to be ſure it. 
was a miſerable accident, becauſe ſhe va- 

lues it beyond. all other trinkets. What 
could I do, you know? She did not ſee 
me break it; but find it out ſhe muſt, one 
day or other; and I love her ſo well, that 
would die rather than vex her, which put 
me on thinking how it could be avoided. 

| recolleQed to have ſeen this morning; at 

a ſhop near the Wells, a bottle juſt” like 
that J had broken, which, if placed on the 
toilet, would never be known from the 
right one. — 
ſome money,” interrupted Lewis, © to buy 
this pretty bottle. That,” returned the 
boy, © I ſhould not have minded, if my 


terly pay- * 
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ſtock-fiſn of a governor Wald have ad- 
vanced my allowance, but he fefuſed to do 
ſo, though it only wants one * to quar- 
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How ill natured, ſaid Loretta, „ 

you will. come home with us, little gentle 
man, Bam ſure Daddy Rrown would . "giv 
| @- - * Lom hat wall of money.” 


* 


% 


| n dare not,” Kid Wesel « orl 
| would. do ſo with all my heart.” 


Then accept ſome from us, cried 


Top, ee bis hands full of ſhillings, 


The 5 w back, 2 bis bebind him, 


and declared with tears in lis eyes he 


would inot, could not accept of their boun- 

ty, A warm contention enſued— till to 
ſilence the clamorous intreaties oſ his libe- 
ral; little benefactors, he ſufſered them to 
adygneerthe. len of half- a- guinea, being 

the price of that toy he ſo ardently wiſhed 
meet again on the ſame ſpot; and at the 

' + | fame hour, in eight days, when having re- 
_ ceived his quarterlyiallowance, they. would 

* | balance 
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balance their account, and, as he ſaid, to 
put them in' mind of their promiſed inter- 
view; he ghve a pocket-book to Lewis, api? 
a ſilver pencil- caſe to Loretta. 


1 At this critical minute the terrific Go- 
remor'thruſt out bis ſhort neck from un- 
der theqporter's arm, as lie was obeyin 8 
lis order to open the gate, calling in 
« yoice of thunder, What have you 
been doing, Sir, for more than ten minutes 
with” this ftrolling. banditti! thofe” little 
'vagaborid' wretches?”—® Come and ſee,® 
replied the ſpirited! pupil (rather under his. 
uſual tone) „or ſtay where you are, old 


generoſity, you will never have the ſpunk 
to follow it. Here another command, en- 
bed bed by 4 threat to ſummons his mother 
uld WH he did not leave 'Bis raggamuffinl com- 


the panions that moment, made him haſtily 


FO ſhake hands with his Kind friends, and 


wol in no very reſpectful manner as 
— G 2 E 
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he ruſhed by the ill-contrived Governor, 
ran into the houſe, ſhutting His ears with 
. his fingers, to denote that his further re- 
1 * mionſtrances would be untimely. 


Thus violently ſeparated from: their new 
gomery made no more delay ta throw 


father, who grown almoſt frantic at their 
long abſence, and although in the burning 
it of an ague, was preparing to go out in 
purſuit of them, when he ſaw them enter 
aſe and well, and in, ſuch ſpirits as in- 
mY diſpelled all his ee 


© Notwithſtanding their liberality to the 
diſtreſſed boy, they returned ſo very rich, 
as to exclude the neceffity'of acquainting 
© their protector, that they had prefumed to 
give away any part of heir earnings with- 
out his approbation. Much as they feared 
to offend him, yet their love of truth being 
* ' ſuperior 


* 


acquaintunce, the ſweet children of Mont- 


themſelves into the arms of their adopted 


| * : * | „ 
* 


of blame received nothing but careſſes.— 
« Dear, compaſſionate. little ones, ex- 
claimed the worthy Brown, © God will res 
ward'your bounty, as well as your candour! 
Already we begin to feel the recompence 
of a good action, for while 4m have bcen 
giving 1 have * nne 
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ſuperior to all other conſiderations, they 1 
' ; \ bon 1 
rehearſed the whole adventure, and inſtead 1 
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K What, Daddy, * ed. our orphans 
ith exquiſite cage pos 
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Liſten and 1 will tell you, my darlings 
After you were gone, our landlady brought 

me the newſpaper, where I ſaw an adver- 

tiſement which gives me to underſtanl, | 
that by the death of a brother I am now 
called to the inheritance of a ſinall * 
in = Coriwall, whit ] will carry you.” _ 


T9 


e 


„ And will you”! not indecd, indeed; 
leave us behind? 2 = 
: G3 3 I leave - 


* 


—— 
3 
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I leave-1, abanden vou nat 
make ang vecp by ſych a quien! Ne. 
my gears, no! You, who aſſociated with 
my miſery, muſt reap the harveſt of my 
better fortune. Be always good—be al. 
Ways yirtuous—love, me always as your fa- 
ther, and I will, always love you as my 
children; as long: as I live, you ſhall divide 
with me, and hen l. die, al that I polleh 
+ ſhall be your own.” 
a * N 
| This "hos BR e was * Indic, 
_  rupted by his ſolicitude to make our little 
adventurezs, cloſe the gf of their public 
exbibitions—cloſe them. for euer with the 
repaſt he had ordered, in a more than com- 
mon 1k APR for oh Ar 


* - * 44 p 1 


' Had the eſtate in gy fallen, o 3 


richer Wan than Brown, it would have loſt 
much of its value; becauſe we are more 
- & Prone to eſtimate by what we do, than 


pu 4- 8 * 15 4 4 3 


what 


* 


4 2 
©F SNOWDON. 127. - 


what we are ubout to poſſeſs. Fifty pounds 
a year to the receiver of as many thou- 
fands, could /appear no more than a ſingle 
houſe would do in a map of the worldy 
Vice verſa, fifty pounds a year, to him 
whoſe rent- roll is not fifty farthings, 
ſwells into conſequence, produces a train 
of comforts, and aſſumes even the form of 
3 | | 


The defires of honeſt Daddy Brown were 


to find their full gratification in this unex- 
pected wind- full, but even taught him to 
look almoſt without regret on the long, 
tedious Journey he and dais little ones muſt 
make on foot, to gain poſſeſſion ef this 
ſplendid inheritance: ſor their fake He 
would have wiſhed to aveid it, but that 
was impoſſible ; money he had not enough 
for an eaſier i@onveyance, and To 
none, - | 
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confined to ſuch narrow limits, as not only 
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Having waited at Briſtol two days with. 
out feeling any return of his ague, they 
departed on the third, each with his own 
little baggage ſuſpended by a ſtick ſlung 
acroſs the ſhoulder, except Loretta's bun- 
dle, containing her wardrobe, together with 
Montgomery's legacy, which was entruſted 
to the charge of Lion, who, exalted by his 
office, proudly marched in front of the 
cayalcade, neither turning his eye to the 
10 hand or to the left.” oy 


nn beg ned ion 
the meridian of her fpring-like charms, 
was! ſtill inviting; no boiſterous ſtorms 
agitated. her boſom, no chilling eaſt winds 
breathed deſtruction on her infant train of 
primroſes and violets; nothing but breeze, 
ſoft as the ſigh of reſignation, kiſſed ber 
lap, or played amongſt the many-coloured 
foliage of ber autuinnal bowers. 


Such 


1th- 


a; * 
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Such the ſeaſon, ſuch its aſpect, when: 
the Orphans of Snowdon, their good bene 
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factor, and their faithful dog, leaving the 


great city of Briſtol, took the neareſt road 
to Wells, from thence through Taunton, 
to make the beſt of their way to the land- 
of promiſe, flowing with milk and honey. 


Alas, dear travellers! though hardſhip” 


ſhould await, and ſorrow overtake ye on 


the bleak hills of Mendip, over whoſe ſum- 


mit you are to paſs, murmur not, as the 
deſcendants of Joſeph murmured in the 


wilderneſs, at the obſtacles by which their 


progreſs was impeded; on the contrary, 


whatever are your trials, adore the ſtrength 
of Omnipotence, whoſe out- ſtretched arm 
ſhall conduct ye; and confide in his power, 
whoſe righteouſneſs ſhall- cover your unof- 


fending heads as with a ſineld 1 | 


The fecond 5" of their mat. 


Brown, who travelled ſlowly on account of 
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his young companions, ſtopper to refreſh 
dem at a little public-houſe, before: they 
encountered the ſteeps of Mendip; when, 
unſortunately, he liſtened to a traveller like 
himielſ, who directed him through an un- 
_ frequented path, by Which he might arrive 
at Wells before ſun-ſet. Full of the infor- 
mamaation, he threw down his reckoning, and 
turning his troop on before him, with a 
light heart proceeded on his journey; but 
ſtopping at the foot of the hill, he took 
Loretta in his arms and bore her to the 
ſummit, where ſetting her down on the 
. turf, ſhe ſprang forward with the fleetnefs 
of a fawn, now filling her lap with wild 
flowers, till joined by her companions, now 
liſtening to the. affectionate diſcourſe of 
Daddy Brown, and now engaging her bro- 
ther's attention o ſome object or other, 
which the fancied reſerabled their native 
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Thus ſporting, thus delighted, the de- 1 
eline of day was uncbſerved, until the calm J 

of evening began to ſpread itſelf over the 1 

face of nature, when their good conductor, 1 


rouſed from the ſupine pleaſure in Which 
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their innocent prattle had wrapped up all 1 


his ſenſes, exerted his beſt endeavours to 
haſten them along; but every objedt re- 17 
tteated from their fight faſter than they Þ . 
could advance on the heels of W ih 

Nothing now remained to their view Vit 
the fickle moon, who; as if ſporting with 
their horrors, fhewed herſelf only to expoſe 
them, one momentary peep being ſucceed- 
ed by a total envelopement of her treache- 
rous countenance in EHulls of Deen 
darkneſs. | 
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Their careful "_y —_— a chi in 
each hand, ventured, with Cartticus op, 
to proceed on his way, but unfortuntt&Hy* © 
. loft = track, taking another which brou ght 
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bim into the midſt of coal and calamine 
Pits, every where . on that chain 
of hills. 


70 ; ad 3 510 ' } 6 


1 * Lat us N 

bed the affrighted guardian, trembling at 
- the danger into which he had. brought 
” them, it is better to reſt in ſafety, with 
the heavens for. our ' canopy, till dawn of 
morning, than purſue a path that may lead 
us into peril of our lives.” Saying which, 
he took Loretta on his knee, and placing 
Lewis by bis ſide, they all neſtled together, 
with Lon at their feet, to wait the return 
of ng. 


-To 4 their FR en the time 
they were thus uncomfortab] y diſpoſed of, 
he told them a number of little entertain- 
Ang ſtories, in one of which he was inter- 


3 by Loretta, who eried out chat ſhe 
Wk RW: 8 
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Brown looked the way ſhe directed, and 
ſaw it alſo, who recollecting to have paſſed 


by three cabins juſt before night came on, 


thought it poſſible the light might proceed 
from one of them. Inſpired by the heart- 
gladdening idea, he ſprang from the lap of 
earth, bade the children take hold of each 
other and follow cloſel y after him, chuſi ng, 


if there ſhould be danger in the way, to en- 


encounter it firſt, or ſingly, ſhould it pleaſe 
Providence, ſo to diſpoſe of his life. and 
preſerve his beloved infants. 


Such were his ani ſuch his 
ejaculation, whilſt he thought himſelf ap- 


proaching towards the light, which ſad-; 
denly changed its poſition; and ſhort. 2 


was the generous Brown's prayer, it ſeem- 


ed to have aſcended to the heaven of heae} 
vens, for ſuddenly himſelf and the treache- 
rous light, by which he bad been betrayed,: 


diſappeared together, but the Orphans were 


reſcued, by the ſame Divine hand whichy | 
, plunged * 
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plunged their only friend into one of thoſe 
deſtructive pits before repreſented. They 
beard him fall they ſcreumed their feet 
were preſſed on ie very brink—in another 
moment they would have partaken of his 


the intervention of that protecting Provi- 
dence, to whom the prayer of Brown had 
been addreſſed it arreſted their ſteps, by 
the voice of our poor ſufferer, who calling 
from below the earth, bade them, in a voice 
of agony, advance no farther. 


Jo repeat the wailings, the lamentations, 
of thoſe now apparently forſaken, friend- 
leſs, although heavenly-guided, heavenly- 
* guarded innocents, would anſwer no other 
end than to rend my on heart and the 
Heart of my reader. Soothed by the ſound 
vl that loved voce which ſpent its laſt eſ- 
ſeort in their preſervation, they threw them- 
, ſelves down by the pit's mouth, crying out 
Toe Browa do peak * agtin; but, 


o alas 


fate—inevitably have ſhared it—but for 


— A © A. 


- 4+ ow — — tad oo — 


wy ee an -—- 


— 


alas! he ſpoke not. Again they feream— 
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again renew their entreaties—and all is 
again ſilent, except only their own ſobs, 
their own groans, which ee rum 
8 
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-Moniog found them fixed on the fpot 
of deſolation, a mortal paleneſs overſpread 
their faces, and deſpair agitated their ſenſes. 
Lewis, in a-paroxyſm of frenzy, ſeized the 
hand of his ſiſter: © Let us jump down,” 
ſaid he, „and die with our fecond father: 
Oh that we had died with our firft! .- Will 
24 0 down with me, Lend 4 

1 " 
of Oh wee, bent unwind tha Candies his 
hand; CORE WIEN of pain 
_— Levis!“ tert hen . 378 
a Suſool * Ae we  thall chen 
ben, and meet both our dear ſa- 
thers; and yqu know here „ e 
e not one friend left.” N ende 

Her 
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Her tears/increaſed, but ſhe conſented 

to do as he yd They drew nearer 

the Fon 8 mouth. a 

105 or! 8 

9 Shall not Lion go with ws?” ; ad Lo- 

retta: Who will take care of poor Lion 
when 5 Wiſe let him 0 

with us.“ | 


« No doubt he will follow us, ſiſter.” 
14 Ms 
Mi No, "OY no; we had better mow 
| TY in firſt, 2 


This little debate e concerning the fate of 

Lion, fortunately protracted their- own; 

and a glimmering of reaſon once more vi- 

| fited the benighted ſenſes of Lewis, who 

. | withdrawing his right foot, half over the 
& tremendous-gulf,! in its way to eternity, 
enquired of Loretta if it would not be beſt 
before they jumped down, to pray for God's 
Py and ſorgiveneſs; to which the aſ- 
2H | ſented 


— 


4 


ſented with all her heart. They drew back 
from their dangerous ſituation, fell on their 
knees, and prayed with agonizing devotion 

that God would not be angry, but receive 
them into his boſom, with their two dear 
fathers. 
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That merciful Deity, whoſe ears are ever” 
open to the cries of innocence, heard with 
compaſſion thoſe of the poor little ſup- 
pliants, calmed their turbulent | ſorrows, 
and AR conſolation to their timid 


« Siſter,” exclaimed Lewis, rifing from 
the ground with an air of confidence, © we 


will not throw et into that * 
hole.“ | | | 


« Ah! I am very glad you don't love to 


die any better than I do; then Lion, you 


know, may live above ground too. In- 
* I am very glad. But wb 
pe 


* 
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my dear brother, why do you groan ſo 
hard, if God will give us leave to live?“ 


„ Becauſe; Loretta, I fear I offended 
God when I wanted to kill you and my- 
ſelf, but I did not know what I was about; 
oh I was very wicked!” 


* 


127 maids then venyavicked, 
but you are nom very good; ſo promiſe 
Jou will not want to throw me into that 
naſty place any more, and then we will 
| kneel down again and aſk God to take 
care of us, and-tell him we have nobody 


e wy gy” 


i lee it wich ell my teart, Lo- 
retta, but do you pray to God for me; 1 


bave been ſo naughty ow, that T feel I 
cannot my os yen. 

ry Woll, 59 2 8 
"tell me what I ſhall ſay.— She reſumed 
Tt her 


- 
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her ſappheating poſture, with Lewis by her 


ſide, his eyes caſt on the, ground, hers liſted 
to Heaven.— Again ſhe aſked for his in- 


ſtructions, hut he, :could. anſwer only with 


his tears, which made her ſend up the fim- 


ple effuſions of her own afflicted littleiſoul, 
in the following terms. | 


God, gaod. God my throther is very 
_forry, ſee how{þe.cries;- pray, pray dorgive 


take our dear Daddy Brown out of the it. 
and let him come up alive to take dare af 
n an b H 

0 Will that ao, brother,” OR herſelf 
on his e * will ne Hcar 


* Wb 
Lewis | nnn 04 40 gem! 397 


83 


529 now we will walk about and try if God 
will 


f "LEW an 
her embrace, I know God will hear yoo, 
becauſe already my heart is anuah Achter. | 
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will let us meet any body to find Daddy 
Brown. Alas! he is not alive, Loretta, he 
muſt be nter for it was the noiſe of 
waters which I heard at the bottom of the 
- hole that ſrightened me into the wicked 


anne Daade.* 15 


To look out for this — ob- 
jeQ, who would help them to bring Daddy 


Brown from the deep of the earth, over- 


powered with ſorrow and fatigue, they tra- 
yelled: on the whole day without once 


meeting the human face divine, without 


food, and without khowing. to what place 
the 1 er hed din would aan them, 


e TY g 8 z | T 'S 


3 halted TR to ref their 
weary limbs or to weep, until they had at- 
tained a ſtation near the cliffs of Cheder, 


a bold. and | prominent feature in the map 


of Somerſetſhire, as well as an object of 
admiration to all curious travellers who 
22 an 1136515 112 0 4 .- have 


˖ 
: 


have made the tour of that — 
county. 


*, 
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The ſight of a cottage within their reach. 
tranſported our little wanderers; they 
knocked. at the inhoſpitable - door, whieh 
moved not on its, 0 4⁰ give them ad- 
mittance. | 

Lewis caught up a large ſtone, and 
knocked louder than before. 

Who is there?” cried-a hoarſe female 
voice, iſſuing from a ſmall caſement almoſt 


covered with thatch. If it be you, Ri. 


chard, with the meal, you muſt bring it 
to-morrow morning, for I won't be called 
out of . bed for + 


» a 


"Grit with horror: for they n not 


what, the pity- moving urchins crept nearer 
to a chimney which projected from the ſide 
of the hut, without daring to anſwer, and 
hoping 
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hoping they ſhould not be ſeen. But the 
; perſon from above thruſting herſelf half. 
way out, caught a glimpſe at their figures, 
wher raiſing her ſtormy notes higher than 
before, What; you little thieves,“ cried 
ſhe, © are you come to ſteal my huſband's | 
tools from the houſe, or my eggs from the 
-neſt? Tell me this moment, or I will come 
down with a ſtick that ſhall threſh the con- 
» feſfion.out of _ youl g bones.” 


9 8 
—— 


Their fears, FOO every moment, 
had: by this time arrived at ſuebb pitch, 
tat Lewis ſvfty whiſpered his fiſter, / Let 
* us run for it, Loretta, ſhe may. be- as good 
as her word; ſhe who ee beat us 
A Nn. 


= 
x A 1 a 
8 * 


q 


od K - - £55 as ” * — * £& 
p . | 1 San * 
— c 
8 
, 


— 


« No, indeed,” faid 3 « we had ru 
better / ly with! the birds in the hedge than 
ſtay here to be beaters2? ſo off they ſprung 
with mactwigony of the moment, yet ſo 
thts * thirt tho their-renſgtd 


carried 


airs 
— * Sa A 


— + Gert * 
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carried: them through a race almoſt incre- 
dible without once looking behind them, 
they at laſt ſunk down: totally; exhauſted 
by the way fide, at the foot of an ancient 
tree; whuſe- outſpread arms offered them a 
more ſaſe ſhelter than the outſide of that 
ſury- inhabited hovel, n ORs had 
made their eſcape :- „ e 


— 


« Lewis,” cried Loretta as ſoon as ſhe * 
was able to ſpeak, Bam very hungry.“ 


4 So am I, ſiſter; ſuppoſe, before it is 
quite dark, we go a litile further, till we ha, 
6 Ar do ien 

« But if. e one, Al beds 
woman ſhould. drive us: away; .I-could: not 
run now, Lewis, indeed. I ould not!? 


* 


* Ab; but Loretta, ab womem are not 
hard- hearted; don't you know how! many 
3 
fiſter, 


1 
. 
| * 
* 
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l ſiſter, the poor fiſherman's wife, and ſhe f 
1 who took us in before we met with dear t 
= Gear Daddy. Brown 2 t 
23 
G ſ 
| * Dear, dear Daddy Brown,” ſofiy p 
| Shoe Loretta, ſighing as if her. little M ; 
b beart were burſting. “ Pray, ſiſter, re- 0 
Member how * bow kind all theſe wo- MI ; 
men were wo us.“ a 


+ ww 


4 ſhall never + Gage them, brother, but 
they were God a Mighty's own women.” 


* 


” Les, and God, you know, can ſend us 

more of the ſame ſort, if he pleaſes; ſo let 
us try, now that you have reſted, if he will 
not pleaſe to let us ' findhem. Hold by 
my arm, Loretta, and we ſhall get up this 
hill, I warrant you.” | 


Thus encouraged, the lovely child, like 
2 drooping ſnow-drop raiſed from the lap 
of a nns in her brother's ſtrengih 


for 
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for ſupport againſt her own feebleneſs, ven- 
tured to aſcend, and, rather by dragging 
than walking, got near the ſummit betore 
ſhe again ſunk down, declaring ſhe could 
go no farther, whilſt Lewis in deſpair hung 
over her, wringing his hands, and calling 
- out, till his voice re-echoed through the 
- WT rocks, for that aſſiſtance he was not able to 
afford her. 


It My young readers, whoſe pure minds 
are ſtill unadulterated by the mildew of 
pernicious examples—whoſe ſouls have ne- 
us ver been intoxicated by unwholeſome plea- 


the hardening powers of diſſipation, but 
yields, with all its native compliability, to 
the gentleſt touches of ſympathy— Readers 
of this deſcription, whom I moſt honour, 
moſt wiſh to pleaſe, are thoſe I ſhall moſt 
afflict, by forcing the tear of compaſſion 
trom their eyes, and by making them feel 
tor others what hope they will never feel 

vox. I. H ſor 


ſures - Whoſe hearts are not callouſed by 
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cor themſelves: for ſuch tender hearts a; 
- weep. the forlorn condition of Montgo- 
mery's children, I have an anodyne in ſtore 
which, ſeaſonably adminiſtered, ſhall dry 
up their tears, and turn their, forrow into 
joy—but the ſeaſon is not yet. 


Would that, at the preſent moment, we 
could lighten the woes of our diſtracted 
"Lewis and intereſting Loretta! Yet, oh, 
it is the very midnight of their lucklels 
ſate but let us patiently wait for the 
morning of their more fortunate deſtiny ! 


Hard was the pitileſs ftorm that pelted 
the defenceleſs heads of the poor little 
wanderers—loud the thunder that burſt 
over them—forked and vivid the many- 
coloured lightning, from which they 
ſereened their eyes, by hiding their faces 
on the boſom of each other! Yet leſs tre- 
mendous the ſtorm by which they were 
ſa ſuddenly overtaken, than the E 

| 0 
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of grief that raged in the ſoul of Lewis at 
the deplorable ſituation of his beloved ſiſ- 
ter. In vain were his cries for aid -in 
vain were his piteous lamentations, not for 
himſelf, but Loretta, whoſe tears fell faſter 
than the rain, that already had foakes them 
to the ſkin! 


S8 <8 c> 


ve Et 
ed Starting in agony, he got upon his feet, 
b, and with. manly firmneſs, kindled by de- 
> Wl fpair, dared the dangers that ſurrounded 
be him; and ſeeing, as he looked every-where 
about him, ſomething that ſeemed to be an 
opening in the fide of a rock, by a ſort of 
preternatural ſtrength, which frenzy alone 


lifeleſs partner of his ſufferings, and bore 
her in his arms to the friendly aſylum. 


The crevice to which he had thus mira- 


many arched receſſes which the hill far- 
mers turn into a ſhelter for their cattle 
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can engender, he caught up the almoſt 


culouſly conveyed her, was one of thoſe 
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-when the ſeaſon happens to be inclement, 
placing fodder there as an enticement tor 
them to enter. 


One poor folitary cow was the only oc- 
cupier of this, to all but Lewis, unenviable 
habitation: poor as it was, he bleſſed God 
on his knees for having conducted them to 
it; and firſt trying to rub off the wet from 

Loretta's cloaths with dry ſtraw, he next 
made up a bed of the ſame materials, put a 
large ſtone for her pillow, and then cover- 
ed her over with as much more as he could 
find, after ſearching every corner of the 
cell; diſregarding the former tenant, who 
lay ſtretched at her eaſe, without wiſhing 
to diſturb the arrangements of her fellow- 
lodgers, only that now and then ſhe would 
caſt a ſuſpicious look at poor Lion; but 
he, gentle, well-bred creature, conducted 
himſelf with ſo much civility, that_ no ac- 
tual rencontre took. place, on the contrary, 

after a few toſſes of the horns on one part, 
; and 


W- 
xd 
Out 
ted 
ac- 
ry, 
art, 
and 


and a few conceſſions on the other, both 
cow and dog ſlept as ſoundly, fide by fide, 


% 


as did Lewis and Loretta, who, worn out 


by grief, hunger, and fatigue, ſoon became 


unreſiſting captives to the drowſy deity. 


Unbroken reſt, and pleaſant dreams, in 
which Fancy preſented, them with viands 
unſubſtantial as her own form, - prolonged 
their ſlumbers; from which they might not 
have awoke till mid-day, but for a hand 


moving the ſtraw that covered them, and 


a maſculine voice, much kinder than had 
the evening before- ſaluted them from the 
caſement, calling out, *. What, in the 


name of God, miſerable children, brought 


you to this cavern?“ 


So ſtrikingly benignant was the figure 
of the old peaſant by whom they were ac- 
coſted, that far from inſpiring dread, it pro- 
duced on the Orphans of Snowdon a con- 


trary ſenſation; Lewis anſwered him with 


a H 3 intrepidity, 
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intrepidity, that they were ſtran gers, knew 
nobody, had loſt their way, and only 
eſcaped from the lightning to die of hun- 


* You ſhall not do that, my brave boy,” 
cried the ſon of labour, daſhing a tear from 
his ſun-burnt cheek, with the back of a 
hand ſtill more brown than his counte- 
nance, © you ſhall not ſtarve whilſt I have 
a horn in my pocket, a cow by my fide, 
and. bread in my pouch.” 


Good, good man!” exclaimed Loretta, 
Oh, give us ſome directly, for I am fo 
bungry I don't know what to do.“ 


Taking a cruſt from his canvas bag, he W 
divided it between them; and raiſing the 1 
cow, drew from her kindly udder, by fre- 9 
quent applications, as much delicious milk, 0 
frothing above the brim of his poliſhed 

horn, as more than ſufficed to ſatisfy the 
wants 


ms 
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| wants of his little gueſts, what at laſt re- 

| mained in the bottom he ſwallowed him- 

| ſelf, ſpilling out the laſt drop on the ground, 
and returning the veſſel to his pocket. 


« Stop a moment, cried Lewis and Lo- 
| retta in one voice, © you. have ſaved our 
lives, ph, dear father, poor Lion! pray give 
poor Lion a little alſo.” 
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He did not wait to be aſked twice; but 

having ſerved the laſt in the trio of friends 
to his heart's content, and being loaded 

with the thanks of thoſe whom he had reſ- 
) cued from famine, he drove off his cow, 

telling them, if they wanted a night's lodg- 

ing they ſhould be welcome to his cottage 
when he came from his work in the even- 

ing; directing them where to find it, by a 

green porch over the door, in the village 

of Cheder. | 
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I Have no companion,” ſaid he,“ I am 
a poor lone man, wifeleſs and babeleſs, or 1 


would carry you home now; you cannot 
miſs your way, there it lies ſtraight before 
you;” ſhewing them the path. 
per 1 will feed you with” hot cabbage an( 


At ſup- 


bacon; ſo. make the beſt of your time till 


then, and God go with you.“ 


The kindneſs of this ſimple cottager ſo 


ſtrongly recalled Daddy Brown to their 
grateful recollection, that they might be 
faid in the copy to worſhip the original: 
and how their cloaths being dry, as well as 
their bodies refreſhed, they entered the 
path which they were told would. legs them 


to Cheder LORE: 


It was about ten in the morning, when 
arriving at the end of their ſtage, being no 
longer overwhelmed with hunger or thirſt, 
they quietly paſſed through the little ham- 
let, looking at every door, not to ſolicit the 
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hand of charity, but to diſcover the green 
porch deſcribed by the good-natured huſ- 
bandman, which having at - laſt eſpied at 
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the very verge of the village, and immedi- ; 
ately under the tremendous cliffs, whoſe 1 
lofty heads ſeemed wrapped in the blue (138 
mantle of the heavens, they lifted up the 9 1 
hatch which led to the cottage, through gi 
about two roods of ground, ſomething be- : 7 
N tween a garden and farm, one part being 0 pi 
encriched with yellow ears of wheat, bend- WE. 
a ing for the ſickle, the other flouriſhing 5 
: with vegetables, herbs, and flowers. e F 
. A palace raiſed by enchantment might 11 
1 have more aſtoniſhed, but could not have. 15 
excited more unmixed tranſports of joy 1 
than ſprung from the hearts to the eyes of "up 
Montgomery's children, as they ſurveyed == 
every thing around them; ſo like their 6 
native mountain, ſo like their native habi- Ai 
tation, that Lewis exclaimed, © Oh, if we 1 bs 
could but ſee our dear father ſtanding on 1 "1 
Hs - the . 
: 1 
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the bend of that rock, our Meer and our 
goats hanging their pretty faces over this 
paling to be milked, I ſhould think we 
were ſtill at Snowdon ! ſhould not you, 
Loretta? 


& To be ſure, brother; and if you are 
willing, we will live here; he who gave us 
the milk won't turn us away, if we dance 
and fing for bim, as we uſed to do for dear 
Daddy Brown, before he went to God a 
Mighty's houſe.” 


— 


Much more they prattled to each other 


28 they ſat under the green porch, reſolved 


at firſt to wait there for the return at eve of 


their new protector, but afterwards chang- 


ing their minds, went out to examine the 
cliffs, attended by Lion, with their bundle, 
an object which Lewis never loſt ſight of. 
* We ſhall be back again,” faid he, as they 
turned from the wicket, © before the good 
man comes home.” 


The 
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The morning had been foggy, to which 
a ſcorching ſun now ſucceeded ; the little 
wanderers acknowledged the comforts of 
its influence, as it not only relaxed their 
limbs, almoſt cramped by the hardneſs of 
their rocky beds on the preceding night, 
but alſo dried the damps that ftill adhered 
to > their , enen 


The heat, which at firſt cheered, became 
at laſt too fervent ; Lewis caſt himſelf on 
the graſs, Loretta ſat by his ſide, pulling 
the wild pink, ſo peculiarly the production 
of Cheder Cliffs, the many and beautifal 
children- of her flinty boſom. Now the 
playful girl covered herfelf, and now her 
brother, with the bloſſoms ſhe plucked 
which grew within her reach, till tired of 
ſporting, ſhe opened the bundle, when 
taking from it the treaſure of all treaſures, 
their fine moroeco Bible, nicely covered 


by Daddy Brown with blue paper, to keep f 


it from ſoiling by their frequent application 
H 6 to 
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to its contents, ſhe preſented it to Lewis, 
begging he would read; whereupon he be- 
gan certain chapters, of which they were 
exceedingly fond, containing the pathetic 
hiſtory. of Joſeph and his brethren. He 
read in an exalted tone, whilſt Loretta re- 
peated every verſe after him, in a voice 
ſweeter, ſhriller, and more penetrating, 
which, united to the force of her brother's, 
reverberated amongſt the rocks to a conſi- 
derable diſtance, and at laſt reached the ears 
of a party curioſity had drawn thither, who 
taking echo for their conductor, ſoon diſ- 
covered the Orphans” retreat, and advanced 
towards them quite unobſerved, till the lit- 
tle one turning her head at the barking of 
Lion, ſaw. the ſtrangers, two ladies and a 
child, ſtanding cloſe behind them, a wo- 
man and a ſnofragny unt at a nee 


« © We ſhall 4 forry,” ſaid the weſt of 
the ladies, -* to. diſturb you, my children, 
when We ſo ur enployeder | 
5 | 5 They 
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They had riſen to receive the honour of 
her - notice, Lewis, with the book in his 
hand, his eyes modeſtly caſt on the ground, 
thoſe of Loretta rivetted on the little girl, 
and bluſhing deeply, perhaps from the dif- 
ference” in their appearance, or perhaps 
from that ſort of lively attraction which 


children of nearly the ſame age and ſex feel 


for each other; whatever the motive of her 
confuſion, whatever her predilection to the 
youngeſt, ſhe ſweetly paid her homage to 
the other ladies, as did Lewis, though with 
an air more firm and manly. 


Did you ever, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. Oſ- 
mond, ſpeaking to the youngeſt, who was 
her daughter, and the mother of her who 
employed ſo much of Loretta's attention, 


* did you ever ſee ſuch a Wy N * 
eyer on ſach a a 


8 


„ * 


1 0 * are very well, ., replied Lady 
. in a ene of pique rather than 
Praiſe. 
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praiſe.” Then calling her own girl,“ Come 
hither Harriet,” ſaid ſhe, “ what makes you 
leave my fide to Rand by you don t know 


whom?” 


; AS . 

Harriet, who ſtep by ſtep, had crept 
cloſer to Loretta, whoſe glances ſhe re- 
turned with inexpreſſible kindneſs, heſi- 
tated, as if to conſider whether to obey or 
refuſe the angry command; then catching 
hold of the good lady's hand, who was be- 
ginning to enter into converſation with 
Lewis, © Dear grandmamma,” ſaid ſhe, 
& do ſpeak to mamma, that ſhe will not 
make me come away, for I had much ra- 
ther ſtay with you, except ſhe will come as 
near theſe ae children as we are. 


This e was overheard by her lady- 
. ſhip, who receiving a look of intreaty at 
the ſame time from her mother in favour 
of her -grand-daughter's petition, nodded 
« reluctant <4 ited ſaying, for ber part 
ſhe 
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ſhe ſhould venture no further, there being 
ſufficient beauties to engage her admira- 
tion, without running the riſk of diſagree- 
able conſequences; and beckoning her 
footman to follow, took another path, but 
did not go out of fight, often turning a 


ſupercilious glance of enquiry after thoſe 
ſhe had left behind her, 
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Mrs. Oſmond fitting down on a frag- 
ment of the broken cliff, Harriet by her 
fide, and Montgomery's children at her 
feet, placed there at her own command, 
ſhe aſked their names, from whence they =P 
came, and whither they were > going, | 
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Allured by the winning ſweetneſs of her 
voice and features, Lewis felt none of his 
uſual mawvaiſe honte when ſpeaking to peo- 
ple of her dignified appearance, but told 
his name, his country, and as much of 
their ſimple but difaſtrous tale, as would 
haye made Mrs. Oſmond wiſh to hear the 

| whole 
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whole of their adventures, could ſhe have 
ſurmiſed to how many ſtrange and critical 
ſituations they had hecn expoſed. 


Do you underſtand,” ſaid ſhe, « the 
book in which I found you reading?“ f 


Les, very well.“ 
* What do you call it?“ 


“Father called it the Word of God.” 


— 22 AQ Mw pond 


« And the Bible too, brother.” 
« Every body knows that, Loretta.“ 
« And does every body know, Lewis, all I } 


the fine prayers it holds beſides the chap- 
ters? , 


| yo Do you pray often, my ſweet ones * 


« Oh, 
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* Oh, very often.” | F 
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« And who do you pray for?“ 


Sometimes for our father, n 
for ourſelves, and ſometimes for Daddy 
Brown.” » © , : 


Jour father, you ſay, is dead, you 
ſhould pray for him no longer, poor Or- 
phans! Pray that God may take you un- 
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der his on holy protection. Who is it 1 
you call Daddy Brown, and where does nt 
he live?” | a Hl. 
. f | : } 35 

« He is dead too; he fell into a deep, 4 


8 

deep pit laſt night, and we ſhall never ſee 9 
3 . We i 
him again.” | 9 a 


“Was he good to ye?“ mh 
| 1825 


This queſtion being anſwered by ſobs 
and tears, the moſt forcible of all language, 
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and the moſt infectious of all ſenſations— 
Mrs. Oſmond pauſed; Harriet wept, whilſt 
with her own cambrick frock ſhe would 
have wiped Loretta's cheeks, but ſeeing 
Lady Acres turn, and fearful of her diſplea- 
ſare, ſhe retracted haſtily, again- fitting 
down by the fide of her grandmother. | 


Caſting on the Orphans a look, charged 


with more than the tendereſt compaſſion, 
« Tell me,” ſaid the good lady, © what be- 
came of ye, after this terrible accident?“ 


Lewis deſcribed where and how they 
had paſſed the night. 


« Miſerable innocents! How have you 


been ſupported? How gained # -liveli- 
hood ?” 


& Lewis dances.” 


And Loretta ſings.” 8 
. | & Would 


ee 
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Would youdance and ſing topleaſe me? 


© Yes, when we can = Daddy Brown 
a little. 


« What do you carry in that bundle 
which your handſome dog guards with ſo 
much faithfulneſs ?” 

Our cloaths.“ 
Nothing elſe.” 
4 Oh yes, a very pretty box. 


“Will you let me ſee it?“ 


It was immedistely produced dy Lewis, 
and the key delivered into her hand with 


ſo much frankneſs as quite enchanted their 


predeſtined protectreſs; for already Mrs. 
Oſmond had taken up her reſolution, and 
only waited to declare it until all the intel- 


ligence 
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ligence ſhe could glean from their re- 
ſponſes had been obtained. | 


She firſt examined the ſeal, then ſaid, as 
if ſpeaking to herſelf, © Theſe are arms of 
ſome conſequence!—Where did you find 
this toy, my good children?” - 


We did not find it any where; it was 
our father's, and he gave it to us when he 
commanded that we ſhould come to Eng- 
land after he was dead.“ 

6e Did he tell you of any uſe that it 
would be of to you in this country?“ 


« Yes, he ſaid it was the arms of his fa- 
'mily; but I'don't know what that means ; 
yet we take care of it, becauſe father told 
us it may do us good.” 


f ͤVDo you * of any relation your fa- 
ther has in this country? ? 


cc Oh, 


—— 
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Oh, he has a brother ſo wicked that I 
hate him.“ 


0 


« And I hate him too,” echoed Loretta. 


« You ſhould hate nobody, my darlings.” 
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That is juſt what my father told us.” 


* Then you ſhould have better remem- i 
bered his inſtructions.” Aha 


« I can't tell what is the matter with me 
when I think how he robbed my dear, dear 
father of all his money, I feel ſo warm, and 
my heart bounces ſo againſt my ribs, that 


though I try not to hate him, I can't 
help it.” - 
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« That is an evil in your diſpoſition, my 1 

dear, and which we muſt try to eradicate i 

fa- hereafter. But what have we here! as * 
ing the caſe. 
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« It is the picture of my mother.” 
« She too is dead?” 
« Ah! I am very ſorry for that.” 


«© No doubt.” 


— 


« How long has ſhe been dead?“ 


e It is you who muſt inform me of that; 
1 never beard of your mother till now; I 
hope you have not run away from her pro- 
teQion ?” 


« Ah, no ieee e 


« Good boy, fear not to tell me the 
truth. 


I would not tell a lie for all the world, 
ſo although ſhe is my mother, ſhe is very, 
very naughty; a fine gentleman carried 
+ op 
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her to England, when we were in our 
cradle.” 


« Did ſhe never return?“ 
«« Never.” 


« Abandoned wife! abominable mo- 
ther!” Theſe exclamations only refted on 
the lips of Mrs. Oſmond, but did not eſcape 
beyond them. The more ſhe heard their 


lovely Orphans made in her affections. 


ſtone on which ſhe had been fitting, and 
bidding the children remain where they 
were, ſhe ſtepped forward to meet and con- 
falt with her daughter, concerning the diſ- 
poſal of what ſhe called the heavenly-di- 


Id, 


me, the bleſſed opportunity ot befriending 
her their 


innocent prattle, the greater intereſt theſe 


At length rifing from the maſs-covereil 


rected Orphans. © For if,“ faid ſhe, © Pro- 
vidence had not guided them, and favoured 
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their unſheltered condition would never 


have been put into my power.“ 


Lady Acres, though a little peeviſh, a 
little proud, a little ſelf-willed, and not a 


little envious of every child who ſurpaſſed 


her own in beauty, had nevertheleſs ſuch 


profound awe for the excellency of her 


mother's judgment, as well as affection for 
her perſon, that, oppoſite as were their diſ- 


poſitions, the ſtricteſt harmony had ever 
ſubſiſted between them. No ſooner, there- 


fore, had Mrs. Oſmond ſignified her inten- 
tions of taking the deſerted Orphans under 
her own immediate protection, than, how- 
ever ungraciouſty inclincd in thought, by 
word or deed ſhe made no objection; only 
vequeſting that, on their accounts, they 
might not be detained any longer on the 


cliffs: adding, You, mamma, will have 


time enough to arrange the fate of theſe 
little ſtrollers after I am gone. You know 
* * to meet Sir John at Bath this 


evening; ; 


OF SNOWDON. 169 


evening; that we ſet out for town to-mor- 
row, and that 1f he does not find -me ar- 
rived before him, he will be ſrightfully 


angry. 


* Nay, my dear,” rephed her mother 
ſmiling, “ although I believe you would 
run no great riſk of incurring your huſ- 
r Wh band's diſpleaſure by any detention for 
- WH which I am anſwerable; yet ſince you are 
er grown timid, I would not give you cauſe 
© WH for imbibing even imaginary troubles.” 


Dear Madam, if you were going with 
me to Bagh, it would be quite a different 


euſes.“ 


a ſhort explanation of her benevolent plans, 


ter the birth of the pretty deſtitutes was 
greatly above their preſent condition, but 
YOL, I, * 1 . her 


affair, for then you would make my ex- 


Mrs. Oſmond would have entered into 


and wiſhed to have convinced her daugh- 
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her Ladyſhip became ſo fidgeting, ſo inat- 
tentive to every thing, except the fear of 
offending Sir John, that the good lady 
gave up the attempt, conſenting, at the re- 
queſt of this too impatient wife, to remit 
the particulars at her leiſure, and by poſt, 
Then taking Harriet by the hand, who 
only dared to nod a farewel to the Orphans 
of Snowdon; with whom, whilſt left to her 
own conduct, ſhe had entered into ſome- 
thing like tender familiarity, ſhe was con- 
veyed, between her mother and grandmo- 
ther, to the fide of a chaiſe and four, 
which, with a coach and fix, ſtood at the 
bottom of the cliffs, followed by Lewis 
and Loretta at a reſpectful diſtance, led by 
Mrs. Oſmond's two ſervants; who ſaw in 
the eyes of their adored miſtreſs, when ſhe 
put them under their convoy, that the 
kindneſs ſhewn to her prot#&ges would be 
-the moſt acceptable duty they could per: 
form to herſelf. 


'The 
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The three ladies tenderly embracing 
each other, the younger one and her A 
daughter entered the chaiſe; Harnet's eyes 1 
drowned in tears to part with her indul- 
gent grandmother, but their laſt look fell 1 
on Montgomery's children, whoſe chagrin 9 
at ſeeing ſuch a kind-hearted little lady no 
is more, appeared on their cherub counte- 
er Wl nances in zraits the moſt melancholy, till 
e- Wl the chaiſe being out of ſight, Mrs. Oſ- 
n- mond, like the angel of conſolation de- 
ſcending to the aid of ſorrowing humanity, 
by the ſofteſt, gentleſt expreſſion, by the 
ſweeteſt, trueſt promiſes of maternal pro- 
tection, chaſed from their animated features 
every cloud inimical to the lively rays of 
hope, joy and gratitude. 
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Nature taught them their firſt leſſon in 
the rules of graceful acknowledgments; 
till now they had knelt to no created be- 
being—their maiden act of proſtration to 
any fellow creature was made at the feet of 
The I 2 their 
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their benefactreſs, who would have claſped 
them to her generous breaſt and have co- 
vered their faces with kiſſes, but choſe to 
- defer ſuch perſonal tokens of fondneſs un- 
til ſhe ſhould have put them into other ha- 
diliments, thoſe they had on being torn 

and ſullied. 


However ſhe took them as they were 
into her carriage, often preſſed their little 
hands, which, as well as their faces, were as 
pure as the ſnow on their native moun- 
tain; ſometimes ſhe ſighed, as Lewis, en- 
couraged by her goodneſs, and in obedi- 
ence to her commands, ſuccinctly related 
the diſaſters of their ſhort lives ; ſometimes 
ſmiled at the interruptions of Loretta, ever 
ſimple, often touching, always amuſing.— 
She grieved for what they had ſuffered— 
ſhe tejoiced that Heaven ſhould have ap- 
pointed her the inſtrument of their future 
preſervation. C 
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The heart of this worthy woman was not 
the only conqueſt made by our engaging 
Orphnens; Mrs. Warly, her own ſervant, 
who lat on the ſame fide with her lady, 
45 upon them wich rapture, and liſtened 
to them with ſo much delight, that being 
obſerved with approbation by her miſtreſs, 
ſhe alked whether ſhe ſhould think the 
charge of two ſach children any very heavy 
addicion to the labour of her other ſtation. 


“So far, my Lady,” ſhe replied, © from 
thinking any thing I could do to ſerve them 
a trouble, were any accident to overtake you, 
Madam, which God forbid! I would work 
for them day and night, rather than they 


ſhould ever again be caſt upon the wide 
world.” 


yea Oded gave her the praiſc * 
philanthropy deſerved; Lewis and Loretta 
looked their thanks ſtronger thun words 


could have expreſſed them. 


. 1 3 In 
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In peſſng through the village their road 
led by the cottage with a green porch; 
our hero and heroine, watched for it 
with that kind of gloomy avidity with 
which we deſire to behold a beloved object 
who we ſuppoſe we are to ſee no more. 


“There, there it is!” they exclaimcd, 


ſnatching a glance as the horſes went 
ſwiftly along. 


Let us pray God, brother,” faid Lo- 
retta, before we go to bed, to bleſs the 
man and the cow who ſaved us from ſtarv- 
ing this morning ; if we had been ſtarved, 
we ſhould have died, you know, like dear, 
_ dear father, and dear, dear Daddy Brown.” 


The ſhake of the head, the lifting of the 
hands, which accompanied this unſtudied 
and unreſtrainable emotion, aiding by 
words.ſo full of gratitude, ſo replete with 
| _— heightened that pleaſure which 
benevolence 


tib 
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d benevolence never fails to beſtow on its 


; true yotaries. 


h Mrs. Oſmond aſſured her little ſuſegp- 
t WW tible companions that flie would put it in 
their power, at ſome other time, to reward 
their cottage friend for his kindneſs; and 


„ n this ſhe was as good as her word, by r. 


t mitting, through one of her tenants who 
was -going to Briſtol, two guineas for the 


uſe of the man at the green porch, which 


J- was all the direction that could be given; 
e but it was enough, the farmer turifhg out 
-o his way and gaining the village of Che- 
1, der, found him without difficulty, and de- 
r, WW livered the money into his own hands, tell- 
ing him at the ſame time, by the order of 


his gracious employer, that it was the gift 


e of Heaven for his charity to the fatherleſs, 
who were now well taken care of, and 
loved him with all their hearts. 
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The countryman ſtared—and the farmer 
departed, having uttered as faſt as he could 
the whole of his commiſſion. 


— 


|, al gone a jittle zigzag to mention 
this noble offering at the- ſhrine of recom- 
pence, that it might neither interfere with 
mere intereſting buſineſs, or be totally 
neglected. | 


Mrs. Oſmond had done honour to the 
ſtate of widowhood upwards of- ten years, 
- as ſhe Wl alſo done to that of a wiſe twice 
the number. Her huſband had been, what 


ſhe was, each the glory of their ſex, the 


patterns of manly honour and of female 
virtue. Her jointure four thouſand a year 
Lady Acres her only child; who carried 
Sir John fifty thouſang pounds, with a re- 
verſionary right to the whole eſtate after 


the deceaſe of her mother: and oſten 


d that excellent mother ſay merrily to 
| her 


—_ mc <a. Xmas Mi — 


or 


1 
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her fon and daughter, © Inſtead of living 
to enrich you by my favings, you have 
nothing to expect but that I ſhall be forced 


to tax your charity for a decent exit.“ 
; : , 9 


Indeed nothing was more likely than 
that ſhe, who lived in the luxury of doing 


good, ſhould at her death have no more 
to diſpoſe of than thoſe who enjoy the 
luxuries of ſelfiſh pleaſures and expenſive 
vices. Whether ſpending in the purchaſe 
of heaven, or in the ſervice of ſin, the con- 
ſequences are exactly the ſame to their 
heirs in general. 


It was the cuſtom of Mrs. Oſmond, af- 
ter ſquandering all the year, giving and 
lending to every diſtreſſed family, with 
whoſe difficulties ſhe could poſſibly make 
herſelf acquainted at the cloſe of each, firſt 
to ſettle accounts with her dependants, and 
next with herſelf, when if there happened 


an overplus i in her favour, ſhe conſidered: it 
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as a depoſit for the uſe of others, and never 
reſted till ſhe had found the right owners, 
by ſearching after new objects of indigent 
pretenſions. © 


The ſervants of Mrs. Oſmond were more 
happy, and perhaps deſerving to be fo, than 
many miſtreſſes at the head of their own 
families; they had but one example, had 
it been bad, they might have followed—it 
was good, and they did follow it. 


Birds, dogs, horſes, every thing which 

; breathed in or about Oſmond Lodge, di- 
vided the care of its beneficent owner, in the 
attention ſhe beſtowed on their ſafety, their 
eaſe, and neceſſary accommodation. This 
brings me to rectify an omiſſion of which 
I was guilty on quitting Cheder, by failing 
to declare that Lion was of the party. 


Notwithſtanding the age of this animal 
anteceded the birth of Lewis two years, yet 


bs * he 


LF 
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he was ſtill a good traveller, an uſeful and 


merry companion. Diſencumbered from 


Loretta's bundle, he was at all times ready 
to pick up a glove, a ſtick, or an handker- 
chief, which he would afterwards preſent, 
ſtanding erect, to either groom; who, to 
to make trial of his agility, were alternately 
dropping ſomething or other, which Lion 
was diſpatched to reproduce, and never re- 
ſuſed the commiſſion. He ſeemed to con- 
ſider himſelf as releaſed from the guardian- 
ſhip of his late maſter's children, and at 
liberty to devote his talents for the purpoſe 
of bettering his own fortune, nor did his 
honeſt endeavours out- run his ſueceſs, for 
by the time they ſtopped at Bridgewater 


he was fully eſtabliſhed in the favour of ni 


new acquaintances. 


Mrs. Oſmond, when ſhe encountered 
the Orphans of Snowdon on Cheder Cliffs, 
was returning to her houſe in Devonſhire, 


having 1 1 Acres to "WS 
where, 
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4 


where, after ſpending fix weeks together, 
ſhe conducted -her mother ſo far on her 


Journey back. The preceding night they 


had flept at Langford Inn, which for neat- 
neſs and comfort has few rivals on the 


| Weſtern Road; beſides, by its diſtance 


» 


being advantageouſly ſituated for compaſ- 
ſtonate travellers who e with their 


. own horſes. 


The next morning, after breakfaſt, when 
the ladies were to have parted, moſt for- 
tunately for Montgomery's children, Lady 
Acres took it into her head that ſhe ſhould 


like of all things to viſit Cheder, of whoſe 


tremendous mountains ſhe had heard ſo 


much as to ſet her curioſity on the tantivy, 


which nothing could appeaſe but her mo- 
ther's turning out of her direct track to 
view them with her. That wiſe parent, 


whoſe opinion was never diſputed in great 


matters, becauſe bending and ingulgent in 


mall ones; now, Irrer much gore in- 


clined 


** fi 
bs 8 al 
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| clined to procced forwards, ſhe moſt gra- j 0 
ciouſly aflented to her daughter's wiſhes, 1. 
nor thought herſelf ill-requited, when in b 
| the act of admiring the ſublime of Nature, 15 
| ſhe met with two of her moſt exquiſite i 
x models of human lovelineſs, and made 1 
chem her own. 1% 


Does any reader want to know what be- We 


came of Loretta's bundle, having ſaid Lion 
) was releaſed from the burden, and it being 
very eaſy to conceive there could be no 28 
admittance for ſo ſhabby a paſſenger in 1 
Mrs. Oſmond's carriage? What · then be- £ 


_—_ 


- came of it? Why it was left, my dear lit- þ ; k 
) tle friends, on Cheder Cliffs, for crows ang i 


; ravens to build their neſts with; for fag 7 
8 rags as it contained, though ſerving to co- | 
) ver the offspring of wretchedneſs, agreed 
, not with the bounty of their new protec- 

treſs; all therefore was left behind, all but 
1 the in box and its more precious 


— ” | treaſure; 
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treaſure, theſe were conſigned, by Mrs. 
Oſmond's own hand, to the care of Lewis, 
who no more quitted them, till at night 
when he laid them under his pillow. 


From Cheder to Bridgewater twice they 
halted, leſs on account of the horſes than 
for the ſake of the children, who received 
ſuch refreſhment as their guardian angel 
thought neceſſary, without leaving the car- 


riage, being handed to the ſide of it by her 


own ſervants, to whom the Orphans' miſe- 
rable diſhabille was already familiar; and 


if ſhe did not with further to expoſe their 


poverty, her motives for concealment 
ſprung from no little ſelfiſh vanity, but 
Mere founded on that delicacy which at- 
tached only to the feelings of thoſe inno- 
cents ſhe had ſo nobly reſcued from the 


gripe of famine.. 


| e ee going hand in hand with 
kindneſs, are the beſt agents we can at any 
4 | time 


ſo 
di 
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ume employ in purſuit of rational plea- 
ſures, I particularly mean pleaſures of the 
heart, by opening a communication with 
modeſt merit, whoſe powers of charming 
would otherwiſe be confined under the 
ſetters of aukward reſtraint; like ether tied 
down in a bottle, whoſe volatile pungeney 


is good for nothing unleſs the cork be 
drawn. 


If the foregoing ſimile ſhould not be 
' ſuitable to all occafions, it is at leaſt appli- 
cable to the preſent, as may be collected 
from an expreſſion which fell from the lips 
of Mrs. Oſmond to her female attendant 
in the courſe of their firſt day's journey. 


« Warly,” ſaid ſhe, never travelled 
e ſo pleaſantly in my whole life; theſe chil- 


dren are a continual fund of entertain- 
ment.” 2 


Would 
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Would they, impreſſed only by ſenti- 
ments of awe or reverence, without the 
qualifying ſweets of love to ſoften the com- 
poſition would they have found courage 
to exert, as they did, all their little powers 
of attraction to amuſe their benevolent 
miſtreſs, if at the fame time their grateful 
ſouls had not acknowledged her the kindeſt 
of their friends? No; they would have 
remained in her preſence mute, uneaſy, 
perhaps diſſatisfied, perhaps murmuring 
_ - anew for the loſs of their father and Daddy 
Brown, before whom . they were licenſed 
to ſpeak without conſtraint : but the 
affability, as well as the partiality, of their 
preſerver, ſpared them from any ſuch hu- 
miliating compariſon; they could not have 
talk with more freedom, or ſung with 
| leſs mairvaiſe honte, at the bidding of Daddy 
Brown himſelf, than they did at the . 
of Mrs. Oſmond. 
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It was juſt after Loretta had finiſhed her 
pretty ſong on Morning that ſhe exclaim- 
ed, © Marly, I never travelled jo pleaſantly | 
in my whole life ; theſe children are a conti- * 


[ 
nual fund of entertainment !” 14 
| 1 
N i bar 

Have you not another in your collec- | 


tion, my love?” aſked her delighted pa- 


troneſs. - | 
« Yes, a great, great many, and I will. 1 

ſing them all, if you pleaſe.“ | oo, 
* Not all now, it will fatigue you too +28 

much ; but let me be treated with one ' 


more of them.” . = 


„What ſhall I ſing, Lewis?” 


i 


“The Lark on high.” 


» 


* Oh no! Daddy Brown taught me nat, 
and I don't know the tune without hearing 
his 
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his fiddle—I ſhall never hear it again!“ 


ſhaking her head, and two cryſtal tears fall- 
ing down her cheeks ; * I ſhall never hear 


dear Daddy Brown's fiddle any more!“ 


Mrs. Oſmond, penetrated both by her 
words and ſilent geſtures, forgot the cau- 
tion impoſed by delicacy, took hold of her 
hand, drew the pathetic charmer forwards, 
bent to meet her face half way, and kiſſed 
it with unutterable tenderijels. 

« We will defer tk fig till to-mor- 
ys” faid ſhe, ſcarcely able to articulate, 


$5 ſmiling, pointed out to their view the 
town of Bridgewater, at no great diſtance. 
This Mew object anſwered the end for 
which ſhe intended it; Loretta's tears were 


bruſhed away, and the melancholy thought- 


fulneſs beginning to invade the features of 
Lewis ſuperſeded by the eager expreſſion 
of curioſity. | 

How 


e are near the end of our journey;“ 


W 
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« How like this town is to the city of 
Briſtol,” cried the brother of Loretta, as the 
freſh looking horſes leiſurely. trotted thro' 
the precincts. x 


* Oh dear!” cried his fiſter, © I believe 
in my very heart it muſt be Briſtol its 
ownſelf; look, Lewis, how ſmoaky, bow 
dark it is, and that naſty, muddy river.“ 


« It is not Briſtol, my dears, replied 
Mrs. Oſmond, laughing; „yet in diſeo- 
vering the liker& You ſhew a great deal 
of penetration; the ſimilitude between 
them is ſo ſtriking that Bridgewater has 
been often called the Paughter of BAM 


tol.' - 


* 


TA * 
« Ah!” returned the child of nature, 


again ſhaking her little ſigniſicant noddle, 
it is pity Briſtol ſhould have any chil- 
dren.” | f 


* 


. cc Who 


* 0 a 2 
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„ Why ſo?” 


« Becauſe I think ſhe is not very pretty ; 


do you, Lewis?“ 


But before he could reply, the earriage 
ſtopped at the door of a principal inn, 


V where Mrs. Oſmond and her ſuite were ex- 


pected, a groom having gone on before to 
announce the approach of his lady. 


The good - natured Warly ſaw, on more 
oceaſions than one, her Miſtreſs's anxiety 
to hide from general obſervation the mean 
habiliments which diſguiſed her brace of 
s, and having quickly followed her 


ſteps, as ſhe alighted threw her own long 


cloak over the ſhoulders of Loretta, leading 
her with one hand, and holding out the- 
other to Lewis whoſe appearance being 
leſs raggamuffin, they paſſed muſter pretty 


well till ſhe had huſtled them into an up- 


per chamber adjoining to the dining-room, 


whither 
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whither ſhe went to receive the commands 
of her lady, firſt kiſſing the children, and 
afterwards locking the door upon them to 
keep out obtruſive enquiries. 


During the conference between Mrs. 
Oſmond and her charge des affaires, it was 
determined by the former to remain ſo 
long at Bridgewater as might be neceſſary 
to equip the children with new cloathing. 
J would flot make them fine,” ſaid this 
; excellent judge of propriety, © but decent; 
7 I would not make them vain, but comfort- 
1 able. Theſe are all the directions I ſhall 
f give, the management of every thing elſe 
r [ leave to yourſelf; only I would have you 
keep them from the fight of every body 
2 until they are a little transformed, and 
then we wor mmediatelyFegommence our 
Journey.” 
* 
Mrs. Warly loſt no time to execute wich 
critical exactneſs all the orders of her lady, 


who 


* 


— 
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Vbo very often ſtole to the children's apart- 
ment and became their companion, when- 
ever her buſy attendant was engaged with 
the trades-people employed to render our 
Orphans' appearance more appropriate to 
their fortunate ſituation ; it was only at the 
hours of eating and ſleeping that ſhe could 
ſeparate herſelf from them, and even then 
with regret, as every moment they became 
more and more endeared to her affections. 


It was not before the evening of the ſe- 
cond day that theſe important preparations 
were finally compleated. Warly gave her 
miſtreſs no reaſon to ſappoſe they would 
have been ready ſo ſoon; ſhe thought an 
agreeable ſurprize es to expected 


1 * 


n | 
by an opinion rather com- 


. 
mon chan fingular, prior to their going to- 


bed ſhe waſhed their hands, arms and bo- 
ſoms all over with her lady's beſt hungary 
water, 


. 
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water, cut and raſped their well-ſhaped 


tranſparent nails, combed out their auburn 
traces, and would have twiſted them on 
rollers but for the trick-of nature, who hav- 


ing already formed their ringlets after her 


own graceful faſhion, ſlifly contended with 
the hand-maiden of art, who, in conſe- 


quence of many unſucceſsful efforts, was 
forced to give out at laſt, _ 


Conquered, but not diſheartened, ſhe 
proceeded to diveſt them of their canvas 
linen, exchanging it for good Holland, 
waſhed their feet in ſpring-water, heard 
them ſay their prayers, laid them between 
ſheets as wholeſome and as white as their 
own kin, and moving from one bed to the 
other, kiſſed each, bidding them go to ſleep, 
then fat herſelf down to put their other lit- 
tle matters in order for the motmng, | 


Firſt ſhe examined what ſhe had exa- 
mined (without approving) a thouſand times 
| before— 


1 - — « E <> 
— r : —— 
% 
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before—it was the cap intended for Lo- 


retta's preſentation—the ſhape was well 


enough, round and ſimple but the bor- 
ders were plain —it would be ten times 


better if ſhe were to take them off, and 


"tack on ſome of her own lace, which was 


Fine, and had been worn by her lady. The 


ribbon too—it was blue—it ought to have 


been pink—and pink it ſhall be.—She 


rumaged over a whole band-box full of 


ribbons—and ſelectin g her favourite co- 


Jour, called the maiden-bluſh; fell to new- 


modelling the cap in every poſſible direc- 
tion, and almoſt worſhipped the work of 
her on hands. 

- << Heap berntifül We diebe angel fore 
will look in it!“ This was her firſt tranſ- 


ported exclamation.— Again“ There is 


ſtill all this lace remaining—what ſhall I 
do with it — Somewhere or other it muſt, 
and it ſhall, go to adorn them, Let me 


Fee, here is no frill round Lewis's ſhirt-col- 


2 ; . lag— 


* 


ſe 
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lar—no tucker round the boſom of Lo- 
retta's frock—yes, it will do very well. 
Swect creatures, they will look like two 
May blofſoms.” No ſooner ſuid than done 
the lace frills were ſewed on in à trice; 
and ſhe retired to reſt with that fort of ſelf- 
complacency which deſerves to be called 
the beſt friend, as ſelf-reproach is certainly 
the worſt n to repoſe. 


Whitf attending to undreſs her miſireſs, 
the cap, the ſhirt; and the frock, or rather 
the effect ſhe expected they would pro- 
duce on the lovely wearers, as well as on 
the admiration of their patroneſs, occupied 
her delighted imagination, and f over 
het fade a fimper of ſatisfaction 0 contpi- 
cuous as did not eſcape the notice of Mrs. 
Oſmond, who obſerved, ſhe was glad to 
ſee her look ſo cheartul, as it ſeemed to 
prognoſticate they ſtivuld'not be detained 
much longer in a place, which had nothing 
to recommend it | but neceſlity. 

VOL. I. K ; % Yes, 


. 
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„Tes, Madam, I hope we ſhall be ready 
to-morrow.” 


The ſooner the better; I have been ſo 
long abſent from home, and am ſo impa- 
tient to return, that I think never to leave 


it any more as long as I live.” ; 

c 

God keep you in the ſame mind, Ma- t 

dam, and we ſhall all be gainers. Poor b 

Mr. Jonathan would be out of his judg- *© 

ment if he could hear you ſay fo.” ; 

* * 

Good old man! he ſhall hear me fay l 

3 . f 

„ May I bid the ſervants, Madam, get t 
ready to ſet qut as ſoon as you have done 

breakfaſt? | 

1 

1M « Oh yes; * is more defirable, i © 

provided my children. are — alſo.” b 


e, 


es, 


or SNOWDON. 195 


« Yes, I will anſwer for that, Madam.“ 


« I ſhall fleep the better for it. Good 
night, Warly.“ 


“ How kind, how condeſcending is my 
dear miſtreſs!” (whiſpered this faithful 
copieſt of univerſal good-will, having cloſed 
the curtains, and retired to her own-cham- 
ber through that of Montgomery's chil- 
dren, whoſe beds ſhe did not paſs without 
taking a peep at them.) © How ſweetly ſthe 
ſpeaks to one! If all ladies were like our 
lady, ſervitude would be no hardſhip, and 
ſervants might lay down their lives for 


ſuch as freely as they would ferve one ano- 
der. 


I thought this ſentiment worth record- 
ing, as it is very certain, the more a maſter- 
or miſtreſs are beloved, the more they will 
be reſpected and the better obeyed.” 


K 2 The 
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The next morning, before it was quite 
day, the Orphans of Snowdon were gently 
awakened by the voice and touch of Mrs. 
Warly; who ſaw, with abundant ſelf- con- 
gratulation, that their charms were infi- 

nitely improved by her over-night's ſyſtem 

of beautifying. The lily of the field was 

not whiter than their ſkin, or the roſe of 

Circaſſia more blooming than their com- 

plexion: yet much was to be done; and 

what with dreſſing, what with adorning. 

and what with admiring them, they found 

her in ſull employment till ſummoned to 

attend her lady, when pauſing ſor a mo- 

ment, to conſider if ſhe ſhould take the 

children in her hand, at laſt left them be- 

hind, bidding them fit ſtill, and be ſure not 

- » to tumble their new cloaths, till ſhe came 

to fetch them, becauſe their beſt friend 

| might ſee them as neat as if taken from a 
band- box. 


% How 
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“How pretty you look, Lewis!” ſaid 
Loretta, (the inftant they were alone) © I 
don't look ſo pretty as you, do I?” 

“That you do, and a great deal pret- 
tier.“ 

* 


| « Oh, but T have no collar like your's, 
| all open round the throat, and falling over 
your beautiful blue coat.” 


1 | 
0 Nor have I a fine frock and red lea- 
* ther ſhoes, Loretta.“ 


No indeed; but though your's are 
black, they are new and very ſhining. 1 
ſhould like to ſee myſelf in that glaſs, 
ſhouldn't you, Lewis? I wiſh it -was 
mn not ſo very, very high, or we might 


ſtand on a chair and ſee ourſelves all 
over,” g 


JW 
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© You forget, ſiſter, that Mrs. Warly 
told us we were not to move out of our 
places.” | 


% Oh dear, I fergot that! But do you 
think there would have been much harm, 
if the glaſs had been lower down and we 
had walked juſt ſoftly along the room, to 
ſee how pretty we are dreſſed?ꝰ 


5e Ah, Loretta! there is harm in doing 
any thing our beſt friends tell us not to 
do; we always obeyed our dear father 
and dear Daddy Brown. We have no fa- 
ther! 'no Daddy Brown now ! except the 
great lady who brought us here in her 
coach, and kind Mrs. Warly; ſo you know 
we ought-to obey them in every thing.” 


i? Well, pray, Lewis, don't be angry, 1 
will ſay ſo no more; and if you could take 


down that great glaſs from the wall and 
| bring 


- 
o 

2 - at a 

a. . 


ad 
ng 
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bring it to me, I would not look at it, be- 
cauſe it would have made us diſobedient; 
but I wiſh, for all that, I wiſh you would 
look at my nice frock, to fee if it be 
tumbled, and that my beautiful cap fits 
ftraight.” 


a. 


- 


Such are the inſinuating powers of va- 
nity when attacking the mind of a female, 
old or young, that even the youth and fim- 
plicity of the little fairy Loretta did not 
entirely eſcape its influence. This ten- 
dency, like all other weakneſſes, if watch- 
ed in its early formation, may eaſily be 
eradicated, but ſuffered to grow without 
reſtraint, even amidſt every bloſſoming vir- 
tue, the root is fixed, and they are all over- 
ſhadowed. Such will not be the fate of 
Loretta; the eyes of her prudent guardian, 
though partial, can never be blinded, and 
if nature has given her faults, education 
will correct them. | Fon? oe 
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If Warly ſimpered at night when 


put- 


ting her lady to-bed, at the mere idea of 


how the children would look, when 


ſhe 


had ſet them off tq the beſt advantage in 


the morning, after ſhe ſaw how much 


the 


reality of their charms exceeded her ima- 
gination, ſhe did not confine her features 


to a fimper, nor her tongue to ſilence, 


but 


with joyful animation gave ſuch an account 
of her own pexfarmances, and ſuch a de- 
ſcription of the Orphans, as filled Mrs. Of- 
mond with the utmoſt impatience to be- 
hold the wonderſul change ſo wonderfully 


related; for the good gentlewoman 


had 


declared that they only wanted wings to 


fly ta heaven, where, though fleſh 
blood, they might well paſs for angels. 


and 


Angels indeed! thought Mrs. Oſmond, 


as Warly led them into her chamber ; 


and 


ſeeing them fall at her feet, as inſtructed 


by their conductreſs, angels indeed ! 
heart only uttered, her lips were cl 


Her 
oſed. 


She 


St 
ſo 
ſa 
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th 


W. 
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She raiſed them, preſſed them to her bo- 
ſom, and examined them all over, then 
ſaid, © Warly, have you not a little ex- 
ceeded your commiſſion : pe | 


] thought, Madam“ 


“Oh, very well; you thought I ordered 
this cap, and theſe boſoms to be trimmed 
with lace.“ 


4 dare not tell you a lie, Madam, by 
ſaying I miſapprehended your orders.“ 


„What then, my good woman?“ 


4 thought, Madam, as the lace is my 
own, through your bounty, I thought 
it would look mighty pretty about theſe 
ſweet little creatures. I hope your good- 
neſs will pardon my preſumption.” 


we 


K 5 « OS 
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« Oh, dear Lady! pray, pray pardon 
Mrs. Warly,” cried the Orphans, again 
dropping on their knees, their hands claſp- 
ed together, their ſoft blue eyes ſwimming 
in tears; © we will tear off the lace this 
moment, rather than you ſhould be angry 
with Mrs. Warly. Pray, pray take my 
cap, Mrs. Warly,” added Loretta, griev- 
ed by the fear of offending her revered be- 
nefactreſs ; it is very, very pretty, but J 
will never wear it again, no never!“ 


Mrs. Oſmond, who was rather gratified 
than diſpleaſed, by the effect of her atten- 
dant's whimſical foppery, ſoon ' reſtored 
peace to the ſenſitive hearts of her implor- 
ing proteges, the cap replaced, the beauti- 
ful face it ſhaded > fondly kiſſed, Lewis's 
hand preſſed, the ſuppoſed fault of Warly 
forgiven, on her promiſing ſhe would never 
let them appear in future with laced caps 
or laced collars; a command which, in the 

* a height 


4 
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height of her gentleneſs, Mrs. Oſmond 
thought proper to enforce with more than 
ſeriouſneſs—with all the dignity of gravity; 
and the ſunſhine of happineſs reſtored 
to every countenance, ſhe ordered break- 
faſt to be brought to her own apartment, 
where ſhe detained the children, attended 
only by her partner in the treaſures of 
Snowdon, the delighted, the exquiſitely 
delighted Mrs. Warly. 


| Having reſted the horſes ſo long at 


Bridgewater, the coachman aſſured his lady 


they were equal to a journey of thirty 
miles, before they would require any other 
refreſhment than a lock of hay and a drop 
of water, which they might get at the end 
of ten or twelve miles, without being taken 
from the carriage, 


Mrs. Oſmond, who very much wiſhed 
to be at home, and placed as much gonfi® 


dence in the {kill of her coachman, as a 
. . wiſe 


1 
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wiſe king repoſes in experienced miniſters, 
liſtened with pleaſure to his opinion, rea- 
dily adopted it, and ordered proviſions for 
herſelf and companions to be packed up in 
the carriage, that the impediment, of hyn- 
ger might not obſtruct their progreſs. 
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At Taunton, whilſt the horſes were 
champing their mouthtal of hay from the 
hands of half a dozen hoftlers, and ſucking 
up a hearty draught from as many leather 
buckets, before the door of a large inn, the 
children eat their cake in the carriage, 
with the Venetian blinds drawn down, to 
prevent, their becoming too much the ob- 
ject of vulgar curioſity, a vaſt concourſe of 
the lower order, who had juſt caught a 
glimpſe of them, having followed the coach 


and ſurrounded it. 


Lion had been kindly offered a ſeat on 


#be-perch, but accuſtomed to the exerciſe 
of amping, be choſe to run at the ſide of 
17 the 
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the riding ſervants, who took care to pre- 
ſerve this preference in full vigour, by 
lining their pockets with ſavoury morſels, 


and eaſting them between his teeth at every 
convenient diſtance. | 


The roads good, the days not ſhort, and 
the weather favourable, Mrs. OſmondSwith 
her little neſtlings, reached the inn where 
ſhe intended to fleep about twilight. As 
ſhe got out of the carriage, the eoachman, 
turning round on his, box, one hand lifted 
to his oil-ſkin covered hat, begged ſhe 
would obferve the fine condition of his 
cattle ; “ Your ladyſhip will fee. that thirty 
mites is only play, for they have not drawn 
a hair. 


Without underſtanding the phraſe, his 
miſtreſs aſſured him ſhe was well fatisfied, 
both with himſelf and his horfes; adding, 
As you all travel ſo well 1 ſhould hope 

5 F that 


. 
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that T ſhall dine at my own houſe the day 
after to-morrow.” 


J will anſwer for bringing yon there to 
breakfaſt, Madam, if it be your ladyſhip's 
pleaſure.” 


« We will talk further on that ſabje& in 
the morning. Get ready at an early hour. 
In the mean time take care of yourſelves, 
the horſes, and the children's faithful 
dog.” 


« Lord love her,” cried the coachman, 
as ſhe walked into the houſe, « there is 
not in all England another lady ſo com- 
paſſionable to Chriſtians and dumb crea- 
tures !” 


The ſecond day's journey paſſed like the 
firſt ; but no lace appeared on the trim- 
1 of Lewis or Loretta, whoſe plain 
4 , eambrick 
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cambrick frills were equally becoming to 
that ſort of lovelineſs, which might be 
called independant of ornamental aids; a 


truth Mrs. Warly herſelf could not but 
aſſent to. 


On the third morning a groom was diſ- 
patched to Oſmond Lodge, with the agree- 
able intelligence to his fellow-ſervants, that 
their beloved miſtreſs might be expected to 
dinner; a caution adviſed by Warly, that 
her lady might not find them unprovided « 
for her reception. This commiſſion every 
one of the- attendants would have con- 


tended for, if contention could, on any oc 

| caſion, have found its way amongſt do- | 

meſtics ſo regularly, ſo kindly, fo religi- 
ouſly governed. 


| There can be no doubt of the warpn l 9 
- welcome given to the meſſenger of ſo 1 
n much good, as well as ſtrange news; for 
K after having made the whole houſe reſound 


with 


2 We 
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with joy on account of their miſtreſs's re- 
zurn, he did not fail to give ſuch a hiſtory 
gf her benevolence to the Orphans of 
Snowdon, with ſuch a deſeription of the 
children, not forgetting the merits of Lion, 
as drew tears from the eyes, and thankſ- 
giving frem the tongues of an audience, 
perhaps more cager than wiſe, certainly 
more warm than diſcreet; one ran one 
way, another another; ſome to tell the tale 
to therr neighbours, ſome to ſet the bells 
*ringing ; fo that at laſt only the venerable 
Reward, the filver-headed Jonathan, re- 
mained to liſten; who not content with 
he pathetic tale once told, brought the re- 
later to repetition after repetition, now 
weeping for ſorrow, now for joy, as the for- 
tunes of our little ones worked upon his 
ſympathy, cnding all with pledging the 
narrator in a bumper to the health of their 
god-like lady, and crying Amen, to a ſe- 
cond, dedicated by the groom to her long 
he and proſperity; then taking the glaſs 


from 
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ſrom his lips, juſt as it was half empty 
And God bleſs,” added he, © the pretty 


little babes of her charity!“ 


Mrs. Oſmond's ſervants, whether at 
home or abroad, were never tardy to exe- 
cute her orders, of courſe the did not wait 


. 


ſor her carriage a moment beyond the time 


when ſhe was ready to enter it. 


| Lewis and Loretta, inſpired with the 
fondeft affection for their gracious pre- 
ſerver, with true love for their friend 


Warly, and delighted with the paſſing ob- 


jects, uttered a thouſand unſtudied exul- 
tations of the heart. At laſt they begged 
permiſſion to ſtand down and look out. at 
the fide glaſs. 


„What would you ſee, my loves 25 
aſked Mrs. Oſmond; who made queſtions 
of the ſlighteſt ſubjects, to draw from them 


the innocent anſwers on which ſhe doated. 


« I would 


* 
* 
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— 
„Would ſee the little ſheep; lady, if 


EF*2 


you pleaſe,” ſaid Loretta, and put out 
my head to hear the ſweet birds ſing.“ 


e And what, my good boy, will moſt 
engage your attention, if I allow you to 


peep out àt the fide glaſs which is open?” 


Lewis heſitated, not from any ſtruggle 
in his choice, but from incertitude whether 
he” ought to addreſs her like Loretta, 
by the -appellation of Lady, or call her 
Madam, like Mrs. Warly, a point he had 
never before properly confidered ; at laſt 
he thought of the two the latter muſt 
know beſt, he therefore adopted / her ex- 
preſſion, and bluſhing with fear that his 
filence might have offended, he replied with 
manly grace, all his own—* Madam, if 
you give leave, whilſt Loretta is looking 
after the ſheep and the birds, I would ob- 
ſerve all the hills, which ſeem as if they 
were coming to. meet us, the trees too that 
* run 


* 
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run away from us, the green fields, and all 
the people going along; and wiſh,” added 
be, with a figh, © you knew everyone of 
them, and they would be as happy as we 
are.” 
| I 

„Why muſt that be the conſequence of” 

my knowing them?“ 


“ Becauſe you would feed them, * 
give them new cloaths,” 


* Go, my children, beſore I have too 
much of you.” 


* Oh do not be angry, Madam!“ 


* Angry, no! you give me pain, but it 
is the. ſweet pain ariſing from exquiſite 
pleaſure,” 


* Lewis calls you madam, lady; ſhall I 
call you madam ?” ſaid Loretta. , 
« Mother 


Q 


912 THE ORPHANS 


Mother is the name I ſhall like better 
than either lady or madam, ſo call me 


motheg—and a mother I will be to you 
+ both.” 


« Well then, dear mother, ſhall we 
lock out now?!“ 


9 
+ * 


« You may.“ 


0 Do 7 hear, Lewis, lady mother ſays 


we may.“ 


And preſently they were on their feet, 
with half their bodies thruſt out on that 


cauſeway, built for the accommodation of 


foot paſſengers. 


They had continued in their defired 
_ fituation ſeveral minutes, whiſpering their 
remarks to each other, when ſuddenly a vio- 


ſeemed 


fide of the carriage oppoſite a high raiſed 


tent ſcream from their little throats, which 


0 
l 
| 
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ſeemed to rend the air, ſo much alarmed 
Mrs. Oſmond, that, without the power of 
reflecting or obſerving that they were ſafe, 
and the door ſhut, her hands mechanically 
covered her eyes, and,the exclanned— 
„Oh God! they are fallen out! The 
horſes have gone over them, and they are 
killed!“ | * 


The children continued their terrifying: 
cries, mingled with the monoſyllable p, 
as often as they could give it utterance : 
but being too ſhrill or too diftant to reach 
the ears of either coachman or poſtilions, 
Mrs. Warly vehemently exalted her own 
voice, till all ſtopped, and the groom rdde 
up to aſk what was the matter. 


The whole tranſaction was but the work 

of a moment; and their fond protectreſs 

d being aſſured, by holding the agitated flut- 
terers faſt in her arms, that no accident; , 

could have happened to them, tried by the * 

tendereſt 


* 
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tendereſt ſoothing to make them ſay what 
had frightened or hurt them; but all ſhe 
could extract from their quivering lips 
could only cauſe her to ſuppoſe they had 
ſeen ſomebody ; and by the motion of their 
hands towards the cauſeway, that whatever 
the object might be, there they had firſt 
deſcried it. She bade War! y look out, 
who ſaw nothing, becauſe inſtead of turn- 
ng her eyes back, ſhe directed them for- 
wards. 


The groom who witneſſed this ſhort 
ſcene of confuſion, without comprehend- 
ing it, very naturally ſuppoſed Lewis muſt c 
have loſt the little box he appeared to va- 
lue ſo highly, and gallopped off to ſeek it 
on the road they had paſſed over. He had 
hardly turned the head of his horſe, when 
he ſaw a ſhabby looking foot traveller, 
who, though ſeemingly weak, was hobbling | | 
on at a great rate, as it trying to overtake | 7 
nan object he had loſt fight of. 


« Have 
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Have you found any thing friend?“ 
ſaid the groom, ſeeing the traveller halt as 
though he had ſomething to communi- 
cate. a 


« I though indeed,” replied the man, 


„ had found a treaſure, but very much 


fear I have loſt it again,” 


That's unlucky, father; was it a ſmall 
box? Poor Maſter Lewis's box?“ 


« Maſter Lewis! Maſter Lewis's box!“ 
repeated Daddy Brown, (for it was himſelf) 
«© Oh then I did ſee them! My eyes 
might, but I knew my heart could not, 
have deceived me ! It was my own Lewis! 
It was my own Loretta!” 


« I believe you are in the right; for the 
little ig my lady loves ſo ay is called 
Loretta. .! 


« Bleſſings 
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« Bleffings on thy own head! and a 
thouſand bleſſings on the head of your 
lady ! But this tide of joy will kill me—I 
can ſtand it no longer.” And he funk 
down, famt and trembling. 
of | | 
© George waſted no time in trying to re- 
cover the good man, whom he was*no 
quite ſure, in his own mind, had been the 
egaſe of that confuſion raiſed by the chil- 
dren, but turned back to carry the infor- 
mation to his lady. 


Already Mrs. Ofmond had unravelled 
the myfiery, by means of a few uncon- 
nected ſentences, in which the name of 
Daddy Brown was intelligible ; ſhe now 

only waited till the groom came to let 
- Gown the ſtep, when bidding him follow 
wem where he left the traveller, leading 
* _ and Warly carrying Loretta in her 
They ſoon ſaw him ſtaggering on 

Gries them,” when letting looſe the little 

© FL Ones, 


* 
— 
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ones, they were gratified with a ſcene of 
tranſports ſo extravagant—of joy ſo com- 
plexed—of expreſſion ſo wild—that even 
the ſecondary emotions of a ſpectator be- 
came almoſt too violent for the ſuſceptible 
ſoul of Mrs. Oſmond; who holding out 
her hand to Daddy Brown with that grace 
of equality ſhe would have obſerved in 


preſenting it to a perſon of rank, Wor- 


thy creature,” ſaid ſhe, © accept this as a 
pledge of my future friendſhip.” 


Overpowered by her condeſcenſion, 
Daddy Brown modeſtly retreated one ſtep, 
and falling on his knees, tried to ſpeak, 
but utterance was denied to his efforts, 
whilſt his new-found children, unmindful 


of all but him, clung to his boſom, hung | 


about his neck, kiſſes, ſmiles and tears 
making up the whole ſum of their elo- 
quence, | 47 1 
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64 Riſe, riſe, good man,“ cried the ten- 
derly compaſſionate lady, (the almoſt as 
_ compaſſionate Mrs. Warly weeping and 
raiſing him from the ground) © I will not 
be treated on this occaſion as your ſupe- 
*r1or, though I hope to equal you in deeds 
Of kindneſs ; theſe eftimable children firſt 
belonged to you, they are now our Joint 
property; and if we are to be partners in 
the treaſures God has ſent us, the forms of 
man ſhould not event us from being 
friends.” 


Again ſhe tendered him her hand, which 

He ventured to touch as he would have 

done that of an angel, who had courted 
him to the ſame familiarity. 


After many ſtruggles, bis words at laſt 
ound. a.patiage, though not a ſmooth one, 
aſtoniſhment, joy, gratitude, being ſo many 
r in the way of his honeſt 
effuſions, 
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effuſions, that they came out ſlow and 
broken, yet ſo perfectly underſtood by 
thoſe to whom addreſſed, that Mrs. Oſ- 
mond, to heap on him ſtill greater favours, 
inſiſted he ſhould go home with nis chil- 


dren in her carriage; and her attendant 


declared privately, the ſame day, to her 
fellow-ſervant Jonathan, that Mr. Brown 
was almoſt as kind hearted as their miſ- 
treſs, beſides being a very civil, well- ſpoken 


man. 


The offer of a place in the coach was 


reſpectfully, but as peremptorily deelined 


by, as forced on the acceptance of, Daddy 


Brown, although the little ones united the 
fondeſt intreatics to the commands of their 


_ exalted henofactreſs; they could only ob- 
tain from him a promiſe to follow on fumt, 


declaring in the ſame breath his great un- 
worthineſs to be ſeen under the roof of ſo 


noble a lady, looking down n his .drefs, 
L 2 Bun which 


* 
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Which indeed was more in the ſtile of a 
perambulator through an enemy's country, 
than a traveller over his.own. 


In order to bring the extremes of bene- 
+valent warmth and modeſt diffidence to 
any fort of union ſatisfactory to both, it 
ſcemed neceflary an expedient ſhould be 
invented; ſuch was invented and propoſed 
by Mrs. Warly, who ſaid Mr. Brown, 
though he would not accept her good 
lady's offer of going in the carriage, never- 
theleſs he might ride the groom's horſe, 
| who, as they had not more than ſeven 
miles to go, could very well fit with the 
'  Sonchman on his box. 


This bright thought being much ap- 
proved by her miſtreſs, and not rejected by 
Daddy Brown himſelf, the arrangement 
was immediately formed; when after this 
ſhort but pleaſant detention, which from 
the 
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che beginning to the end did not laſt more 
than a quarter of an hour, the happy tra- 
vellers recommenced their journey. 


The careſſes of her little prot&ges, lately 
̃ divided with a rival the moſt potent ſhe 
l could have encountered, were all deyolved ' 
- entirely on Mrs. Oſinond, except that por- 
1 tion of them which their grateful hearts 
told them belonged to Warly, for having 


d mounted Daddy Brown on horſeback; and. 
[= that joy, which at firſt was outrageous, then 
I dumb, took another turn, it became loqua- 
n cious, and however inſignificant their prat- 
ae tle, it was neither heavy for want of pathos, 
nor rendered unintereſting from a b | 
of obſervation. 
p- | | 2 
by Here it muſt be premiſed, that from the ' 
nt bias of native delicacy, which taught them 
his to recoil from undue aſſumption, even of 
om ſuch liberties as the uncommon indulgen- 


the L 3 | cies 
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cies of their patroneſs ſeemed to invite 


them from this praiſe-worthy ſyſtematic 


propriety, their harmleſs, ſometimes touch- 


ing, dialogues, were only in low voices di- 


rected to each other, and we may ſuppoſe 
how much to the entertainment of Mrs. 
Oſmond, as ſhe did not once interrupt 
them, leſt the eaſe of their communieation 
might fly before their immutable reſpect for 
her preſence; on the contrary ſhe laid 
back her head, ſhut her eyes, and pre- 
tended to fleep, the better to enjoy their 


- unreftrained converſation; as did her 
equalty curious attendant, who like all her 
ſiſters of the toilet, whether the example 


of their miſtreſs be good or bad, are fure 
to make their conduct a precedent for 


— 
their own. 


| Daddy Brown, little uſed to the motion 
of a horſe, (exerted his beft endeavours to 
| keep up with the carriage; but contrary to 
| his 


i — - 


© — 


OF” SNOWDON: 2230 


— — . 
— E — — 4 


+ — — — 


—— 
py * 


his efforts and his wiſhes, he was firſt forced 
to ſlacken his pace, and: afterwards to keep | 
ſo far behind, that the Orphans of Snow- 
don could. ſee him no longer. 


2 —— 


2 
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« I wonder what is become of him,” ſaid: 
Loretta, can you gueſs, brother?“ — 
Having looked in vain, up the road and: 
down the road, * Do you think he is 
fallen into another pit, Lewis!“ 
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« No; there are no terrible pits here- 
abouts, nothing but green fields, full of. 
gilding cups.” 


„Tl tell you what, brother?“ 
6 What, ſiſter ?” 


] do believe this is God a Mighty's' 


| country, and our lady God a Mighty's 
lady.” 


| | * « Ah, 
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* Ah, Loretta! how good it was of our 
dear, dear father to bid us find out this 
bleſſed country, and this bleſſed lady!“ 


« T don't know what to do, becauſe I 
am ſo very, very glad that Daddy Brown 
is come out of the pit again. I wonder if 
he has brought his fiddle ; did you ſee it 
at his back, Lewis?“ 


“J only looked in his dear face, Lo- 
retta.“ f 


Nor I neither, brother; but I with he 
may have brought it, that when the lady is 
awake I may ſing The Lark on high. Only 
think, Lewis, ſhe would have us call her 
mother ; I love her dearly, but I can't do 
that, can you, Lewis ?” 


4 I could if I was a great gentleman.” 


& And 
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And fo could J, if I was a great lady; 1 
but now I am aſhamed, and ſo are you 1 j 
ſuppoſe, Lewis.” % l 


believe I am; but why ſhould we 
be aſhamed, as long as we have ſuch good 
cloaths and ride in this fine coach ?” 


„ Ah! but you know ſhe gaye us our 
good cloaths, and lets us ride in her own 
fine coach.” 


« I wiſh, Loretta, this great lady was a 
poor woman, and then we ſhould all live 
together, and we would dance and fing 
every day, to get a great deal of money, 
enough for her, and enough for — 
Brown too.” 


-F 


W a. 


This is only a ſmall extract from the 
volume of nature's language ; if I had not 
cut ſhort the repetitions of her favourite - 

d | WI - children, 
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children, my book would be as profitable 
to the printer, and as laborious to the 
reader, as ſome of. our moſt modern publi- 
cations; from which it may be inferred, 


that where it contains only half the number 
ol pages, there can in reaſon be no more 


than half the intereſting recitals expected, 


The further Daddy Brown's body was 
left behind, the cloſer his thoughts ad- 
hered to the vehicle which whirled from 


his ſtrained fight his beloved, his lamented 


children. 65 


W hen taken ſenſeleſs from the bowels of 


the earth, by the miners coming to work 


in the pit, on the morning of his accident, 


and being leſs hurt than terrified, was ſoon 
Tecovered enough, not only to enquire for 
Lewis and Loretta, but alſo, on hearing 


they had not been ſeen by his deliverers, 
even to go in purſuit of them. 


. With 


* 
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With trembling limbs and febble ſteps, | 
he ſought for them everywhere round the i 
ſpot from whence they had ariſen to follow 3 


a treacherous vapour of illuſive light, that 
did ſeparate them ſor a little, and but for 
the interpoſition of protecting Providence, ; 
would have ſeparated them for ever. þ 


The firſt cries of Brown, as he called 
| upon the names of his ſtray lambs, were 
| thoſe of a man juſt eſcaped from the jaws 
| of death in its moſt violent form, weak,. 

faint, ſcarcely articulate ; but becoming 
firengthened by agony, ſoon his voice, like 
c the roaring of a lioneſs robbed of her 
young, reſounded over the hill and de- 
ſcended into every horrible cavern, which. 


i he ſuppoſed muſt have proved fatal to their 

: precious lives. 

; | | 

„ Aſter a ſearch of ſeveral hours, deſpair- 
ing and diſtracted, with only cue hope 

h ng; he found his way back to the 


1 public- 
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public-houſe where they had taken their 
humble meal the preceding day, and here 
that hope was extinguiſhed, the children 
had not returned thither. Many cottagers 
gathered about him to hear his diſaſtrous 
tale of woe; all pitied, but not one of them 
could comfort him. | 


The humane hoſteſs, poor as ſhe was, 
and liable as ſhe made herſelf to the ex- 
pences of his funeral, ſhould he happen to 
die under her roof, would nevertheleſs 
force him to lie down ; but he could not 
ſleep, nor did his groans permit that others 
within their ſound ſhould enjoy any better 
repoſe; ſo that when, towards morning, 
he got up and let himſelf out, nobody at- 
tempted to detain him, either by force or 
perſuaſion. 


All that day he wandered from village 
to village, from houſe to houſe, but unfor- 
tunately miſſed the track they had taken. 
5 5 He 
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He returned no more to the hills of Men- 
dip; had he gone back to them, his heart 
would have burſt aſunder !“ They ge 
dead,” ſaid he; © I ſhall go to Cornwall, 
take poſſeſſion of that eſtate which I co- 
veted but for their ſweet ſakes, will it to 
ſome other child of indigence, and follow 
them!“ 


He was in the very track whither theſe 
lamented children had but lately preceded 
him, when he made the heart-felt exclama- 
tion: at the ſame time a return chaiſe 
paſſed by, the poſtillion ſtopping his horſes, 
aſked would he accept of a lift, adding, 
„ I am going to Taunton, and ſhould 


your buſineſs lie that way, I thinks ſuch a 


poor maze man as you look to be, is more 
fitter to ride than to walk; and as I ſees 
you have nothing to give, why I ſhan't ax 
you for nothing.” 


By 


— ——— 
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Buy means of this good-natured driver, 
Daddy Brown was able to gain ſo much 
upon the ſplendid equipage of Mrs. Oſ- 
mond, together with their having been de- 
tained ſo long at Bridgewater, that ren- 
dered their overtaking him, both purſuing 
the ſame road, a very natural occurrence : 
the only wonder is how, in one tranſient 
glance, Daddy Brown and the Orphans of 
Snowdon ſhould have recogniſed each 
other. 


It was the outſpread arms, the ſhrill cries 
of Lewis and Loretta, that could alone 
have drawn the ſtill overflowing eyes of 
their diſconſolate guardian from the earth, 
where he had rivetted them, contemplat- 
ing their untimely, fate. Unmoved by the 
ſound of the wheels, he would never have 
looked up to the carriage but for the well- 
known voices within. He did not believe 
his ſenſes, neither could he reſiſt the im- 
ö pulſe 
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pulſe of poſſibility. He looked, and was 
more than confounded. It was the air, the 
features, the voices of his children! Yet 
their dreſs, their ſituation, every thing 
about them, contradicted the evidence of 
fact, and before he could repeat to himſelf | 
the queſtion, © Are they, or are they not 
my precicus children?“ the coach had 
conveyed them beyond the reach of his 
calling, had he been collected enough to 
have made the effort, he therefore remain- 
ed rooted to the ſpot until accofted by the 
groom, in theſe memorable words, © Have 
you found any thing, friend?” 
Every other part of this joyful meeting 
being already recited, we ſhall now convey 
our reader to the gates of Oſmond Lodge, 
thrown open to receive their well-beloved 
miſtreſs, who entered them with her little 
train juſt as the village clock firuck four. 


The 


* 
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The edifice, like the mind of its owner, 
* was ſpacious, elegant, and accommodating 
to all who had any claims on its protec- 
tion; as her heart opened to every touch 
of humanity, her doors gave admittance on 
the ſlighteſt ſummons of diſtreſs. Its ſitua- 
tion had in it a ſtrong mixture of the ſub- 
lime and beautiful. It ſiood at the foot of 
a cultivated mountain, on the borders of 
Cornwall, -crowned with ſtately pines, en- 
riched with verdure, covered with flocks, 
and ornamented below by fanciful ſhrub- 
beries, ſo curiouſly diſpoſed by Art, yet fo 
unlike her other performances, that Na- 
ture had the effrontery to impoſe it on all 
beholders for her own work. The merit 
ſhe here only pretended to, in other parts 
of this delicious Eden was entirely her 
own ; the limpid ftreams which watered 
the meadows were her's—the ſwelling river 
that divided the park and gardens was her's 
— her's were the wild perfumed raſpber- 
| ries— 
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ries—her's the acres of coppice wood from 


whence they ſprung—tſhe raiſed the moun-„ 


tain, which on one fide bounded the ex- 


tenſive proſpect—it was ſhe who on the 


other ſide left it unbounded but by the 


 ocean—and it was ſhe whoſe pictureſque 


pencil finiſhed the enchanting landſcape. 


Such the habitation of Mrs. Oſmond— 
ſuch the aſylum to which the mandate of 
Providence directed our Orphans of Snow- 
don, 


Jonathan, the old gray-headed ſteward, 


his honeſt countenance fluſhed with joy, 


was the firſt to affift his lady from the car- 


riage, who laying her hand on his offered 


arm, with a ſmile ſo gracious. as benevo- 


lence itſelf might have adopted, having 
kindly taken notice of his good looks, told 


him there were two little ſtrangers behind, 


who would require his aid more than ſhe 
did, | | | 


Jonathan 


234. THE ORPHANS 


Jonathan took the hint ; he gave his 


* hand to Lewis, and taking Loretta in his 


arms, ſet her down in the hall, crying out, 
6“ Happy, happy children! how fortunate 


# your fates! Pray, as we all do, for the life 


of our good lady !” 


% Muſt we begin to pray now, Sir?“ 


" aſked Lewis. 
.* > 


“ Our lady is pretty well, brother, ſo 
we may go to dinner firſt,” ſaid Loretta, 
« Mayn't we, Sir!“ 


Jonathan was now ſo buſy in welcoming 


Mrs. Warly, as alſo in relieving her from 


the encumbrance. of many little boxes 
and bundles, that he did not immediately 
attend to the queſtions of his new ac- 
quaintances. Mrs. Ofnond having paſſed 
into an inner apartment, the reſpect due to 
her preſence, which had before reſtrained 


the expreſſion of that admiration which 


filled 
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filled his heart, removed with its cauſe, 

and he ſwore—yes, this good, man, with 
ſourſcore years filed the on the regiſter of 

time —this Chriſtian veteran, who would 

have rebuked an oath from his ſupenor— -» | 
ſwore by his hopes of heaven, he felt for 

the lovely creatures of his miftreſs's bounty 

as much joy as if he had been their father, 

and the bleſſed lot fallen on the. heags of 

his own children. 


* You are very, very good, Sir,” ſaid | 
Lewis. | 


* What pretty hair you have got, Sir,” | 
cried Loretta, who had ſcarcely taken her | 
eyes from his flowing ſilver locks; © I wiſh. 
you would be ſo good to let me touch it.” | 


« Do ſo and welcome, ſweet babe,” raiſ- | 
ing her in his arms. | 


cc It 
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4 It is very white and very ſoft,” ſinooth- 
ing it with both her hands. T wonder 
Daddy Brown's hair ſhould be fo black !— 
Can you tell, Sir, how long it will be be- 
fore Daddy Brown comes?“ 


Mrs. Warly, ſeeing her friend Jonathan 
at a loſs for the child's meaning, explained 
it to him very much to the advantage of 
their expected gueſt ; and on hearing that 

they had left him only ſeven miles from 
the Lodge, he told Loretta ſhe would ſce 
him very ſoon; which prophecy was im- 

mediately verified, by the better mounted 
than appointed figure of Daddy Brown 
himſelf, almoſt at the door, fo near that in 
another minute he had both the now com- 
pleatly happy Orphans, who ſprang out to 
meet him, ſtrained in his embraces. 


Either confidered as a true biographer, 
or as the inventor of fable, I know that I 
am 


* — LH "—_—_ > - 
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am equally obnoxious at the bar of criti- 
ciſm, for the proportion and regularity of 
my compoſition. I alſo conceive, that 
amongſt the real miſdemeanors for which 
no doubt I ſhall be moſt juſtly reprehended, 
there are others which may occur in ſhape 
ſo queſtionable as to draw on me a verdict 
of cenſure, unleſs the jury allow me to mi- 
tigate their ſentence, by reconciling what 
muſt otherwiſe appear irreconcileable to 
truth and nature. 


“Are you not,” ſays my accuſer, 
« guilty of an unpardonable offence againſt 
nature, in making your Orphans of Snow- 
don with forms ſo diminutive, that at the 
age of eight and ſeven we ſee them lifted 
from the ground like paper kites, and Lo- 
retta carried about in arms like a ſucking 
infant ?” - | FA OR: 


I bade them, Mr. Inquiſitor, aſſume 


the forms in which they have appeared be- 


fore 
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fore this tribunal, not for-your entertain” 
ment or my own, but in obedience to the 
command of Truth. How then can I have 
offended in this inſtance of my fidelity to 


Truth?!“ 


“% Yet how,” ſays another, “ will you 
acquit. yourſelf of a palpable inſult to Na- 
ture, by adapting their capacities only to 
their inches? Is it not telling her to her 
face, that ſhe wants ſkill to make little 
caſkets hold great gems? that underſtand- 
ing nothing but the mere drudgery of 
journey-work, ſhe can only fit her jewel 
to the. ſize of its caſe; ſo that a ſtout boy 
of cight years old ſhall carry a ſcore weight 
of cleverneſs in his pericranium, whilſt the 
ſcull of your Lewis is not able to contain 
an ounce of knowledge, or he would not 
eternally talk of Daddy Brown, and ſuch 
ſimple matters as try the patience of a rea- 
der, who muſt conceive him only one re- 
move from an ideot? Your Loretta too is as 

ſtupid 


with the ſubject.“ 
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Mupid as her brother; the obſervations you 
put into her mouth, might do well enough 
for a girl in leading ſtrings, but &nowmg 
as children are in the preſent age, they are 
downright ridiculous.” 


« Econgh, ungentle Critic, if I anſwer 


this charge to your ſatisfaction, with or 


without your leave, we will have done 
5 4 39 Py 


« Nature is a jealops, ag well as a cunn- 


ing performer, and ſees with Uipleaſure 


her moſt beautiful works defaced under the 
chiſel of the poliſher, Theſe children were 


Her favourite of all other productions; ſhe 


did not thefefore publiſh them to the 
world, but nurſed them in her boſom at 
the foot of a mountain, gave them an old 


man for their inſtructor, from whoſe mind 
_ misfortune had baniſhed the world, its ele- 


gancies, and its propenſities; who could 
only teach them to ſerve God, to love one 
another, 
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bag * 
- 


another, and to forgive their own and . 
enemies of their father; ſo that when he 
died their ſtock of worldly knowledge was 
| ſmall indeed; nor could it receive much 
addition in the ſociety of Daddy Brown 
and his monkeys, by which ordination of 
Nature they fell into the hands of Mrs. 
- Oſmond as pure, as ſimple, and as unin- 
formed as they came from her own.” 
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